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I
‘he! prc“‘(heputchoa of Octobcr 1) 1919"}\
thanother! race ‘riot: had: ‘taken’! plaCe ‘the¥ mg)l
Jaine,Ark. and that it was 'started. by {,Ne '
illedsome white ofﬁccrs in;, dn-altercation!

e “"lIIIIIIIIIIIHII!IIIHllllllllIIII!HIlIII'IIIIII.IIIIIIIIIIIII
LI

Jevolateron’ the ‘country’; ‘was told that ‘the white) erlc' *'of"
Phillips 'Countyihad risen’against’ “the Nekroes“%ho started 2
this riot and had: killed manyof. them, and;tha ,th:s‘lbrgyrof
)loodshed was not/ istopped..until. Umtcd States

1R (,Jn'xrp\l’lke had;bedn: senttd. the 'scené; of the, tr‘ uble:)

,.Lolumns.were printed telling of:an’, org'\mzatlom i
‘Negro® farmers in’ this little” burg! who‘wcre"'bandcd“ togcthcrf
l!'o.r the .purpose’of ‘killing all the.white" ‘pedpleyithe; orgamza~

:r,tuon bcing 'known ‘as the Farmers' Houschold{Union

vesult: of these: ch.trgm over one" hundred Negro ar herSland“‘
ifaborérs, men 4nd women, ‘were arrested and yulc:d
: Jthc county seat: of * Phllhps ‘County.i‘One

hey avere indicted and tried for murdcr in the ﬁr

the, jury found them 'guilty aftér six mmuv ‘s’ O

lwelve ‘were, sentcnccd todie’, insthé; eleqtrut chairs
Tlecember*27th and six ‘on ]nnuary 2nd,*and: ‘sevénty -ﬁv
x<thenl"vkmrc 'sent; to the penltcntxarygon scntcnces(r'mgm

Wfive tojtwenty-one years!:, R S SN e

4 )’ y ¥ ;"""" b h, v } X
"f‘;., Sevcr'tl ‘mational:bodies. among ‘colofed: people Anombly,?{he
; nghts‘. Lcaguc isent letters;, of i o

Brough;:ibut ,press dispatches reportea

’efuscd to mterfcre,{bccause he believed I\thc, met

1Justice., fhcrcupon the Chicago branchof the: Equal. Rightsyi
“Léague sent telegrams 'to ' Senators Mcd|ll'IVIc(’ormxck;andN""

K i%
Al ';Curtﬁ,,clnnrmnn on committee on race. tiots' And. Cbngressman
Il ®artin B.'Madden asking the federal government'to'take; sbmie

Ay

1chon to'protect these men and sce' tlnt they. gotqtistnée“ ‘f,ywi‘m u” &

N '9“"'4""“: )'%,H,‘ilnu l‘ul,‘

i l."’, " ‘ l\fm i “ q“‘\”“{",




4 ' 1 )' 1“ . : w
.‘, ALhe J,QQple s1 Movqncnt, Clucago ~Ill on’ Dcumbcr 7
uﬁ{ﬁr unandnzpusly passcd the: followmg resolu}wn oﬂcrcd by, ﬁlh
. ‘ﬁyﬂ. ,t"}‘ ;ﬁ,\{.l’ ter: :?andssjnt Wto ‘Governor. ‘Brough: & SRty

N H SR ’ h. N

hope you w1ll do all y0u can for 'your collord racc,“Bccausc

i
o b & ;
.«-- hqreas,, hc prcss-dlspatchcs ‘bring the n(.\vs that- twclve “f“j ‘
3 *"":}:‘oﬂﬂ \ egrpesrhave%qcn t;,qndemned in Helena,” Ark., to dic, "m,.tl}c A
ARIILTEL iclpc(ggjchaz for.‘thc' aqucd killing’ of ﬂvc wlutc mcn*aftcr#a vl b
yl hb x;,atton of'helght nlm&cs'by ,the jury wlm.h $t und(&t‘g gﬁ, e 11

gt ot

.hxlhpsWCounty Court It is’ pre)ldlce that the white people ..
4 \lmd‘agcncc e, Ncgroes ‘So. I' thank God"that 'thro. :you, our -
iNegroes, are” lookmg into' this truble, and’;thank the city.of -
‘?9‘ hu.ago for'what it did to start thmgs and hopen to hear from,

'!lty ,and Y‘ "n&"' G ‘f“' e ‘T»l‘.“," v 5 ,% "
,hercas ItMould,appcar (hat tlns not arose oyer, atdetersn

3, igmlnqt‘wn thhosc Ncgrocs “to;, formﬂa union for’ thc\protc tiongs
‘(,-o thqxr ‘cotton’ crop thcrcforc, e de il o & “."»,{I}?‘“
! Rcsolvcd “That *we demand’ of Govcrnor Brmx"h‘ that\.'h %
4 ‘:‘;u\crt,hls mﬂucnce to:qec that-thosc men -\rc‘gwcn a new’tr ml b
AN or_,chancc ‘to’ present’ thcnr cascs to the Supreme Court; »-Hunn' ; "}‘ .
}&31 dreds of&:,NegrOcs haveileft Arkansas -becausc of unjust; treat; | s
mqn;%and 'Weyplctlgc ourscives to use our infucnce to:bringdi ‘~" i
ﬁthousands;away if those, twelve men dic'in the: olcctnc\chmr&
Arkansas{nccds our,‘labor but we will .neverrest’ till cver ?
o.le_eves thc,‘statc unless|those men arc given Jue.tu:c.’;,:}M Y
ﬁ;" ry,‘)soon sthercafter; thc,,govcmor of ‘Arkansas” called¥
i c(mfe;'ence of: whlte,\and colorcd citizens ‘in Little Rodg.,.’\rl@( E‘
; “’4 Hc«!earncd from’them".that. his own colored pcoplc'wcre dis-fem
;wanted sthese ‘men to, have, a - chance.in the: Su~

iEsendit'to, - - if there be enny. seeret in-it.
’f{bo Liwill closc with much love from'all. to' Chicago, I, 'Pleasc |

{l,on‘ xou at Cl]l]y tllllc
?‘ - :;I' “, "

e

Sitrain, forf ‘Little, Rock, Ark., went to thc address given in the
rlcltcr and tall\cd with' somc of the wives:of" thc»twelve, then,

"«",-"» men,, T wish cvery onc whosce coutribution'.enabled ' me: to”
AT

syon; thc faccs of these men whcn,I told them who I'was! , Again |
thcy( sent’-thanks to cvery! one. who had rcsponded 10 my'

Dcfcndcn letter of Dcccmber 13, 1919, Thcy had.,bccn in

'K?.- premq Cgurt i He prorplsed 'to exert his . influcnce’ to ! sccurc..va} 1Sy ""ﬁz I ison'in Helcna, Ark., since the’ ﬁrst wecek .in October; they
this’and; appointed’ an inter-racial" commnttcc to’ adju ig LeHk b RRet NG »,lm. ;.bcen beaten many. times and left for dead :while thcrc

matters: between the races. 7 ¥ PR R K _,.‘l "{*) ga.glvcn leleetric shocks, suffocated with' drugs, and suffercd ‘every

.“‘G"&? The,Chxcago Defender of that same chk Dcoqmber 13th e WA cruelty and torment at the hands of their jailers to make them !

,g ((" ‘bcontamcd a:letter, of appeal by the “writer:to colored ;peoplely By fconfcss 'to’a conspiracy to kill white people. " Besidcs .this a’

AR ‘V-throughout*the cquuitry -to- raise" funds- to" help tthca cojl;
"j' ».demned:'men” “carry~ their. cases 'to the Ark: 1xls1s.=Suprcmq. 4

v N ﬁ'Court,.alco to the'United Statcs, Supremc Court if” nvccssan/jl&n
o ,"ﬁ"’\:;x;.Almost xmmcdlatcly followmg its appearance, donations \)cre ;
SRV reccwcd by the writer from ' our people, and the tone’ of the ‘«ﬁ'
“Uletters was splcndld in -the expressed determination * to hclp‘ff »

_' these poor'men get'justice, Other organizations to help’ wcrqé ., 1
| ‘formed. lawyers were engaged, a stay of exccution granted’ :\ndl i 3"" :

??),;;
3\ mpnths. ‘of ‘terrible treatment and. farcical trial, -no word -of .
u‘hclp had come from their own people until a copy of thc Clu-
{cago. ‘Defender, December 13th, fell into their hands!
!'No wondcr that during this time of terror they composcd
.sungin heart blcakmg tones this song:

L .
, oo [

‘ proceedmgs begun" for:an- appcal to the Supremec: Court)of
*‘\‘Arkansas., ‘Six of the . men had been seatenced to be clccuo-‘
*rcuted; ‘December 27th and six on January. 2nd." v «w. ,
5 o, During this’ time the followmg lcttcr was rcccxvcd by itheaBpia
5',author)o{ thxs pamphlct : SO i \.x oot Bl
v R thtlc Rock Ark Dce. 30 1919 #i f i},;‘
Dcar Mrs.,Wells Barnett: ‘ S
" %This_is.one of ‘the 12 mens whxch is scntenccd to‘deat,) ] gl
A speakmg to you.on this day and thanking you for your greatdiRydy
'?é' ‘speach you.made throughout the country in thc ChxcagOaDcn
,.?/-\ fender paper.- So I .am thankmg you to thc very hlghcstin\n

‘!J X FETV
Sy

3 \I Stand and Wrmg My Hands and Cry
‘ ..+ By LLd Ware, : .

1,»‘ B

uscd to havc some lovmg frlcnds to walk and talk: wnh me,
\‘,t.h But.now I am in trouble, they have turned their backs on me;
4 They just-laugh me to scorn and will not come mgh, o
3 ,And I'just stand and wring my hands and ery., L

daret et R

Chorus. A S

". (,.

