
-I-HE. WORK OF A MOts

-l

C ' r , / r  / /  |  i r ' s ,  (  ;  eorg  t ' r l

I

r | - rF l ! l  r ece l l t  s t r ' r ) r ) s  l e  t t e l  o1 '  P l es i r l en t  l l e  r vas  s i t t i ng '  t l y i ng  i ns t : r n t l 1 "  l l i {  \ \  l t c

I  W i i son  ' r t l  l r  t l '  l r i t l g  r l l s  r t n r l o t t i r t e r l l t '  * ' - o t '  o i t o  ' f t o i '  t n "  r ' u r t " t  pass i l r g  t \ r t  oL rg i r

c a l l e t l  f o r t h , , r ,  t " t " " ' " " ' l t i t t n s  f r o t l t  c o l o t c t l  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  h e r  b r e a s t '  I l r i r i l c u i o u s l \ ' r ) ) l : s

peop le  f o l l o r v i n r  r l L t '  ' t " t i t i t t * t  i n  R rooks  f t *  r ' " i i t  f t " t  
' n : 11^ t l ] ] ' l i l t t t * t  

H ( ' l  \ \  ( ) L r r r ( l

a n r l  l - o u n , i c s  t  u u 1 ] t t ' ' ' " ' i ; u " ' - l t " '  1 ;  2 - l  i s  n o t  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  s e l i o u s '  
' f h e : r t l t . n ( l l n u

l l a t r t l t c , n  S : l t t h  ; t  * i r i t i : .  f a l n re  o i t t i t i ^ t '  t ' :  
l ] : 11 ] : l ' ae l '  

i s  sa i t l  r r r  l r i i ' t '

k i l l e t l ,  an r l  I l e \ \ ' s l ) : t l ) t r  t l i spa t c l l es  r epo l l  s i r  s t a ted  t l i a t  she  s ' ou l t l  l e cove l

p e l s o n s a s h a r . i n g l l c e t l ] v n c h e r l { o r . c o t r t - T h e r e s e e m s t o l l e n o e v i l l e t t < . e t l l ; r l \ 1 r . .

p l i c i t y . l n l . e s t t g ' a t t o t t . . h u . u . t l r t r t a t . I e : l s t s * i t t ' * o . r . a p e d i n a t l t l i t i o n t o i l e i t t : l s l t r l t .

e l eve t t  pe f s ( r r t s  r r t ' t t ' x t l l t ' r i  

" " ; ; ' t ; ; ;  
u t ^ ' " " * '  o f  t he  murde .  t eae i r e t l

B r ' o o k s : t n . l l , r l r r ' t l . l e s ( ' o u t t t i e s i i t . e s i t L t ' t h e c o m n r u n i t } ' , R r e a t c r . o r v r l s o f t t l t , r l l i t l . l

a t e t l  i n  t hc  so ' " t t l r t r  t r r r r os l  I ) a r t  t r f  t h t  s t a te  t ' o y t  f r o *  
: n . e -  : t : : ' : - " l nL i cs  

hu l t  i e t i  t t i  r i t t :

o f c i e o r g i a , n e i l r . L i r o i . . l o r . i t l a l i n e . T h e l . a l c . p o t . E x c i t e n r e n t r z r n h i g h 2 l t l ( l p o s s t : \ \ f r ' c

in the he:rr . l  , ,1.  r -1,"  , . ; l ; ; . ; i  . " . t ion ui  t t . r "  i i l t t t "a i^* f t .  forn.ret l  
-  

to sea) 'ch fo.  J"ht t -

=iot" ' ..::." '*,,::,, ' 
,,^. :*;n ;:*l.J:ii?:'ill'll::i:'l'"j''l;l'l;'ll:':

,r:lt:llll:,1,,,,i":l'i:"':1";;" 
"i:i:::i".J':; ;;;i;., smith's rire' rriere rvas .rs'r t.rk

l y n c h i r r e s . w a S | l ] e , * ' , ' . ' ' o t a l a r ' g e p } a r r t a . o f o " o , , . p i ' ' o c y i r n l o n g a l l L l l l ) b e l . o f \ t g r t , . ' s

t i o n  j n  L l l o , k s  (  o t l l l t \ ' .  l l e  b o l e  a  v e l  - v  p o o r  i o  f t i f  f  S n t i t f t '  a n t l  r e p o r t s  s  e t e  c i t  t ' r ' t i r t l t : t l

reput t r t ion  i r r  th "  'o ' t t " tu ' i i l i  L " " "u tn -  o i  i t r  in^ i  ' f t "  g rou l r  invo lve t l  ha t l  n re t  l t  t i r ' '  ) to r r t t '

