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INWARD FACIS ASOUT NEGRO INSTIFRECTfON.
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Winchoster Negro Adrol t ly  iUis led Trust fuL Negroes
and Robbed Them of Cash, triborty Bonds and Savlngs

THE 
'CO}MITTNE]IO3' 
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The Comrn i t teo  o f  Seven,  chosen to  d i rec t  opera t lons  ln
putt ing d.own the insurrect ion and to cond.uct  lnvest lgat lons wl th
the vlew to dlscover lng ancl  pu.nishing tho gul l ty,  is  compcesed of
tb.e fo l lowin6r c l t lzens.

SEBASiTIAI,T SIRAI]B,
Chalrman )

E. D. M00Ri1,
County Judge

tr t .  F.  Ki tchons, Sher i f f ,
J. G. Krright, Idayor,
E. I!i. AlLen
E. C. Horner
T .  W.  Keesee .  

,

41L persons, lvhi to or bIack,  1 i l  possession of  infornat i  on
which nigbt assist  in discoveeing and runnlng down tbose responsi-

-  b le f ,or  the lnsurrect j -on are r : rgent ly requested to confer wi th the
Commlt toe as a wholo or wl th some indlv idual  menrbor $horeof,  1t
bo ing  unders tood tha t  such ac t ion  w i l l  be  fo r  the  pub l ic  sa fe ty
and that the informa.ntrs ident i fy w111 be earefu-11y safeguard.ed.

IT IS TM IITY OF EV]NY CITIZEN IN POSSESSIOI{ OF SUCI{ IN$
X'0Rl','iAfI0N T0 ?RE$Et{t IT T0 [Ifl C0I\,{L{IT[EE.

The fol lorv ing statonent was given to the pxess bere late
yesterday af ternoon by l resid,ent E. 1, i .  Al1en. of  the Buslnerss Slenrs
league and the Commit tee of  Seven, but for  .some reason not explaln-
ed  od . i to rs  o f  var ious  papers  to  vuh ich  the  s ta tement  was sent  saw
f i t  to subst l tute a d. l f ferent "1ead.n,  in most cases fal l lng com-
pletely to ident l fy l r i r .  Al len.

Now the rr ignorqnce and, superst i t ion of  a race of  chi ldrenn
was played upon for momentary gain and for the band. ing together of
Negroes to saly vuhi tes,  was autbor i tat ively revealed in a statement
issued. heroyyesterday by E. 1, , { .  A11en, a men:ber of  the Commit tee of
Seven, who has hearf i  v l r tua' l ly  a.L1 the pr isonerst  con8esslons fo1-
lowing last  weekrs upr ls ing 1n thls sect ion of  r \ rkansas.

The Corsn i t tee  o f  Seven is  composod o f  lead ing  He lena Bus l -
ness !0err .  I t  has bosn author ized to oarry on the lnvest igat lon botb
by the munlcpal and county authorit les and, b.y Governor 0harLos E.
Srough of  Arkansas. I t  1-s co-opelat ing vui th the ml l i tary author l -
t ios.  Arrong i ts members is Sher i f f  3.  t r ' .  Kl tchens.
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ths men who orig.lnaLly plottod. and oreateil ELalne, odntor of the
rooent d. lsord.ers.

Asld.e f rom being locaI ly prominent as plosid.ent of  the
HeLena Business $lenrs league, and as the ownor of  considerable property,
I I r .  Al len is presld.ent of  the Nat ional  Associat lon of ,  Insuranoe egents,-
the beadcluarters of .  which aro in New York C1ty.  His nqme was on the
l ist  of  those tho negroes plot ted to k i l l  yestord.ay.  as the s ignbS. fon
a gener 'a l  s i -au$hter of  the whi tos,  acoord. j .ng to papors oonf lscated and
confess ions  o f  leaders  cap. tu res

l , f r .  Al lenrs Stetomont fo l lows:-

t tThe.present t rouble rrv i th ' the 
Negroes 1n Phi l l ips County

1s  no t  a  race  r lo t .  J t  i s  a  de l lbera te ly  p lanned insur  rec t ion  o f  the
Nogroes agalnst  the whi tesrd. l rected by a:r  orga.nizat ion hrown as the
r?!rogresslve Farmersr and l lousehold Union of  Anrer ic&,tr  establ ishecl
for  the purpose of  banding Segroes t 'ogether for  the kI l l ing of  whi te
peoplo.  This ?rur lon' t  yras started. by Robert  t r .  8 i11,  a negro ?6 yoars
01d, of  lYlnchester,  Arkansas, wbo say in i t  an ol jporfr , r .u i ty of  making
easy moneyo He had boen a farmer alL his l i fe but lately had been
posing as a rrpr ivate dt i tect ive d.oing work ln th ls and alL foreign
countr ie g.  t t