L PR

7 And L. just stand ‘and wrmg my hande and cry,” -
r‘,And I'just stand and wrmg my hands and cry, Qh Loxd'
"@omctnmcs I'fccl like I ain’t got no friends at all, "
."‘And I _]USLt .sland and wrmg my h:mds and cxy. ‘
Y.r"”l - AL ‘

""" '/“\'.-(,.v e

SRR SN

Y
. -:l "'\'5‘%’.\2 < £

i “ e are,innercent men, we was not handle with justice;at’all in -

f.“}you ‘all’soon.  Now Mrs. ‘Wells if you haveiany mail for us

: %In ;response to thls cry from Maccdoma, the wrntcr ‘took the .

imobdmm the outside tricd to lynch them! Dulmg all'that two -

weng to thc ‘penitentiary and spent the: day’ mtcrvxewmg thosev 3

1

s At ‘pray, for; us,’ T am a Christian’ man.: Please Chlcago lct,us hcar L

unal\c 1thls investigation could have scen the hght which came, R

f
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N 'tS_.omgtivmes'.I like to

e M - : t
w -",:alone, ‘ be in company and again 1 want to bc‘.-\ i
ith my enemics al] "‘rushin i -
U my’ crushing me and confusion j ;
"l then fold my arms and look to the skics, 10 my home; e

..‘:-‘ '%l‘;».'_‘,' "' RN And';I 3 y .
‘- i ke 1 aand il just stand
gt 0 BRCS JUst stand and wring my hands and cry.—Chorus,

[
Vv

-
L

)

| CHAPTERIL

'd) o 0" My heart is overwhelmed with sorrow, . BETEAY ¥ BEERO PR
A e ‘g{yt,‘]’:)'ﬁS are l;lclted down in tears: IEEH ' I ‘
g «1". But'T have called to the God of He B E R T
S caven, . RN
St v And I know He always hears.—Chorus | _ . THEIR CRIME
AL,y "This - hev « . : : ; ‘ ‘' §i. 7 The terrible crime these men had committed was to orgau-
RRETIREE - o Lhis they sang in the most mournful tones ever heard. ! 1 ize their members into a union for the purpose of getling the
';“" e e 103‘ wives and mothers and children were there spcudiug Iy -"ﬁi»v .market price for their cotton, to buy land of their own and to
TR unday ‘with them, and talking through the bars, trying 'to ' ¢ . employ a lawyer to get scttlements of their accounts with

. encourage them. They sang and praye
, ©-~ :grateful'to the warden for his kinld ti,c
v, .. cxhorted cach other tg be faithful (o t

|, .+ their white landlords.  Cotton was sclling for more than cver
. belore in their lives. These Negroes belicved their chance
ihad come to make some moncy for themselves and get out
from under the white landlord’s thumb.

;o Phillips County got plenty Negro Jabor to till the land and
i.they toiled with a will to raise the cotton crops of 1919, which

1y

d together and were so
atment of them. They o
he end, expressed their ).
s to dic if it was God's -4}’
0 pray to live and -have
n their prison doors as

; k'w“"‘wi'll they should do so! T told them t
Lo oo faith to-believe their God would ope

R .“WefﬁdthOSCOf Paul and Silas and to Pray and belicve that they | ¢f. Y iwould make them independent at last. Most of  these men
R }‘:’33 lgo free; that He would work on the hearts of thosec. who. - §yand their families had worked for years “on shares” and had
AR cld .the scales of justice and to believe those prayers would ».come out cvery year in debt or just barely out. The price of

. kscotton had been low, and the landlord who furnished the land
’V nand supplics saw to it that the Negro laborer remained in his

welutches from years to ycar. Always the owner or agent who
fwents the land. owns a gencral store or opens an account for
ithe tepant where he must trade and pay the prices charged or

» !)e answcrcd.v Tllou§a11ds of persons. on the outside were pray-- o .
A:: ‘. ~j‘mg~for Ithgm and doing what they could to help, and for them .7\
.~ to have faith to belicve that the great state of Arkansas would - )

..~ undo the wrong. that had been done to them. . I said they . H{
;. should pray daily: that God would give the authoritics th)c" i |
- ~wisdom to realize the wrong that ‘had Dbeen donc,‘am] thr"’
ieve such prayers ) ;
he state who .7

‘ wiget.no. food and supplies for himself family or hired hands.
S ohshe scason begins in March and lasts till the cotton is picked -
‘?ﬁ{:;‘lld'ginxncd in October and November. So that for the period
'»_“,"_'Qf',ninc months the cropper is dependent on the landlord for
‘A¥supplics. He reccives no money until cotton is sold and settle-’
Aiments are made. ]
fiss g’;}ﬁj".«thn cotton is rca(ly to be markcted, t.hc'landlord s:mp!y
' tells the cropper what his bill for the year is and what he will
‘Bt allow him for his crop. As a rule the bill for supplics is almost
' Aol always greater than the amount due the hardworking Negro
. 'S?flﬁ??iaixld'-llis family, and he has not been able to help himsclf. Ie
f,must stay. on the farm another year or be turned adrift to go.
#i:to.work on another farm under the same conditions. If he
sleaves-in debt the laws of the state make it a penal offcnsc..
Thousands, of Negro farmcers have worked under this cco-
iy nomic slavery for ycars. )
“1;'.,15:331.;f.33\»Tj1c ‘colored men who went to war for this dewmocracy
r‘;‘._:';,di sireturned’ home determined to emancipate themselves from the
v"ﬂ"‘i’,‘(b?law:ry which took all 2 man and his family could earn, lcft
Ly Ny L

-, .
A )
Woaet
balal

XN
L
¥

“‘“- ’l~1 ?\ (S
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R [P R [ .
- him in-debt, gave him'no freedom of ion’for’
Ll llllil:llili?: g:bp;'ogpcrty, no education for his chuldren, but did give’
) ' lynching and disfranchiscuicnt. 1f they
the farmers i that ncighborhoolil tfo,J_om t;u;
e ization they could cmiploy a lawyer to look alter scttlc-
o "4“(|:\reg:&l;?the' endyoi the ycalP; they could crcate a treasury ‘a‘nv(,l‘
1y ‘a’ tract of land for thcx{nscllv_csl; thcy could get un'.'u\c,
o : id -their cotton for higher prices. e
. ‘ér"r;ri:',:\?l;?vgndcr the idea spread like wild-firc? I,hc, Pro-,”'
. "/ gressive kFarmers and Houschold Union of Amcrica had bccnl ;
" " revived the year before, and when Robert L. Hill came among
« them with the plan the mcctlings were ’c§owdc.d with xllcxx.(:it;gu
* . women bringing their money Lo jou. . Ihere is not a word 1n
the constitution and by-laws of this order. about COllkbl)I‘rillcy
'+ to murder white people, as will be scen by thc rp;xdcr of this
.,bf)(.){({'is most . interesting to note that this union - was ﬁrs_t.‘
organized under Act of Congress in 1865, fifty-five ycars algod,
‘was revised and rcorganized in 1897 and revised anq.app'tc,d
e by‘Roberlt L. Hill and others in 1918. "1t was rutlh'ed"ar.i
incorporated under orders of the Supreme Court of Arkansas.
in 1918 at Little Rock, Ark. The men‘wh-o arc now awa_ltm{,
the -verdict of the Supreme Court on their sentence of elee
trocution were working undcrsa clmrtcni:p::mlttmg them 1o~
i t same Supreme Court L
urs:iglz):r%rﬂliif%:g c:’rizar:iz;cd un(‘ler this constitution a lodg
at Hoop Spur and onc at LElaine, Ark. The whltcv_far.m'crrs:
land owners and cotton brokers heard about those ;ncctlfilgb
and when the following circular was scit out by tlc' utx_l “n
naturally they became uncasy and decided to take somc actio

', coula: get -all

4

,

Don't Get Excited ‘
's Cotton Confercnce 1s

el !

Hold your cotton until the World
_over October 13, 14,15, 16,

" Let us sec what Uncle Sam mcans.

you when nobody clse can.

Uncle Sam can h‘Clp_.:

World's\Cotton' Confcrence o
Therce will be morc than 1,800 declcgates to the World's |

Cotton Conference in
will there be dclcgates
all parts of the world.
countrics abroad :m:f now ontthlca\:iq);.way or
i t armers to h ' B
‘t’rl'\:',:fff,ul?ffﬁﬁdwg;,.bm today the cotton sced n'xdus.l”ry hta':_,\‘,
reached to more than $4,000,000,000 anunually. This wi 'dcnf;f !
largely into this conference showing the growing nceds 106

i

there from all parts of the south, buy”
IHundreds of dclegates from twenty:
There was a t

k —— ——————

‘. ‘.'lv o AT
action, no l)!'OlCCllUn.fOl}“;{j%‘
Xl

New Orlcans, October 13-16. Not only, &

ime that /A
{ton sced and get- ¥

THE ARKANSAS RIOTERS. 0
-~ cotton sced products. For the forcign delegates it is agreed

U that landing on Amierican soil be made in New York and then

), s made up to convey them to New Orleans from New

47 " York City,

v That was all, but it was a Declaration of Economic Inde-
pendence, and the first united blow for cconomic liberty struck
by the Negroes of the South! That was their crime and it

whad to be avenged. N
i« But why was this movement a crime? Because “cotton is
king” of the agricultural products of the South. With cotton
sclhing for 45 to 50 cents per pound—the highest price since
the -Civil War—it mcant that Negroes were in a fair way to

Wy . .
o bccpmc independent and it was not to the interest of the
o white landowners fo let them do so.  12d Ware, one of the most

e

prosperous men there, had already offered two bales of cot-
Lwoton for sale. Ware was sceretary of the Hoop Spur lodge, and
¢ §-he had already refused to scll for 24 cents per pound, or 33
;- §cents. He was then refused a settlement of his account at the
i store. . He had gone to Helena to give a lawyer his case. On
L‘(“hls.'\rclurn home rumors were flying that the white people were
ke going to lynch him for doing this. This was Saturday, three
‘v:!‘:.(.la s before the riot, -
1‘;v Thq-Unitcd States is the greatst cotton producing country
giin the ‘world,  Of the 17.410.000 bales of cotton produced in
!?1,'91'8 Jin the whole world 11,818,000 bales came from the
JUnited States.  With the exception of the little grown in Cali-
shforuia, these twelve million bales—more than two-thirds of all
ihe cotton raised in the world—were produced by the Negro
silabor of the South! Without the Negro there would be no
v;,iwuon.- The South wants the Negro to produce this cotton
sbut not to sharce in its benefits, : '
2% With cotton sclling at 45 and 50 cents a pound, a bale of
speotton averaging 500 pounds would bring $250. Five bales of
sicotton would bring $1,250. No padding of accounts nor.infla-
ftion of prices could use all that money for supplies and leave
iwthe Negro in debt and. subjection. “Another way must be
found to do this, and keep the Negro’s wealth from him.
'y -
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CHAPTER IIL.