[ r ' ea tn ten t  o f  h i s  \ t ' q l ' o  e t t l p l oyees  o f  I l : r yes  Tu t  t i e r '  ano the t '  Neg t  o  s  l r o  l l : r L l

S rn i t h . s  I epu ra r l o r )  l n  , r I i .  r espec t  ha r l  be -  . ; {T€ t ;  a t  t he  hands  o f  Sm i th '  an t l  h i s  r v i f e '

come  so  r v i c l e - - sp re  a r i  t ha t  he  hac l  t he  g rea t -  I I a r y  Tu rne r '  whom Smi th  had  l ) e2 l l t r r  o r l

e s t r l i f f i c u l t ) - i t r s e t r . t r t n g r r n y h e l p r v h a t e r ' e t . . " " " ' " l o c c a s i o t . t s . H a y e s . | u r r r e l ' . r t i s s i r i t l .
He,  thel 'efore.  n ' iuJ ' t t t l  t i t "  erpedient  of  going t 'na pt* iot t* t ' t  to:u-"1 : r  ternr  in t l ie  ch: t t t r -

i n t o t h e C o u r ' t S i r n ( 1 . " 1 . , e n e . ' e r a N e g r o r v a s * u n * : f o r . t h r e a t e n i r . r g s n r i t h . f t l l l t l r v i r l g

convicter i  unr l  $.as u, , , , i ,1"  ,o p i ry h is f ine.or  i r " l l r t ' t  beat ing of  Tulner 's  rv i fe \eYcr ' -

was sentence(i to serte a leriocl in thc chain' 
:-i:t"" ':, :t i :; i i : l"J:i l";;;::"et 

hri ' i  sotte
was sentence(1  to  ser |e  " ] i . ' i ; ; :  

' r l " i " ^ . "  
^ "a  back  to  rvork  f  o r  Smi th  z rga tn .

gang, Smith rrould secure ntt,  
. t" ' , tJ: ' ,- ; ; :  

"  
ihe f irr t  of t l ie mob's vict inrs to lrc t .p-

k*,ij:t"*:J::il:;Jifl"^l:-Ti'lii t,,.",r *u" w'r Head, a Nesro.or 'n"iil
admi t t e t l  he fo re  h i s  t l " " i f . l '  i i t " t  he  k i l l e t l  mun i t y '  who  was  caugh t  on  F r i da l '  I r l o t  r r r ng '

Sm i th ,  hac l  t , . " t '  r i n "a ' " i i t i t i ' "  t ' " i i " "  t " t  i r i a y  i z '  a t  8 : 30 '  nea r  Ba rnev '  Geo t ' i r : r ;  t l t e

gam ing .  Sm i th  pa id  h i s  hne  and  Johnson  t " con t l  * u t  W i l l  Thompson '  se i z ' e t i  l l t e r  on

was put  at  rvork on t f - } . ' io . .u. ;s p lantat ion t ; ; : ; t " "  day'  That  n ighrboth rvere lynched

unt i l  the th i r t l , r lc , l )ars har l  been rvorker l  out .  
" "" t - i t " "o" t i l le ,  

about f ive mi ies f ror l r  Vl l -

Johnson hat l  rvorkecl  out  t l ie  per iod ani  hacl  t i ; ; ; " '  Members of  the nrob state( l  !o thc

put in consicre,obl. n'o'" ii''"""'J r'"4."r'"a 
;,:**'il"l;"T"'?"T"lT;t1:i ?:];

:il'JiJ"r;;t.ll1,,j"'=jl;r^::*""ft^:f; men' rhe investigator learned rrom a mitn

quan'el  resul tet l  A few days later  Johnson ' " f " 'o ta- l* td being in the niob'  t rut  rvho