"Se startod. hls f l rst  runionr work in Apr i l  of  th ls year.
Ee organized the Rat io lodge tn I fay of  th is year,  Ho chose Rat lo be-
oause h is  mother  happened t  o  bo  l l v lng  there .  Ho to ld  the 'dark ies  tha t
he w&s an agent of the govornnnnt and because the senators and repre-
sentat ivos at ' r t tashington were white rnen and ln s innpathy wl th the whlte
men of  the south,  1t  r r ras lmpossible for  the I ' Iegroes to get the r lghts
that had been l romised them for servlce in the Ermy, and, so the govoror-
ment had oal l -ed lnto existence thls organlzat ion wblch would be sup-
ported. by the gobernnrent in d.ofense of the l{egroes agdr.inst the whlte
people. I[e told them it was necessary for a1], rosmbers gf tbe Unlon
to arm themselves tn preparation for the day when they shordd. be oaLled
upon to at tack their  whi te oppressoxsr

r ights.  t r
nThe slogan of  the organizat ion ls t rWo batt le for  our

[ho password. of  a1] .  the lod.ges was' lYe have just  begur, t t

m*nr ti on" *o*t"o :"1tn;l?Tutfi"l3'il,l?tiffi Th: $:;:"ffi31t" "t3"3ffio"uat l t inche ster.

nThe plrely-meroenary s id.e of  a l l  d,evelops a,s fo l lowsi
Negro men were charged $1i64 €ntrance feos and Nogro fiomen 60 oents.
at  the sooond xld '  or  th l rd.  meot lng he would br lng B. V. E. ?owolL of
lrTlnohester with hlm, who purporteti to be the e:camlning physlclan for
the governnnent in l ts work of  register ing the l {ggroos in ddfense of
thelr  r ights,  A cert t f ioate was f l Ied out end slgno
Negro  upon paymont  o f  f l f t y  con ts .  Th is  cer t i f l ca te  was s r4 lposed_to
be- the  ieg is t ia t ion  d ,ocument .  Those Negroes  who w€re  possesse*  o f
funds 1n amounts fron $5.00 to fi25,00 wore enro1led in sn aclvanoed.
seotion of tho union and upon piyuiont of vrhatever sum he (niff) could
procure  in  exoess  o f  {15 .00 ,  a  oer t i f loa te  was g iv :n  e r r t i t l l ng  the  ho lder
to at tend. the congresses of  the runlont at  lT inchostor and spoair  on tho
f loor of  the moet ing regarding any quest ions brought up, a,nd to esslst
in koeping the -Doirsdl tu{ ton of  the unl ted.  States f rom being quest ioned,

' rAnother form of oxtort lon was to sel l  shares of  $10.00
eaoh to  the  Nogroes  in  a  p roposed.  bu l ld lng  to  bo  eroo ted  !V  l t tg^ lu1 lon t
at  i t incfrestor,  H111 would.  f ind out what f {ogroes possessed.Thr l f t  Stamtrrs
and* ' I , iberty Bond.s and would^ issuo a cort l f lcate stat inf l  that  so- many
sharos had-bson puroha,sod, at $10.00 per share, and. aJ,3. Nogre s b.uylng
shares in the amount df  f l f ty  d.o1lars or more wero told that  their
names wouJ-d. bo engravod in tho bulldlng. In 0ther word's, he ha'A so
plannen hls oa.ropalsn that 'T_I:f::*?.?u:?t:*:fl^f"9| flfty. certs to
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reprosent alL the Negroes ln thelr  set t lements wi th land. lord.s dur igg
thg gtnnlng season. He vsent to several  of  tho meet lngs wl th t t6:"
wr i t ten  powers  o f  a t to r tc ;y  wh ich  he  had s lgned by  the  Negroes ,  co l - -
Lect ing aruoungs f lom twenty-f lve dol lars td f i f ty  aoi tar i  oacb vr l th
t4" olop as secur l ty.  I {e was very ai i ro l t  in making use of  certain
cir,culars issued. by the goverrimont arrd in clistortifrg the pujrlJosu Ogthe Arkarsas l ' iarehou$o er,d.  Ginnerst  t ra lv to corrv lnce- the l l6gr6es t [a. t
the Uni ted Statos Governnrent was eudeavor ing to correct  ovl1s whlch
he alLoged existed anong the farmers.