" , THE RIOT

Tuesday, Scptember 30th, the people gathered in their
church at Hoop Spur to hold a meeting of the lodge. The
place 'was crowded with men, women and children. Those
who hadn't paid ducs and become members were anxious to
do so. A pcaceful law-abiding hard-working group in their

- own church, attending strictly to their own business, about
two hundred of them. Suddenly at 11 o'clock at night with-
out warning a volley of shots arc fired into this frce assem-
Lly.- The lights go out and thosec who are not killed 1
woundced get away as quickly as possible. Onec white man,
W. A. Adkins, is killed out n front of this church, whether
by the men he is with or the guards out in front will prob-
ably ncver be known. -
-+ No one knows how many of these pcaccable unoffending
Negroes were killed by this volley as the persons who did
. this dastardly . dced burned the church down the next day
so. no bullet holes in walls, broken windows or decad bodics of
:Negroes would show the conspiracy of whites to kill black
« people. .}ad this becp a conspiracy of Negrocs to kill whites,
they would not. have started in by killing their own imembers,
break up their ‘'own mecting, nor burn their own church.
They would have. been in or near some white asscmbly hall
or home working mischief. There would be more cvidence of
the conspiracy to kill whites than the single body of W. A.
Adkins found dcad beside the automobile which brought him
to the Negro church to disturb a Negro mccting and commit
murder. Some excuse was necessary for their action, and the
persons ‘capable of planning and exccuting such a terrible
deed were not above furnishing that excusc for, their action.
Or Will Adkins may have been killed accidentally by the
men he was with, One of the Negro guards at the church
declares he heard onc of the white men say, “We are killing
our own men.” .
, It is because that one white man was killed in front of the
Negro.church at 11 o’clock that night that IFrank Moore and
-,17! eleven other Negroes are in the Arkansas penitentiary con-
‘.- :demned to dic. Nothing in the record shows he had any busi-
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i, ness there; he was clearly a trespasser, for every Negro in
% that church -agrces that without warning—while they were
t2all in the church-—a volley of bullets was hred in among them.
. Of those white men who were firing into the church without
:ause Will Adkins was one. 1f it had been clearly proven that
1e was-killed by a bullet fired by the Negro guards on the
utside, it was because of and in response to an atltack made
on-the church they were there to guard. Nowhere in this land
-would an unprcjudiced jury sentence a man to death for guard-
) 410 ing and: protecting his property and loved ones from unpro-
rvoked ‘attack! ’
st The other white man mentioned in the record, Clinton Lee,
met his death next day while he and hundreds of other while
.men “were, chasing and murdering every Negro they could
find,’driving them from their homes and stalking them in the
wwoods and ficlds as mien hunt wiid beasts. They were fin-
“lai’ 1shing up the job they began the night before. As a group
of Negrocs ran before the mob two shots were fired drom a
rrifle “one of them carried, and Clinton Lee fell dead. For
whis death five of the, twelve men seutenced are awaiting death
by clectrocution. Yet no man ia all this “land of the free and
@I';.l'lomc..,of'thc brave” will say that a man is not justified in fir-
ting baclk on other meun who are after him armed with shot-
runsito take his lifel :
zs;,v‘;T,Bo_th', these white men for whose death there men were
“{qund: guilty of murder in thic first degree and sentenced to
rdeath;werc in the attacking partics with crowds of other white
sinen.{ If there was any conspiracy, it would seem to be anmong
wawhite mento kill and drive away Negrocs. .
i Why? . The Negroes had made their crop. Lvery onc of
g#the two hundred Negroes condemned and killed had picked
“or-was' gathering in his ycar’s crop of cotton and corn! The
,';,labor"‘nvccdcd‘to plow the ground, plant the seed chop the
crcotton and “lay it by” had been furnished by their toil. Somec
.of the landlords drove the Negroces off the land after this had
& heen'done by refusing to feed them longer and forcing them
pruto-leave their crop before the cotton was ready to pick. But
2, cottoniwas now rcady to pick and some of it had been picked
by October 1st. It had been ginned and was ready for market
irsand the Negro duc to get the reward of his toil and white men
m What they could not do
3 lawfully: they did unlawfully with the aid of public sentiment
(i and the mob. They are now cnjoying the result of these Ne-
':-"gbcs?’,':'.labpr, while the Negroes are condemned to dic or stay
in“'prison twenty-one years, The wives and children of the
‘white men who committed this crime and robbed these Ne-
groes.arc:riding in automobiles, living in comfortable homcs,
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. of these Negroes are wandering
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"’cnjoying good food and fine clothes. The wives and chlldrcn

from place to place, homeless,
; pcmulcss raggcd and blarvmg, depending on pul)hc charity."

" CHAPTER IV.

; ¥ THEIR CASE STATED
‘ ;‘In this chapler is given the statements of these carnest,
“hard- sworking God-fcaring men whose only ambition was to
:'11 _bc,good citizens and get on in the world. 18d Ware, who was
rsceretary of the Progressive Ifarmers’ Household Union, had
120 acres in cultivation. lle owned a Ford car and while the
,-‘crops were laid by, drove his car daily to Helena, thirty miles
away, ‘and madc moncy carrying passcngers, Ilc says:

;.‘»' Ed Ware’s Statement.
{On’ bcptcmbtr 20, 1919, my merchants, Jackson & Long-
',)gbmnccker came to buy some cotlon 1 had just gmncd and offered
R ,‘ﬁ,mc 24 cents and then 33 cents for it. 1 refused to take it, and
¢ #'ithey;'said they were going to take the cotton at that price.
i "TCJ(,cth their offer and said I'd take my cotton to Helena to
‘ " They then said they were going to mol me, but I was
~»\;‘.\\'amcd about it.  So when they tried to fool me into their
ioi store so they could get me I refused to go in and kept out of
;"thcxr way. On the 29th 1 went to Helena and gave my busi-
ciolicss jover. to an attorney so I would not have to deal with
,z*thcm. At the same lime I went to sec what cotton was selling
' ,;ht ‘andifound tlmt Woolen & Davidson were paying 4414 cents
gy dur‘short cotton.”
“ "About the trouble which happened the next night Ed
LS, }'Vare says:
B0 00/On the 3Oth of September, 1919, we met in a regular
B mcetmg and while sitting attending to our business about 11
" Biolclock that night, some automobiles were heard to stop north
&of tthe church and in just a few minutes they began shooting
mvthc church and did kill some people in the church (which
.. 8 Lthcy sct afire and burned them up in it the next morning).
J’a’l hen about 150 armied men came over to my place and before
"Elthey got over there the news rcached us stating that they
L X were coming over there to kill me and all of the other Negroes
Y % that belonged to that union and then I began to look out for
S '.,myself I went out in my field about 200 yards from my housc,
S snttmg there talking to two other men about the threats that
+/Uhad just reccived. I happenced to look up and I saw a Negro
by “the name of Kid Collins running down the road in, front
}‘m house and followed by a crowd of white men. '1hc
y h yac
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Neg ud all of the white men were armed with guns and ‘3.3'11).‘?‘?}’1_‘: ‘was sending word that they was going to kill all the
':lxi;r(;u?d almost surrounded my housc when the old-man, ﬂibl,qg‘l}',pcople,nthcn I run back in’the woods and hid two days
7+, Charley Robinson, and Isaac Bird and myself began o' run. {hen“the soldicrs came then, I made it to them. T was carried

*+', ' The old man was crippled and could not run and they shot him (l9sLilainc and put in the school house and I was. there cight
" down and .iook him up from there and carricd him and put;
i mellic.on other Negroes. It was not the union that brought
R i et : Ll
" “everything they saw like a Negro. 1 lost all of my houschold A ° e
., goods and 121 acres of cotton and corn, two mulcs, onc horse, 3 sitwenty-two acres of cotton, three acres of corn. ~ All that was
. : v Bpeople had.. T was whipped twice in jail. Tl hit 1
Rt > ehort.” ! yesdipeople had.. whipped twice in jail.  These white people
i, This is a true rcj s know. that they started this trouble. This union was only for

[
P '

v

..

vdays.!)/Then I was brought to Helena and put in jail and
" him'in my wifc’s bed and lctdhim Sla)(,l tll;crc fo:n' d?ys'l" ghe“f"gl ;ﬁé{whu)p‘ed near to death aud was put in an electric chair to make
Yo hey ‘ try broadcast and began to shoot down i Cal ¢ S d
.+ they 100k "the country g L3 thisitrouble; it was our crops. They took everything I had,
‘.. one Jersey cow and onc farm wagon and all farming tools and -4 &,j;ti"ké“if"o!“ me and my people. Also all my houschold goods.
" harness and cight head of hogs, 135 chickens and one Ford car.’ ;ﬁf{:ClQ_thes and all.  All my hogs, chickens and everything my

‘ . .. E.D. Hicks’ Statement, ' ] (J/-w?. ";’j.?f’-aFZL)'lilld.- We were threatened before this union was therc
. *On Oclober 1, 1919, after the trouble the night bef6re inyd ¥

_ , Ak o make us leave our crops.”
.. =% the church, they were after all the colored pcoplf:/to klli;.‘; W

. them, so we ran into the swamp. [ had 100 acres of land, '/}
.. rented from Stanley and Moore Bros. I had a good crop of: §&

otton and corn on the whole place, My brother, Frank:fing \
Trche, w l y Motithat) chugch and got out of the cars and started to shoot in

: 2. Ihicks, worked about thirty acres of it in cotton and corn und}{ oL )
T worked the rest., I bought four mules and wagon and farm-:Eogthelchurch on, the Negroes. It was four or five cars of white

' ing.tools and all of my wifc's clothes and they took all tl\;xt{.fa.";,m,c‘.lj‘f'l'l‘}”ils on the outside of the church when these white men
0 Sfrom ‘me in that trouble. Now this is a true report [rom gahstopped.and put the car lights out, then started to shoot into
UFr;mk and L5, D. Hicks.” ‘ i w‘;thcychuch.: Lhen I ran with some of the rest of the people.