. did not show up for rvork in the fiei<ls and ::l;:l:t':'rl:urJ;,::::,]J"ti':*:i:,1lli:
ti1,i,:'-'I",-J'ri;:.:;,T.[,'J',JT:X:; ;;;";;;"; or the two reacrers or the F rid:r1

the rearson.  Johnson to ld Smith that  he rv i 's  n ight  mob and 
-of  {3een 

of  the olhel  mem-

sick antr unabie to '""'il"i;ii;;';;;;'fi l:;:":t,ll,:.,Til;"JL"'i,l"I:;,i::';.:l';:
,.J";";:T*'i,fi.,'',",''u.o,i"'il"il";i:il1 IJ-in"-inu".tigator on his p.onrise that he

tations or the victim. Johnson is said the'n ;:;f ::"Tj::*:i:; llTi iri"JiX ilili;
['1";;:"rtr:l;,:i'"'it-'1itlii,"-i"l.,x'"''s-11 ;;;; ;;" Jo so"*our. mean that he *'ou]d
later, rvhile sittinq in his home' Smith v'is ":9;:l:"i]:"t:.','lll*"1 l:,*itltJ:1":;:rvhi le s i t t inq in h is honre '  bmrLIr  w-tn " '^  . " - ; . t r ; "  death,  for  l raving Fiver t i re

twice throug-h the rv indorv near rvhi th 2 ln( l  p '
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informat ion.  These names were furnished

to Governor i {ugh M. l )orsey,  of  Georgia,

on July 10,  by the invest igator  in person.

In addi l ion to those named to the G.ov-

ernor thele \vere many nrore f  rom Qui t r ,han
and a large number f ronr Valdosta and. . t i .c

surrounding country whose names u 'ere.nct

learned.

On Saturday morning Hayes Turner rv: is

captured and lynched near the fork of  the

N lo r ven  and  Ba rney  roads .  On  be in l  cap -

tured l - re was placed in the Qui tman ja i l

ahd for  some reason unknorvn to the invest i -
gator  was ta l ien la ler  in the t lay by Sher i f f

Wade ant l  Roland Knight ,  the c l r lk  of  the

county court ,  ostensib ly to be carr ied to

N' [oul t r ie fo l  safel ieel ; in: r .  
' l 'Ln 

ncr '  \ \ ' : rs

taken f rom these men en roLt te to Nioul t r ie,

at  the fork of  t l ' re roads about three an<i

a hal f  mi les f ror l  town. He rvas lynched

with h is hands fastened behint l  h im iv i th

handcuffs and was ai lowed to hang there

unf i l  Monday rvhen he was cut  c lou'n by

coun t y  conv i c t s  and  bu r i e r l  abou t  ha l f  a

hundred feet  f rom the foot  of  the t rec on
rvh i ch  he  was  l ynche r l .  i ) u l i na  .Sun , l a l ' f o l -

l o r v i ng  t he  l ynch in r r ,  i r un r l r c t l s  o f  r r u ton ro
b i l es ,  bugg ies  and  r vz i gons  l r o te  s i Lh t sec rs

to  t he  spo t  uh i l e  n rany  r r r o re  t Lz rn r l i r , t l  t h c l c

on foot .

Ano the r  Neg rc  r vas  l ync l r e r l  on  Sa tu rda l '
z r f t e rnoon  nea r  i l o r vcn  z r t  a  spo t  l i n r r i r r t

a s  t h e  O l d  C a m p  C r o u r r r l .  T h i s  p c l s l ) n  n r i r \
I r a v c  b e e n  E u g e n c  R i c e  $  h u s I  l r ; i l r r { '  i l l ,
pea red  i n  t he  Geo rg ia  p l ess  . u r i ong  l hc  i  l t ' n -

t i f ied and acknorvlcdger l  v ic t inrs,  l r r , i t  u l ro

was  neve r  even  ren ro te l l '  connec ted  n i t l l

Hamp ton  Sm i th ' s  k i l l i ng .

About a rveek af ter  the t r : rged1' ,  r l  t ragc-

d i es ,  s t a r t ed ,  t he  bod ies  c i f  t h ree  un idcn t r i r e , l

Negroes rvet 'e ta l<en f lon.r  the Li t t l t - -  I i ivn ' .
h p l n r v  R a r n p v  T t  i r  n o t  k n r ) \ \ ' n  u  h c t  l r ,  t

these bodies were those of  some zr l le: rdy ac-

coun ted  f o r  o r  u ' he the r  t l r ese  r ve re  aL l r l i t i on : r l
v ic t ims of  the mob. At  the last  accounts
the bodies themselves had disappeared a11, . l

could not  be located.