t rHs furthor to lc i  the l fegroes that t ] re plan fo secrotary
l3.no to provic le homostead,s for  the soLd. iers had beei  ca, : : r iod out whoro
the  wht to  soLd lers  wore  conoernod,  bu t  tho  Negroos  had boen re fused
part lc lpat lon in i t .  r ' /e four id t ruhere ' , |egro so1d.1ers at  Elai i le had
sold' thelr d.ischarge papors for sums rairgir,g from Fifty to one hwrclred.
d 'o l lars on tho thoory that  suoh dlscharge ent i t ted tho hblder to ior ty
?or99 of  government 1and. Ee.produced gor, 'ernmont maps of  state Lands-
in  E1a1ne couat ry  (1600 acres) -wh lch  he-sa ld  oou ld  ba  bought  fo r -SeOO.
Thls amount was raised at one neotlng and. pald to hlm in 6ash. t i ie
Land'was al l  descr lbecl 'and oertain I (egroos-had deslgnated, whloh par. ts
of  the yar ious farms (aLL ln cul t lvat ion) ,  they d.eslrecl ,  to take-over
for themselves af tsr  the.  whl to poople had. been d.r lven of f .

n  1 a A ^ ^ ^  r ^  l ^ ^ i i  - - r ^Ee urged al l  lod.ges to d, .ecide upon a plan e1'samlaign
whon the d.ay carno to str lke anr l  designr: te tho part  to bo pfayed by
overy mar.o I Ie to ld.  them that the goyernment vras erect lng at  Win-
chester three hrrge storehouses r f fhere arns,  amu.ni ' t lon a.nd tra, ined. sol-
d ie rs  r r rou ld  be  ready  fo r ' ins tan t  use .  0n  iTed,nesday morn ing  a f te r
the f l rst  f lght  at  Hoop Spur the l legroes crossecl  t le t rack and lay in
the weed.s a1l  day vuai t lng for ,B111rs army to rnater ia l lze.  They wbre
within easy range of  'automobi les going to.and. f rom Eoop Sptr  a l l  day
and could easi ly havo f i red into them but thoy wished to rvai t  for
H11Lr s army 1n ordsr to clean utrl in one foIl swpop.

"The f ight  at  Hl ;op Spur was unpremed. l tated as far  as the
Nogroes were ooncerned as tbey wero organi  zJ 'ng thoir  forces Wsd,-
nesday mornlng to attack and capture Elaino but when runners informed.
the leadlers that  whi ts men were enter lng tho wood.s at  Hoop Spur they
d.ecld.ed. to go up and wipe out the l1t t le gang that was relortedl . to be
there,  bofore onter ing upon tbe moxe ser ious task of  captur lng l la lno.
They und,erest imated the slzo of  the force f rom Eelena and the batt le
re sulte d,.

[E]rery Negro who Joined these lodges was given to k l lL
whito people.  Unquest lonably the t ime for at tack had been set but
plans had not been ent i re ly perfected and the shoot ing of  the of f l .  cers
brought on the inswrect ion ahead of  sched.ule.

t 'Anothor sohome usocl by Ui11 to obtaln monoy was to appoint
wes to appolnt  leading l {egroes, or several  of  the$, 1n each lodge
as pr lvate and forelgn d.etect ivesr-- furnlshing them large nlckelplatsdl
stars and. a palr  of  n lo lcel-pIatod. handcuffs,  for  vrhich they paid hlm
:]}50-.00 oach.

*I I ls  meet ing at  lVinchester in August was at tended an&
add.ressed by white mon. He sim1rl-y played upon tho ignorance a,nd.
superst l t ion of  a race of  chi ldrer.rr--most of  whom nol ther rea,d nor

r r m i  * a
I U  4  I  U  V  '

" I  havo oross-examihed and talhed to at  least  one hundgecl
p r lsoners  a t  E la ine .  They  be long to  d . i f fe ren t  lodges  in  tha t  sec t lon
The stor les they te lL are almost ldent lapl  as to the promises and,
representat ioas mado.by Hi11..  I Ie even told.  them that probably some.,  .
of  tne l (egroes wouldbe ca11ed upon to d. ie beforelEqual  r lghtsr  woul iL
be assuredl ,  but  they must lookupon themse]-ves as crusaderu: .and die
i f  necossary  to  secure  the  f reedom o f  the  o ther  n tenbers  o f  the i r  raoe.
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whlch had. to ie cemied, out rogardless of  the consequences.

0u tor  guard  o f  s ix  sent lne ls .  H111ts  usua l  e r rp ross lon  t r r rasr  rGet
your ra,cks f i l Ied for  the day to come.

"As  fo r  an  oppross ion  is  concerned many o f  the  nogroes
lnvolved. own mu1os, horsos, cat t le and automobl l -es and clear rdoney
evory year on tbeir  cro;os,  af ter  g) ipenses are palc l .  ,
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