Z¥liwent home and staycd in the bushes until the soldiers camc. -

SAETR . Alfred Banks’ Statement.
R3] 'was at Hoop Spur church on that night to union mect-
zingiand do know that the white people came about fifty yards

N Joseph Fox’s and Albert Giles’ Statement. ‘ i 3 v,«‘grbvc‘p_‘l‘;was taken to Elaine and put in the schoollhiouse and 1
"t “On October 1st we saw about 150 armed white men com-; § swisithere about six days. I was brought to Helena jail and

'ing to our housc and we left the house and ran oun down inl(),'l-:'
" the yoods and carried our sister down in the woods with us B Rwas'whipped three times in jail, also was but in an olectris

L ‘and'they came and hunted us oul and they shot at the wolencn.»{} (é];‘m;}in{in‘,l‘lclcn_a‘jnil and shocked. I have the scars on my body
' .and kilied three men and wounded Albert Giles and Alfred /8 torshow'.now. " Now I am scitleuced to death. I did not kiil
s . Banks and Joe Tox. They were so thick around us, theyg

: : Y o killing : ‘az“).’.bf)d)"-'::-‘ The white people started the trouble themselves.
* killed one white man, and we heard them say, “We are killing (R '\N{(_;,}':;ll,wcrc driven from our crops before this trouble started.
"-our own men,” and they went to our housc and took every- His

] | hooting VK .,ilnc,f[:\milics had been driven from the place, T was on beforc
~ thing that was there. We do not know how the shootmu vttt ishtrouble started and several more were driven off other
,started that night, because we were not there.  We got “‘C.} places:*: It was not the union made this trouble; it was for our
“ "+ news the next day that they were going to kill every Negro Rcrops.t I was working thirty-two acres of cotton and eight
“they saw.” .;ghacresiof corn. All that was taken from me. Also one acre
e ‘John Martin's Statement, ol

UL , ) kl!ﬂlé(»:t({?p&tCh. All my hogs and all my houschold goods from
“I was at Hoop Spur Church that night to lodge mecting. ifjus:! tAll my clothes were taken and burned up. All I did in
I do know that four or five automobiles full of white men’ t.lfgﬁ,,gl,g]nc\of this trouble was run to save my life and others.
. came- about fifty 'yards from the church and put the lights! g ,l.,]-;§ayv.-whcn”t:hcse \yhxtc men came and started their dirt in
S ' out) then started shooting in the church with about 200 hcad s § %}%‘Fhur‘:h . e ,
A ,'..’of:;nc'n, women and children. I was on the outside of the plﬁji_s,‘ hrse oy William Wardlow’s Statement.
"7 church.and saw this for myself. Then I ran after they started w8 4]

\ ' (gl do know that it was four or five automobile loads of
""" firing in on the church. 1 don’t know if anybody got killed at iRwhite:men -did come, about forty-five or fifty yards from
Cnrall If{av\cnt home and staycd home that night, then the white: 1 Floop.

‘\w%},ippcd?ncar to death to make me lie on mysclf and the others.
i

(ol
$°S

S)txﬂr"‘cll_qrcll on the night of Scptember 30, 1919, where

- — . - ——— — J—— - - - - -
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"’ 'some of the Ncgroes. 1 was out in front of the church in they:
. road when these men came up in these cars and started shoot-”
', ing in the church on the other people both women, men and,
" children.” When the whitc men started that work'1 broke and
<% viran away. 1 sawthem when they made the first shot. 1 went
" “in the'woods and staycd all night. I staycd until the soldiers'/

- came, then I came to them. 1 had cight women and children ™
' “with me to hide, keep them from getting killed The white
people sent word all through the county that they were com
~ ing to kill all the
me.to Elainc and I was put in the school-house and they kept, !

~ me there seven days. Then they brought me on to Helena jail 4
‘and we was whipped like dogs to make storics on cach other.

I did not kill no onc. 1 did not have a gun, Then after-my !
- 'trial was over in six minutes, some of the white men camec
" from Elaine to the jail and told me if I would put somcthing
.. "on some morc Ncgroes thcy would turn me free,
call just two or three men’s names that they did call to me. g

in
i

3
I
A‘|l

g

lie'on no one. I was whipped twice in' jail.
While they were whipping me they put some kind oi dope
" in my nosc; also I was put in an clectric chair and shocked 8
__to make me tell a story on other men. ¥
.~ “This is my crop. 1 was working sixtcen acres of land, {§
fiftecen in cotlon, onc in corn,
months’ groccrics, $226,25, but I did not owe that much.
all th2t was taken, from my wile and she was driven off the?
place. There was only three in the family. These white pco-}
ple of Phillips County want to say the union caused all thisy,
trouble,
_this lodge organized in this county. They only: put this to:
" hold up their side.
* by they are driven from their homes and farms. When wej
e were under arrest, the white people went and burncd thel
£ .7+ church down to keep from showing up what they had donc."i
We was not taught to kill no one. It was only for us to comey
into union to farm and to buy government land.

T~ - X

- - g =l ; ..- '-_,'."' it ) ' i
NI SR e R T e R s

et 4

o " man. They took it upon themselves to ma _ ) ‘
There was over cighty men, women and children killed and ;8

. burncd up by fire.”

Y

e

e e s B

R Frank Moore’s Statement. . h 59
: Q' - “On the night of Scptember 30th we Negroes was at Hoop’;.gvf
ﬂ o " 'Spur church at union meeting. Over 120 mcn, womecn and. {8

. children were there in the lodge meeting and therc was more.

[N

»

' we ware. in ‘union service that night and did shoot and kill? < of
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forty. or fifty yards from the cl
lorty.or f wrch and stopped and st 1
hooting into the church on the Negroes anldpkillcd sox:urat%({

"3!“ [

)

it 1 would § e
g8 theiwhole trouble. Then I slippe

. g athe:y . . Then I slipped back tl .

1 would not do so, because it would be a story and I will not - B e i 55 oc that eve.
Necar to death. :E ]
gguns, shooting and killing men, women and children.

I was charged up for four'{d
So EN

Atitlclena. County jail and whipped ncarly to death to make me

NT)

400

It's not so. The white people was threatencd before" 52
e e v Lhe white people want to say that union was ‘
Just as fast as the NC[_‘{I‘OCS lay their CI’O])S; A th Y the cause of

fic runius away from our crops before this trouble started. The

Robert L.} g%

Hill did not tell us in no meeting whatever to harm the white g%
make this trouble, 8

y \Z'; 5:; . v . .
ﬂ&Hc,‘ﬁw;ls working thirty-cight acres of land, twenty-cight in

2

Fithem. .« So I ran home that night and the next i
uy»}'w!nges. sent us word that thcyg was coming do»\:::»otrl?;rrlf :}xl:((;
killfevery nigger they found.” So just as many of us could
" “vigctdv"gogcther we did so. About 11:30 that day there was about
‘ff,5001,.or 400 white men armed with guns walking and in auto-
v’%{;};r;&bllcsbat ‘ihc railroad coming from Elaine to kill us. So we
gihalliran bac of the ficld and just as we got back of the field

&?ﬁ&th@x‘: was a big crowd of white n hooti oy -
Negroes they could find. The soldicrs took | g nen shooting and killing Jim

‘ .‘;;Ml\llcr and his children and brother and sctting them on fire.
: ,;So.'w'llcxl we saw them shooting and burning them we turned
trunning and went to the railroad cast from there, and the

twh{xte people tricd to cut us off. They were shoot'ing at us
._a.l,l;,tlll,g time, so just as we crossed the railroad and the publi::
«}';"{%d’ it-was only two shots was made from the colored people.
gt wasn’t my rifle that was taken from the man who made the
intwoishots. - We all was running, I having made not a shot in

Zisayeimy mother and little children.  About 5 o'clock that eve-
‘E“nmg,;/thcrc was ncar 300 more white people coming on with
e » .
l"{,t,oolf the childgen and women and went to the woods and st:sl;)ull
‘,‘:Sunt,l_l the next morning when the soldiers’ train came I took
»v‘thle,,,g.:luldrcn and women and made it to the soldier men; thc:;
y.gthey. took us and carricd us to Elaince village and put us in the
xwhite schiool-house and I was there five days, W]as carricd to

ikitellistorics on the others, to say we killed the white people and

3

R Olprcd [)(.Oplc WhCll 1t tllc ChUICh th 1t i llt I dld ﬂot haVc H
3 L ‘ i 1
.*"gu" Wh;ltcvcl. g

theitrouble. It's not so; the white people were threatening to

»’.?Rh;l‘lsxps- County people know they started this trouble and
,‘Q;t-«h?.}: S_mly, got the army there to cover what they had done.
’(ﬁ:)-.<,;;1_..was‘ working fourtcen acres of cotton, five acres of corn
‘?\Jnd;,lnt_»-was the best crop on that place where I was farming.
‘Q_m»‘,aftcr that they taken my old father and put him in jail
after-he ‘had got his crops and taken everything from him.

) . . . . ;
2:cotton, ten acres in corn. Did not give him any of it, so he is

jstilliin Helena jail and I am sentenced to death., And all I
made was taken from my wife and she was driven off the farm.