The murder of  the Negro men rv:rs r le-
plorable enough in i tsel f ,  but  the nret i ro i {  bv
u'h ich Mrs.  Mary Tnrncr rvas put  to death
was so revol t ing and the dctai ls  are . 'so hor-
r ib le that  i t  is  u ' i th re luctance that  thc
account is  g iven.  I t  might  be Drent ioned
that  each detai l  g iven is  not  the stater .ncnt
of  a s ingle pelson but  each ph:rse is  re iater i
on l y  a f t e r  ca re fu l ' i n vcs t i q : r t i on  and  co r ' -

roboration. Mrs. Turner made the
nrark that the ki l l ing of her husband
Saturday was unjust and that i f  she
the names of the persons who were in
rnob that lynched her husband, shg w
have warrants sworn out againsL thern e
have them punished in the courts

cRlsIs

Tl i is  news determined the mob to
her a lesson," and although she a
to flee when she heard that thev
after her, she was captured nt noon oi
Sunday. The grief-str icken and terr i f ie6
woman was taken to a ioneiy arrd
spot, down a narrow road or.er rvhich thi
trees touch at their tops, rvhich, with tha
thick undergrowth on either side of the
1oad, made a gloomy and appropriate spot
for the lynching. Near Folsom's lJr idge
over the Little River a tree was selected for
her execution-a small  oak tree extending
over the road.

At the tirne she rvas lynched, Nlary Tur.
ner ryas in her eighth month of prelnancy.
The clelicate state of her health, onc month
or less previous to del ivery,  rnay be im-
agined,  but  th is fact  had no ef fect  on the
tender feel ings of  the l rob.  I {e l  ankles were
t ied together and she rvas hung to the t ree,
head downrvard.  Gasol ine and oi l  f ronr the
automobi les were thrown on hel  c loth ing

lnd rvhi le she wr i thed in agony and the 
: :

r r r ob  how led  i n  g l ee .  a  ma tc l t  r v : r s : r pp l i ed

i ind her c lothes burned f rotu i ter  person.

\ \ ihen th is had been done ant l  . i 'h i le she ' l

rvas yet  a l ive,  a kni fe,  eviderr t ly  one such :
: rs is  used in spl i t t ing hogs,  

" r 'z ts 
takcn and : '

t .he rvornan's abdomen was cut  open, the un- .
l iorn babe fa l l ing f rom hel  rvomb to the

g|ound. The infant ,  prematurely born,  gave

trvo feeble cr ies and then i ts  hca, l  $ 'as

crushecl  by a member of  t i re mob rv i ih h is

)reel .  Hundrecls of  bul lets rvere l l . ren f i red 
-

into the body of  the rvotran,  nos'  merci fu l ly

dead, and the rvork was over '

Chime Ri ley,  another Negro ' *ho wae

supposed to have lef t  the cotnmuni ty,  was

found by the investigatol' to have been

lynched instead.  By the t ime that  he wag

ki l led,  the mob evident ly  had begun to De'

conre fearfu l  of  too many outrages and de'  
-

ternr ined to coneeal  h is bot iy .  Al though no

one seems to have even remotely conrlected

i i inr  u ' i th the murder of  Smith,  he was

lynched, h is hands and feeL t ied together

rLnd  t u l pen t i ne  cups ,  made  o f  c l ay  and  usec

to catch the gum from the pine t rees when

' 'chipper l . "  thus becoming t" ty  heavy'  were
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t i c i l  t o  h i s  l , o r j ] '  and  he  r vas  t h rown  i n to  t he
L i l t l e  I l i ve r  nea r  Ba rney .  The  i n f o rman t

in th is case,  seen on the spot  tvhere Mary
' f  urner rvas l1 'nched, stated that  when the

r i r -er  s 'as lorv he had gone down to see i f

t l r t '  I ' u ' l r  h r r l  come  up .  F i nd ing  no  L race
of the body,  he assumed th:r t  i t  had become
lodge t i  i n : r  sand  ba r .  He  s ta ted  t ha t  I i e

fonnr l  one of  the cups,  ho' rvever,  rvhich he
g' l -*  l ieeping ls  a "souveni t . "

Dur ing the outbreak,  another Negro by
the name of  Sinron Schuman, who l ived on
the ] ' Ioul t r ie Road near Ber l in,  was cal led
to thc dool  of  