_}{\yﬁ,l‘sqjtook $678 worth of household goods from her. They did
- i
" than four or five automobiles of white people within about: ‘?Z

qtégiyc us a fair trial whatever and would not let us talk in
.§9qtcnccd twelve men to death and put seventy-five
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"‘ e other N on the farm f . years, b i

: (f'.,‘.‘.‘,. P - other Ncgroes on tlg armi irosu one year to twenty-one years. ™ N AR !
it ., "1 Also they put my wife in jail and a great many other women A

. "+, Also they was whipped as well as the men. Also while whip- .
. ,ping us men, thcx put somclhing i-n our nosc to strangle us, .
" Also we was put in an clectric chair and shocked to make us

[ lie on each other” - : i

CHAPTER V.

2" "WHAT WHITE FOLKS GOT FROM RIOT.

—
s .

W e P SR T AR T o

: iwii 00! Old Man Ed Colman, 79 Years Old. O
“o v T “When' this trouble started at Hoop Spur church, I was. »Billy Archdale, manager of Mrs. Jackson’s farm at LElaine,

'51(.‘,.Avrl'<.,» was a leader in this movement against colored pcople.
w7 llehad rented this farm for three years and then hired colored
",i.fif\:pcople to work it on shares. Last ycar he started with thir-
tyteen Negro families on the place. By the time the crops werce
“laid .by” he had driven all but four of them off. ‘FThis
Fplace'is a mile and a half from Llaine. The way he did this
s‘f;\vas to-refusc to feed the families longer, insist they werce in
il hisidebt for supplics they got while planting, working and
,’i{fg}aymg by the crop, and taking furniture, chickens, hogs and
L driving: them away.
Wl vnlour ‘of these familics determined not to be run away and
_i;m.ade_‘ arrangements to get supplics without depending on
] ’\"Bllly'Archdalc. They were Gilbert Jenkins, James and Frank
.Moure and Daisy Frazier. These worked and stood together,

-

. ' at home m bed asleep. 1 was living two and onc-hal{ miles :
"t " from that trouble. By the Negroes running, I was awakenerl ©!
from my slcep and they told me about the white people shioot-

ing into the church on them. Then I was afraid to death ncar.

. ' When' the morning had come, I saw about 200 white men in 5
" .-"i.cars shooting down the Negroes and sent us word that they
-+ were going to “kill every nigger” they could find in the county..
And at 11:30 that day we saw ncar 300 white armed white?

7 ¢ <. men coming and we ail ran back of the ficid and when we goty
. .+ back of the ficld there was a big crowd of white mcen shooting g
‘7, and killing Jim Miller’s family., We turned and went (o they

.. railroad. The white men tried to cut us off When we got to i

- 'the railroad, some of them was there shooting after us.: Ity
. " "was only two shots madc from we colored megp. There was & i
~,+ 'notany life taken whatever. We was still running and ma(lc‘? oD ‘de.teirmmcd to stay and gather their crops, ignored the insults
2iowon it to the woods, where we were hid all night and all the next ppiand ‘threats of Archdale and were careful to give no offensc.
we v,y day. Then I came home to get my wife. She Was about dead (¥n"May, 1919, Frank Moore, who was ill, asked Archdale for
“'oor e herself. "When I got there, the white men had went and s(ﬁ\ot,;;,' %%$10:to go to the hospital. Archdale refused, cursing and threat«
« Vi and Hilled some of the women and children. . The next ay V@ ening to kill him. Moore got help from a friend and went to
"7 ¥ .I'found her, then I taken her and went in the bushes and ll\id R _%l},g:)’;‘llxospital. 1_Whilc he was goncphis wife hired help and laid
"7 for all night and all the next day and part of the next night ¥ygibyathe crop first of all on the farm. Moore was one of the

L "The whit%: people know they started this trouble. They did: pgiwc movers in organizing the union and was at the mecting
this to take our crops {rom us and run us away. =~ = i@ .{;tllgg;night ‘of the riot. His wife wanted him to lcave but
- I was working cighteen acres of land, twelve in cotton, six'{§faherrefusced, saying he had “done nothing to leave for; that if he

in corn. All that was taken from me. All my hogs and c'vcr)"- ‘_ ".“,r;in,,‘.;thcy'would say he was guilty of somcthing, he wasn't
"=t thing was taken from me, then I am sentenced to die. Fifteen

r23g0ing to leave his crops.” But when the mob came next day
_ head of hogs was taken from me. Also my cotton and corn, } _*,h(;;\"t,ook his mother and her children and all the women on the
“' " "The white people taken all that, then run my wife from hom(x";’;f ,Mp!qcc down in the swamp and stayed with them till the sol-
: - ; : w;}gdlzcgs came. His wife got away and was gone till she saw in

{nthe papers four wecks later that all was quict and people could
‘?i,’(go,;_back and gather their crops. When she went back to her
E,ahqusc, ‘everything was gone! She went to the ‘landlord’s
:g‘}l_qu.sc‘axld told his wife she had come to gather her crops and
pay,‘what she owed. She also asked Mrs. Archdale what had
igbecome of her furniture and clothes and where her husband
ji5was. Mrs. Archdale told her she would get nothing even

(,\,étl)g\lgh Mrs. Moore saw some of her furniture and clothes in
‘“"i{ y""‘,’.’ ) .
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also told her her husband wasiin

e Mrs, ArChdaIC'S'housc.‘ She s sag'(‘l;' hat thér'knockcd her down, beat her over the head with

’ N .
+.-."jail in Helena and. they were going to have him put iu'thq’k;‘ ’(_tfh‘ei,rgpi‘stols;‘,kickcq her all over the body, almost killed her,
Wi e electric chair,  Mrs, Moore asked why. “Did he kill an ;-,‘Q!’;ﬁt,hemtjobk‘ her, to jail.

A e body P “No,” she said, “but he had just come from the anuy{,‘f{ (gt
. s M .‘ . : . N . 4"" %

[PYRIEY

" The! same mob went to Frank Hall’s house aud killed
; -and he was too bigoted.”

L ' R ¢'fl?x:an‘ces.l'lall, a crazy old woian housckccpcr, tied her cl_othes
AT ' Archdale himself demanded to know what she came back’\“s' %"bv.e_rihcr head, threw her body in t,h,c public road ‘where it laly
S o When she said she came back for .her crop, her furni~’ Jﬂth_us_;q;pscd,hll the soldicrs came Thursday (-vclfnn’gli}nd t0ﬁ<
.. ture and clothes, he told her if she didn’t get out and stay Qut}‘:‘;‘.filj‘tul’:ﬂi".l,‘f‘mk‘had gonc to the gin with a *l'(.)ad (il N 01;]' Hii
X7 he would kil] her, buen her up and no one would know whereiggileft:horse, wagon and cotton to get a}‘_‘['“)’ '»"C"“‘l :C, m?l oot )
~ she was. 'So she had to leave with only the clothes she stoodifghtbrother; Paul had joined the union. He w as shot in the foot,
(. in, her whole yecar's work

gone and her husband in jail.. Jolmg iatakenito jail and is now awaiting clectrocution. He and his
" Nelson, another landlord, arrested and took her to Helena' tof8

¢ |8 brother owned their forty q‘l:lrc:ls wnich was in cultivatlop. His
L ljail although she hag sone back because the newspa rersin-MgEEwileland aged father arc st Lhe e ixtofive: -
vited thosf who had g%mc away 1o return. She wzlxs ]kcpt 'ixj%‘;%};\ﬁ'l]a,{]lcs Moore, father of Frank Moore, ﬂ[“lhoulgh] Sl?(bd'r;:’i:
. jail cight, days'and madec to work from 3 o'clock in the morn-preim QQT%>,01(1: was farming lw‘.“"t?"ﬁvc gcrcsl 0 ba;u ’"]3 1{:(1) this
©oing to 9 or 10 o’clock at night; she and fiftcen other colored 3 i\\gl,f,c'}'a_nd-’four younger children. e a S(;J ¢ O:oc et 1 _“,;
- women. This John Nelson who ran the farm of Wilford &5 uion and got away when the mob came. _He, ton weat back
V.. ‘White was recognized by some of

the colored people as ouc R q'gg«jghg:\assurancc.tlmt trouble was over. Tl}qy lol]d him to gc:
- .of the leaders of the mob, A Dr, Parker was another of the! ‘aheadyand gather his crops which he did. ‘1hen 1, L00, was

L ’.‘. . . 2 . »
Jeaders, also a Mr. Curtis who is a renter in the ncighborhood.;; gwrg:st(;d1an.d,thr(_)wn in jail in lllcl%;la, v\l/hcrc th(l'(;ls] tc(::(gy'thilr\ig
-7 Ed Warec told about the mob killing an old cripple namedf ﬁéll&trgc{‘agaxllst him and no trn;: . lcy ](tilVC du o l‘i);, hing
" " Charley Robinson and put him in his wife's bed. The twof B ahe:had, .cvery bit of the crops e gat 101';1 » and drove h > ke
- women were put in jail.  Before doing this, however, they; sand: four small children off the place. They are now in Ie
Iscarched the house for Ed Ware. He was sceretary of thef ock:in want, while the father an,d‘husbnq]dlx.s in !)nson;)r"in
: 'h?t&(/i uxziog. l'\l'h(}y broke open trunks and dra\lvcrs, took a’ll}, Wil K,nfo;c, llllsfﬁlftc\;:)n;lhitllcll‘:co?tttll; c<:1|]ﬂ:);)’m}1‘;::yrcn‘1‘;de’\si5 .
Ot Yvare's books, files, accounts with work pcople, sccretary’s (R dtensacres of land fo - S the .
. minutes and Masonic lodge books away with them. le}cy shot_‘ 'bzl_];cs,;gf‘,,cotlto]n, the sxn(}il(;:l.?éll])élclﬁc\:c;gl(}xx}gc.?\.sg%‘;])o:arilélsimv(\)/‘tg:
v into thq mirrors of the house and took fiendish delight"inReEKno ywas ‘laken way Long < sOn s
. . destroying things. They left the old man's body in thcghousc', tL\cmzig$606 for the year’s supplies up to 'OCt?bfcrtI]Sti) ]T‘:vg
“{or four days before they buried it. Longnecker and Jackson iR} 'ba,‘l‘c‘:s}wcrc sold to them at their price, which ]Ci t 3:$2';('1 fgr
gave the Ware’s three rooms of furniture to poor whites whom 1 duef»o.f",‘$‘360.‘ This meant that Mrs, Knox was a owc' )]
. - they afterwards moved on the place, the'two. bales of cotton sold to Longnecker and Jackson when
- : atithe:market price she should have reccived that for onc bhale, .
TSh,é",had,\four bales lcft in the ficld and stayed to gathcr.xt. This :
#rtoo' was turned over to the firm, and she was told nothing was
ui)nrlﬂi;)g'?to her because she was still $25 in debt! In olthcru |
\g'gifdst»Six bales of cotton, t.he smallest one weiglting ‘550 }
poﬁﬁ,ds'fat’45 cents per round, should llqve paid the debt of :
X Wﬁaﬁd:lcft"Mrs. Knox over $800 besides, Thcy'.too are . |
Bhenniless and homeless. {
5g£36;;1cks, president of the Elaine lodge, had 100 acres of ‘ ,
‘fayn[d‘;'\fén'ted.‘ His wife was the only woman to get any of her
Oy ©

After keeping- Mrs. Ware and. the girl who was arrcsted f
with her injail at hard labor for four weceks, sleeping somes

. Aimes on the concrete floor, they were discharged with scvcn-.:
"Leen others told to go back home and go to work as they had 3
~valways donc, “and never join nothing more unless they got}
- their lawyer’s or landlord's consent.” Mrs. Ware went back to ]
..+ get what she had left ang found nothing. She saw her safc]
in a Mrs. Forsyth’s house and a Mr. George had her chairs, .. :

A woman nanied Lula Black, who with her four children)

rwere working on a farm, was. dragged out of her home by
.. the mob and asked if she belo

i 5 : ' : the trouble, also
nged to the union. She answered” Fe ,l:gqug&ho!d goods when shg kwcnt badck }Sg:c v::hich ble, alxo
" “Yes.”. They asked her why. She said, “Because it would’ g soniezof 'her hogs and chickens and a S

*_ better the condition of the colored people; when they worked, g
'

N
it would help them to 'get what they worked for.” When sh )

gand;irealized a little moncy on. For the twenty-five acres of . !
;cbttQ'xl‘éahd four in corn she received not a cent, All was taken :

R <o ther.” ., . !
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AR : . ) o ilmore Jenkins, 15 acres cotton, and corn, worked f

AR After taking cverything these people had, when these 1 H JArchdale, Elaine, Ark. . ! » Worked Hor

... WOmen went to Helena after the trial of their husbands they i ST M itchel] 40

sS4l wwere permitted ‘to see them only once and they had to pay - itehell, 40 acr
+" " dollar each to the jailer for the privilege of doing that!

AT o Summary ' 5

Cowo- 7 Ed Ware, 100 acres cotton; 100 bales at $225 per bale. .82

&4t . . Frank Hicks and Ed Hicks, 100 acres cotton; 100 bales -

ek 0T U at $225 per bale. ..., ... RN T T PO Eiit 1y Al .

PR * Albert Giles, 20 acres colton; 20 bales at $225 per bale 4,500 345" Wx I Curry: 70 acres cotton and corn, warked for Wilford

- Joseph Fox, 20 acres cotton; 20 bales at $225 per bale  4,500,3 “’t\, ’éll‘tcﬁ"ﬂool) Spur, Ark. .

. Alfred Banks, 32 acres cotton; 32 Lales at $225 per bale 7,200 ?L 'ng l!:\kcg, 25 acres cotton and corn, worked for C. L. Ba-
.. John Martin, 22 acres cotton ; 22 bales at $225per bale f ‘*,; d,g_l%la'x‘nc,‘ Arle. ‘

.0, William Wordlaw, 16 acres cotton; 16 bales at $225 per . hocsleggens, 20 acres cotton and corn, worked for Deck

o bale Lol LT e e rard, Wabash, Ark.

“5.. Frank Moore, 14 acres cotton; 15 bales at $225 per bale lgrv'h{;Icsllalle, 30 acres cotton and corn, worked for Deck
B R ¢ Coleman, 12 acres cotton; 12 hales at $225 per bale , a"f{; :Wabash, Ark.

(ot WL Knox, 10 acres cotton; 10 bales at $225 per-bale. .. . S»%-’““SO"' 38 acres collon and corn, worked for J. L.

K

@7 “Paul Hall, 40 acres cotton: 40 Leles & $225 per bale.. 9,000 aiRI9nes)Eiainc, Ark,

¢s cotton and 5 in corn, worked for Dr,

f?Elainc, “Ark.

:Haas, 15 acres cotton and corn, worked for Long-
Jackson, Elaine, Ark. '

: 4oy, ¥ox, 18 acres cotton and 7 in corn, worked for Deck |
22,500 y BllowardxWabash, Ark.

oo ) ‘ Lans Rollins, 20 acres cotton and corn worked for R, P.
G Total L et 586,050 0K fé-n'.‘%!'.‘cr-“"k- |
L 2 This roughly estimates the yicld of cotton at a bale to the TIJ', ' ;’é X:}S,ZZ acres cotton and corn, worked for S, S, Stokcs,
't acre, the average bale to weigh 500 pounds and the average, NIy \SracdFiC '
Yo price at 45 cents per pound. As a watter of fact the average }H l(a:hqzl(l,cy;]lgu'u:a. 26 acres colton and corn, worked for Dr.
' -was nearer 50 cents per pound. This does not jnclude the SRR \agason, Llaine, Ark,

L A C\l’lt‘xhl{crl, 20 acres cotton and corn, worked for Lam-
0ld&'Co., Elaine, Ark.

[¥Dixon, 20 acres cotlon and corn, worked for Lambrook
o llaine, Ark.

_gn}cgrf\MQOrc,_SS acres cotton and corn, worked for Billy

h,dal,_e}'-‘El_ainc, Ark. ‘
MWl Mack, . 18 acres cotton and corn, worked for Key
t.a‘;{ippﬁ‘;Wabash, Ark.

... cotton sced which has as high market value comparatively as{l
'v. .+ 't cotton, nor does it include the 100 acres of corn fﬂiSC(Iyl))’u
= o . v them, tor the stock, hogs and chickens raised by these men, 3
" all of which were stolen, It seems not too high as an estimate;
‘ to say that these twelve men alone had $100,000 worth of cot
ton, ,corn and cattle stolen from them by the mob which stol

“* . The record for the seventy-five who arc serving terms ‘6,! : ';;"mfvaarbcx',i' 22 acres cotton and corn, worked for S. S.
. imprisonment is not complete but a glance at the list sccured h es,xLlaine, Ark.

be¥Brown, 20 acres cotton and corn, worked for Dr.

<. shows: " D) A2 row
‘ g:ng‘lam‘_e, Ark.
N4

e " Walter Guley, 23 acres of cotton and corn, fartned f
L % B. Stanley, Elaine, Ark. S
v . " " B. Earl, 30 acres cotton and corn, worked for Dick How- 88
ard, Wabash, Ark. ' : T

. . John and E. F. Foster, 40 acres cotton and corn, wor
..~ for Dr, Cruse, Elaine, Ark. . R
 'Will Hampton, 35 acres cotton and corn, worked for R. P #

Alman, Elaine, Ark. ‘ Y

" I. W, Swats, 20 acres cotton and corn, worked for George
" E. Blackburn, Melwood, Ark. Y
LT T Andrew Goff, 20 acres cotton and corn, worked for Dr,;
L. st o' Cruse, Elaine, Ark. B

LR S R . . .
R YRANES e T .

BdveiReed, .20 acres cotton and corn, worked for Lam-
sakgElaine, Ark, v

eiry~Avant, 58 acres cotton and corn, worked for Lam-
k‘ﬁila' S Ark. .

iCharley: Hubbard, 58 acres cotton and corn, worked for
bgogk,isElginc, Ark,

-

f VRl [ohn“Thomas, 35 acres cotton and corn, worked for S. S
IS1d gaf_ﬁElaine, ‘Ark.
& ]"Qp%;gqﬁcrson,':is_acrcs cotton and corn, worked for R./P,

laine, Ark.
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“nearly 2,000 acres of cotton and corn that the white mclno

" and the onc hundred whom they lynched outright on -thatk

ing their wives and children out to suffer in rags and hung

 Alman, Elaine, Ark.

THIE ARKANSAS RIOTERS.

Bob Jackson 23 acres cotton and corn worked for “S}S.

1 Waltcr Ward 20 acres cotton :md corn, workcd for

~Cruse Elaine, Arl\ ,,'}.\,.{5‘. 3_‘,: '

T

4

Wlll Stcward 50 acres cotton and corn, worked {or Rfs?
)

]un Smith, 48 acres cotton and ‘corn, worked for ”Wlll&
, -Crege, Elaine, Ark, " ’,&6‘54 -: E
Here arc thlrty -four of thc scvcnty -five who are scrvmg »,’;i ded
“ sentences ranging from five to twenty-one ycars. Lecss thagg
half the whole number but this thirty- -four had cultivated. ovc(‘
a thousand acres of cotton and corn during the yecar of/grace
19191, If the remaining forty-one did as well, thosc scvcnty} k
-five Negroes arc serving terms in the penitentiary f{or havmg

CHAPTER VI -

The Jolmston Boys

‘i', fhc mob wlnch killed Jim M111c1 president. of the Hoop
p'uplngc :of the Farmers’ Union, and his family, thean burned
\1 ir b?dlcs .also-arrested and Jallcd other officers and mem-
o s*qﬁgthxs ;union and thus stamped it out of existence had
.,."n §uch§excusc in the murder of the four Johnston brothers
“way than by drlvmg them away from their crops and:prej cl‘cpa “Ark. Yet they too paid with their lives the penalty
ferring charges against them! It mcans that the. “{hlt réxng7prospcrous negroes in the neighborhood of the riot.

lynchers of Phillips County made a cool million dollars:las "‘ AL, Jolnston, a native of Pinc Blufl, Ark., was

Phillips County, Ark., could gect away from them in no oth I

.a

‘ year off the cotton crop of the twelve men who arc scntcnce i 47"9 to the daughter of Mrs. E. A. Miller, one of Helena’s
~to death, the seventy-five who are in the Arkansas penitentiar Ohgprqsperous citizens, and owned a ‘;plcndld practice there,
1e;ten years. of his practice as dentist he had built' up
alth for’ hxmsclf and family. He owned a building in which
nl,?, -lad a.drug storc on one of the main streets of the cxty
idy .‘\‘domg«wcll His two younger brothers had been in
41 ) ,m‘% PL\One of them, Leroy Johnston, was wounded in the
gnc.l s;,gn Trance, and unable to come back with his regi-
Loy :.”f'}l at, lm»l“nftccnth New York Infantry, because he was suf-
: Qg irom his'wounds in a hospital when they left for home.
gle}hc-cntlrcly recovered from these wounds when he
fh tdered..; The two younger brothers were running an
On\obllc/buqlllcss and lived with Dr. D, A, E. Johaston.
olgcr ‘brother, Dr. L. IT Johnston, a physician living in
a. ihad come to visit the threc brothers and a hunt-
\tr p to celebrate the reunion was planned On October 2nd
. \ ca:g;ﬁ'thelr way back to llclena with an auto loaded down

"

awful.October 1, 19191 And that not onc of them has; cvc
. been arrested for this wholcsale conspiracy of murder,* rolp
bery and false imprisonment of these black men, nor for. dr;, .

Jsp

and yantl P -

B

Y

k)

I:lamc ‘They went back to their starting point, left

i ',uto .game and guns and boarded the train for Helena.

N ody-'(was on' the lookout for them for when the train

. l\gough Llaine members of the mob boarded it and took

ston boys' off, handcuffed them with ropes and placed

Ll m, an auto; driven by O. A. Lilly, a real cstate decaler of

slenatrAsihe started to drive the auto away, members of

&&n b‘tblazcd away at it, and killed the Johnston brothers,
hite dnver and filled the auto full of holes.

&ga e,,thcy, were told of the riot and advised not to drive’
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The bodics of these {our brothers lay in the roadside whcrg

g s'said b the authorities to have been one of the insti-
they fell from Thursday morning till Saturday aitcrn')ongl\ gt’ ) rough

l;,s;‘of the trouble at Llaine and Hoop Spur, was brought

Ve the hot sun just as if they had been so many dead dogq.,,&,t X lenalin chains last night. Hec is said to be a cousin of
Yi, PR .-last permission was given the mother-in-law to move them'an ) ﬁfBrattou attorney of Little Rock, and former postmaster
.+. ..., they.were given burial. These prominent citizens, cducatgd, 20, Q}mt;gcxty: and also a member of the Jaw firm of Cascy &
.. . cultured gentlemen, had committed no crime, nor were'they i;ﬂ attoniwith offices in Ielena. | Feeling against him is bitter,
e . even charged with belonging to the Farmers’ Union or. knm&é1 sbu hcre'havc been so far no indications of sununary action.
L ing anything about it. They were killed by Amos Jarm_a dttontan nincteen Negroes, some of themn women, arrested

: county treasurer of Phillips County, who is also postma tm‘e nection’ with the race war, are held under strong guard
Helena.~ i c DUty 'jail, and it is understood that they will be tried

;0w © . The Helena World of October 2, 1919, says in a bulletig

T - “The building on Walnut Strect owned by Dr.D. A, K Joh

o ston, Negro dentist, killed by County Treasurcr Aos Jarnia

e tOdil)'. after ]Ohll“Oll had ‘shot and killed Alderman ORRY tedlin;black type and a two-columin announcement reads:
: Lilly, was surrounded and searched this afternoon., More:tha u “PROCLAMATION!

NSRS a dozen high-power nﬂcs and scveral cases of ammumt} e {0 The funcral scervices of

e were found.” - JAMES TAPPAN
B Another column in the same issue is headed: ' \V:H be held at 4 p. m. today and

next term of the llnlhps County Circuit Court which
0 ycpgs ‘two,weeks hence.
,--4" e}’mgyor of the city issucs a proclamation which is also

by 4 ; o LN W

e Ay el oty
e

o T o P NS

L ' “Important Correction o ‘Y The services of
o . “In the excitement and uncertainty created by the' evend o CLINTON LEL
* . of yesterday it was stated that Clinton Lec was shotd R E“YAt 10:30 a. m., Friday, October 3rd,
.~ killed accidentally. ‘The statement was madc in absolulc " rcfo:;c LG '\'“bhl Mayor of the City of Ilclena,

SIfon t}\c,gcm‘?cns of Helena to close their placus of business
[l\ ithefhour of the respective services in order that the
citizens who sacrificed their lives at our call,

B “faith, but investigation develops that young Lee was shot b
- . Ncgro with a high-power rifle, Other Helena boys who w
"+ with him bear witness to this fact. The sympathy OH
.. cntire city goes out to the bercaved family and that of Jamg
. A. Tappen, who died from his injuries yesterday alternogie

- They died in the line of duty and their memories willi]i T
o forcvcr in the hearts of the people of Phillips County." is"
L ‘What duty? That of lcaving their home in Helena 't \
i thirty miles away to hunt and shoot down Negroes who ‘wel
s pcaceably minding their own business and excrcising the ‘riglii
‘of American citizens to organizce to better their conditidf
The leading citizens of the towns ncarby joined in thcf’l 3
hunt to kill Negroes as another article in this same
* states. " It says: ;
"~ "Partics of armed men who camc to Helena from ‘
don, Marxanna, Marvell and dther points near IIclcna“_

T gar -
%
k<

: J. G. KNIGHT, Mayor.”
'lhOSc men were officers of the law, et “they
;llvcs,nl our call” says the mayor. The whol('
l'gonor to; the men who left their business, armed
§4and went out to murder black men like the John-
pthers and’others who had broken no law nor done
ﬁrm?&;&Thc Johnston brothiers were in chains and could
Bibiha, m\,‘,'they were high-class citizens aud successful pro-
{dual. ‘men;yet their lives were taken and their bodies lay
] f}heﬂroadsxdcum the blistering heat of the summer sun
] ,cy,‘Putnﬁcd while thc city of IIclcna did honor to their
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Point and Clarksdale, Miss. aided in patrolling the strects :
Hclena last mght and assmtcd in prcscrvmg order! in¥
luwiE e, Sopre of these visiters left for their ho: 1084
morning.”

Another item states that:
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poof -the proposed strike caused the government to counsel
pJagainst the militant mecthods threatened by the miners and
_c',v’en'_'"'thc' President of the United States from his sick bed
Bisent: his appeal to the strikers in the interest of peace.
08 But the miners turned deaf cars to that appeal, closed their’

nfficyesito the disastrous results of the impending strife, and
faihoasting of their power to throttle the nation into submis-
‘ é,\;ipx)iﬁ*fwcxxt on a nation-wide strike and for a period of ten
o A S - s days”crippled transportation, deprived the public of food, shut
S I o iy off lights, banked fires, thus threatening to freeze the helpless
T CHAPTER X o itpublic, and spread misery over every part of American soil.

ot e ‘ ViR Court injunctions were ignored and the Government, helps

' s : SUMMARY AND CONTRAST. Ty g‘E'lcsss',, yielded, and the President capitilated to the strikers.

-7 Economic justice recached its awful climax in 1919 in the; M8 The strike leaders, triumphant, called off the strike and the
fnal answer to two appeals made by working wmien, ‘both'Y |

. “ miners’ appeal was rewarded with success.
. groups seeking through peaceful appeal to win better wage Sl

vy .
v : " éf“ Shortly preceding these eventful days, another group of |
. . and working conditions; both preseating their gricvauccsvlj‘f
.+" -through chosen representatives, one to be rewarded by the®

‘,{-?_:laborcrs decided to make their appeal for better wages and
.... President of the United States with patient hearing and final

soworking conditions.  ‘They had suffered conditions whick
s Ly .. denied them freecdom to make fair contracts, forced them to
- success, the other to suffer massacre at the hands of the mobzy
' and the death penalty by courts of law. Sl

;- buy at exorbitant prices and sell their produce at rates amoynt-
st 1 The first group of working men was composcd of the coalf;

< ing. almost' to confiscation. Land tilled on shares barely
w7+ ~- miners whose appeal merged into a strike, the sccond group¥

“ brought the farmers money cnough to pay their “findings,”
g I

P . ~supplicd by the white land owner, leaving the toiler a pittance
..+ et hwas composed of colored farmers, whose appeal was fore: i of his ycar’s work, often lcaving him in debt.
" .stalled by a conspiracy against them, which, formed -among: $i< . The Negro farmer hoped to share in the increased price of
= .white land owners, to perpetuate the pconage complained’- Y% cotton and the general prosperity of the Nation, and all during’
' 771919:looked forward to a bountiful reward at harvest time.

*against, put to .death by lynch law scores of colored farmers’
"aud then prostituted the process of courts to their purpose, - ‘Cotton, which in former ycars had sold for twelve and four-
“teen: cents a pound, had gone to forty-five cents and higher.

.+ sent seventy-five working men to the penitentiary for-long

.00 pterms of imprisonment, and doomed twelve to die in the elec-" §i".The .sunshine of “Great Expectations” brightened the cabin
S o trie cHair, . © ' Yehomes. But when harvest time came, the farmers’ dream
LT ¢ .7~ The bare statement of thesc facts is so shocking to the *i failed, for profitcering land owners combined and no forty-ive-
" . 3ense .of justice that it almost defies belief, but the statcmcnt'{,"‘fi cent prices were to be had. Farmers who would sell their

»finds’its complete corroboration in the burnt and pillaged. f' cotton for twenty-five cents were paid the price. Those.who
v~ - . homes of the helpless colored farmers exiled or murdered and iff’ demanded the market price were unable to sell. Naturally
. the ninety victims who in hopeless despair look through ‘the/iffi: widespread unrest followed. The farmers resented the impo-
penitentiary bars, twelve of them sentenced to death becauses|’ sition of the cotton buyers, and the buyers denounced the
.. they dared, in this democracy of ours, to ask relicf from eco- 11" “darkics” who dared to demand a square deal.
nomic slavery. A Yilv . Meanwhile, the Negro farmers decided to combine their
. » - The circumstances attending the two appcals were almost’ L forces and employ a white Jawyer to represent them in their
‘v " ... as remarkable as were the final and widely differing results. ",_ plea for better systems of contract, better wages, and better
Lo . The miners made their appeals for higher wages accompany- ¥ working conditions. The result was an organization which
~ 5, . ing them with the implied thrcat of a strike. That appealilli’ was of the nature of a secret fraternal order,
) 7 " was made to the Federal Government and was accorded a full ¥~ The farmers joined the lodge rapidly and the section in
.. 2 "~ and patient hearing. Representative labor lcaders were heard ‘and around Elaine was represented by nearly two hundred
; by chosen representatives of the Government, who granted B firmers. The mecting places were the colored churches at
- relief in some cases and denied it in others. The miners, dis- Lo
. satisfied, retired from the conference to determine further §
., " action, ' : ' .
e Quick action by miners unions followed the report of the
-~ v, miner leaders. A strike vote was called, and in overwhelming
.-numbers the miners decided to strike. The disastrous result”
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ufined - their homes were robbed of cvery bit of property, so that .
when-those who were set at liberty, upon their prowmtse not to'™ -
if-'tj'Qin' the lodge again retwrned, they were without food, shelter - L
wor clothes! o
AgeR o contrast the result of the plea of the miners for hetter ‘
}'.E\Wllll“n. with Hoe vesabta of the plea ol tie Abagian coliield
3 by blendboalte O e Hidpey, b dbacoene by thilledog

-.. . - R 5“3‘"
" :Elainc and Hoop Spur. Only three mectings.had heen held-#Y
Z“two of theém before the day of the “slaughter of innocents “xh8
, Which was the 30th day. of Scptember, 1919, The lodge em. i
S g,"l’l")‘—’_d Mr: Br:}(tful. awhite Tawyer, to represent thc-nuznl":
ISP bers in their eflort to secure the markel price for their cotfon'
- ta wivange fuy bt U A Y T N TR TR TR I T wlll}) 3
fa | the lnidoswiera and petierally o arcbepd el bndeyeage o100
| Fhia tabun v n abeg v edog ek Brpiera ik iod l‘l""“'iﬁ“rl
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fllhk.lllﬂhﬂ!lnﬂ ol e wihijte provpde ool vopre abon gl Hmlnl!(.,,
o i gentle hints that the Neyioen wepo sl adstaloe, thene 0
were followed by warnings to colored people to Tet that lodge iz
.+ ~business alone.  Colored men knew of tie success of whitei 7]
men in labor movements, and, believing they would be pro-'i4}
tected by law, continued their plans for 'pl'cscnling lhuir;r{h;_
‘claims, Ty . 3
.0 Then came the tragedy such as no labor movement in ®¥
7 this country has cver witnessed, On the night of Scptcmber‘v‘h\“ !
-,/ 30th, while the lodge was in session at the church in Elaine, 12 8
- "vabout 150 men, women and children being present, five auto-- L
mobile loads of white men stopped in front of the church and |
immediately fired a volley of shots into the building.. The-
- people rushed out only to mect volley sfter volley from the
white mob. Scveral persons were killed, the:othersiran ‘to’
* the woods or made their way home. One white man was shot®’
but whether he was killed accidentally by one of his fellow".
Iynchers or was shot by some Negra during the hght is not
known. ‘ :
" Next day white men from all over Phillips County and .~ .
" even from Mississippi set the church on fire, burning up sev- - § -
~“eral persons who were killed the night before, and then began “é’, )
a systematic man-hunt, killing colored men indiscriminately, N S
driving others from their homes, and then taking from these
abandoned homes the produce saved by the farmers for their
.winter use. Thousands of dollars worth of property was *;
destroyed and stolen and cotton by the bale which the farmers
. - had refused to sell was boldly carted away by members of
the mob. - ‘ .
. * Next followed an cven more deplorable act of this Arkan-
"+ -sas tragedy. Upon pretense that the white man who was
—"killed on the night of the riot, and also the two next day were
.the victims of a conspiracy formed by colored people to kill-
~all the white pcople, over one hundred colored men were
arrested and thrown into jail. While they were thus con-

{s‘ﬁ"i,luwph- A pliise el dleamnne v ol ade boe i wai bd v ainy el
SOt Tl i oo d t wodose, comachial fopethes winl
o lone epreseidadivea oo prencnt e plean wlds vl
?}"H\u thrent of aoatiiloc Hhede s wore not nited and '
|)u"lu||n|Iu“ the Prestdesd s appeal, they stk T aleihe
U e ed the Tiocas healthe comdont aid wellare ol the ontlie
?:,g‘.uuliuu. Jlhey detred the courts and hrought the, President to
2 ofiis knees. ile yielded, the strike was won and the niiners
voscame into their own, - ‘ ' '
S The colored farmers combined, counseled together; em-
ployed counsel to-present their plea, They did not threaten
i to strike, did not .strike, menaced nothing, injured nobody,
§ andwvet: o -
70 Hundreds of them today are penniless, “Refugees from
pillaged homes™; : - T
v~ More than a hundred were killed by white mobs, for which
not one white man has been arrested; - ) :
- Seventy-five men arc serving life seatences in the peni-
tentiary, and '
“v.Twelve men are sentenced to die,
©» If this is democracy, what'is holshevism?-
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: -‘patlon in- the disorder, which resulted in the death of five.

. ;7 'The six men who were sent back to Phillips Countv

Helm, Negro recently arrested, also will be tried on a first

. were_not controlled untill Federal troops were sent into the - ‘* ‘

distrist. gr' W
‘M€ opinion in-Arkansas, it will mean the lost of millions of
#. dollars to the state, because Negroes will not remain in

CHAPTER X
THE ARKANSAS SUPREME COURT ACTS

Since the foregoing was writlen, the Supreme Court ¥
. of the State of Arkansas has acted on
. twelve men awaiting electrocution in the penitentiary at
. Little Rock. .The decision against six of these men was re- /@
_versep and thelr cases were remanded to Phillips County for |
. trial.” This decision was rendered on the indictments and Y
not on the -merits of the cases,
The cases of the six who were found guilty of murder
in'the firs¢ degree as chargfed in the indictment, were af- ’,;’
‘firmed and they were thus left to be electrocuted according .
. to the sentence of the lower court. The entire country a- .’
“‘waits the result of the decision. R

by the Supreme Courts decision have been tried again by ::
“the Circuit Court and again sentenced to death—the faultv '
wox'dmg of the indictment this time having be»n corrected: !
In sending out the repotr of the.same the Associated Press,
_.dispatch made again the charge that those Negroes were.,
mgamzed to kill white people and seize their property. .f 1
The dxspatch reads as follows: S

. TRY SIX COLORED MEN

Second Trial of Accused Rioters in Arkansas. '

R Helena Ark., May 3.—Six Negroes - sentenc‘d to
dealh for alleged (g)artlcnpatnon in the Phillips County race -
disturbance last tober, faced retrial here today. Ben ..'§

degree - murder ' charge. The retrial was ordered because’ \'

Ity wording of the verdict. e
of fau 4 g . right the great wrong done to these innocent hardwork-

~ing men.
. protection of the law for life and liberty—they will prove
/. the greatest economic asset of the state. If not and this

Seventy five Negroes have been convicted of partici- U

white persons and unknown number of Negroes, and which

- Of those convicted, 12 received sentence of death and 5'%
pnson “terms ranging from one to 21 years. ik
The dxsturbance according to evxdence adduced at the s

the appeal of the, ',"}g; ‘
; &

‘never rest until this great wrong is righted.

» Cliristian, moral and legal forces “carry on’
© men are given their lives and their freedom and Arkansas
" clears her skirts of this awful disgrace,

THE ARKANSAS RN RS o7

4 Ongmal trials, was the premature outbreak of an inaurroc-

"tion followed by the Progressive: Farmers and Houshold

17, Union of  of America, a Negro organization, the purpose of
4. which it is said was the annihilation of all whites aad the
558 . seizure of their property.”

" The American thinking public cannut bring back the dead
but it can open the prison doors and let these poor defcascless
men go free. There must be cnough justice in Arkansas to
Not until this is .
done and the peonage system cnded can Arkansas take her

. placc among the brave and the freo.

Oowrnor Brough has startcd the movunent - Let the
" unti]l these black

When black mon
can receive protectqion to life and liberty and property.

" they will gladly give their labor for the prosperity of the
+ South. As long as this dastardly crime is condon. ed,

shielded and encouraged by white men, black men whose
labor is needed for its development will avoid the state

~ and leave the South to ruin and desolatlon as they are
doing every day.

: Meanwhile this booklet goes mto the greatest court.
in the world and before the bar of public opinion pleads

~ the cases of these helpless men. Every reader a member’
" of that bar and the white people of Arkansas—the hon-

est, law-abiding christian men and women of that atate

.. —are the judges and jury to whom this appeal is made.
" They are urged for the honor of the state and its material
.. welfare to investigate the facts given in this book in an un

_.Ebejudeced and-impartial manner and if they are found to

e true—these people will know what steps to take to

If they are given freedom and opportunity,

outrage is approved by the great Court of white public

?;‘;the state unless thns great wrong is righted.

This is the answer to those who are honestly geek-

v“xng‘a plan to stop Negro emigration from the farms of
< Arkansas. Put a stop to the plan of taking the fruit of the
i'lI\_Iyegrov'sllabor as was done-at Elaine and Hoop Spur last
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October and In helng done all over Avkunnug where No-

, groow'work tha furmns of while nion,
ST Ballaving thal under normal conditions withe Lhe

black Man’s'rights guaranteed him and the protection of

law for hix life, Uborty, and proporty, * ' the South is Lthe
. best soctlon of our country for tha Negro, the priter (a
native of the South) will be only too glad Lo cooparato

~ with the progressive clement of the white South in bring-

ing about such a desideratum.

CORPORAL LEROY JOHNSTON