'h is  
home one night  between

eisht  : rnd t r inc o 'c lock.  He rvas seized and

ha r l  no l  l r een  seen  s i nce  u1 t  t o  t he  t ime  ( seven

teeks  l : r t e r ' )  t ha t  t he  i nves t i ga to r  r vas  i n
thc sect ion.  The inter ior  of  h is house rvas
r l cn i o l i s j r e t i ,  h i s  f am i l y  be ing  d r i ven  ou t ,  and
thc  f u l n i t u re  u ,as  hacked  t o  p i eces .  H i s
f r r l i l r ' ,  a t  t he  t ime  o f  t he  i nves t i ga to r ' s
l i s j t ,  l a s  ) i l i ng  on  t he  B ryce  P lan ta t i on ,
nea i 'Be r ' l i n .  The  o f f ense  a l l eged  aga ins t
Schun r i r n  i s  unkno rvn .

( l on t l a r v  t o  p ress  repo r t s ,  S i dney  John -
son was not  h id ing in the srvamps near Val-
dost : r .  but  rvas in Valdosta f rom the t ime
of the nrurr ier  of  Snr i th to the t ime that
hc  s : r s  k i ' l l ed .  l ) u r i ng  t h i s  t ime ,  he  i s  sa i d
to have made the statement to several  per-
sons  t ha t  he  a l one ,  r vas  i n t p l i ca ted  i n  t he
k t l l i n r  o I  S n i i t h  a n , l  t h a t  h e  a l o n e  k j l l e d
hinr .  T i rere rvas no suspic ion of  Johnson's
pl 'esence in Valdosta unt i l  Johnson went to
another Negro,  John Henry Bryant  by name.
and asl<ed fo l  food and aiC in making good
his escape. Apparent ly  i t  was Johnson's
rntent ion to rvai t  unt i l  the v ig i lance of  the
mobs * 'as re laxed and the roads no longer
\atched and then f lee ' f rom the country.
Bt 'yant  gave Johnson the food and then
ni is tenet l  to to*,n to te l l  where Johnson was.
The house u,as imr lediate ly surrroundecl  by
a pos-se headed by Chief  of  Pol ice Dampier.
This rvas done wi th caut ion as Johnson
was kno\ \ 'n to br t  arned and had sworn
that  he rvould never be taken al ive.  John-
son had only a shot-gun and a revolver,
whi le the posse was armed rv i th.  h igh-
Powered r i f les.  The. f i r ing began and the
Chief  rvas wounded in the hand ar id one
of h is men in the neck.  i :

After the firing had gone on for ;a few

pa r t .  When  i t  r i i d  no t  r esun te ,  s t i l l  a c t i ng

c:rut iousl l .  the house s 'as t r - ts i ret l  a l ld John-

son's bod1, rvas found, dezrd.  Cheated out

o f  i t s  1 r l e1 .  t " l r o  c l u \ \ ' J  t uok  t l r e  b . r dy ,  un -

sexed i t  r i ' i th  a shalp kni fe,  thres '  the am-
r r r r : r l c ' l  r , : r r ' r s  i I t . o  t 1 1 "  r t l e C t  i r f  f f ' O n t  O f

t he  house .  i i n t l  t hen  t i cd  an  cn t l  o f  a  r ope

ru l ound  Jo l r nson ' s  nec l i .  f  he  o the r  end  was

t i ed  t o  t hc  i r ac l i  o f  : r r r  uu ton t c i b i l e  and  t he

boc l y  d rague r l  i n  open  day l i r : h t  dou 'n  Pa t t e r -

son  S t ree t ,  one  o f  Va ldos ta ' s  bus i t r ess  t ho t -

oughfales.  anr l  out  to a p l : rce near Barney

and near the scene of  the c l ' iure.  There

the  dead  boc l y  $z i s  f : r s t ene i l  t o  i l  t r ee  and

l r u l n e r l  t t . r : r  c r i s p .

\ , - e r v  ca re fu l  l L t t en t i on  r vas  l i ven  by  t he

in l es t i ga to r  t o  l he  accoun t s  g i r - en  a t  t he

outbreak of  the al la i l  that  i t  l r -as caused

i r y  t hc  c i r cu l a t i on  o f  p ro -Ge rn ran  p ropa -

s: indi t  in thc se<' t ion pr ior  to the outbreak

in  t he  hope  o f  s t i r r i ng  up  rac i a l  d i s t u rb -

r t nces .  ' \ b so lu t c l l '  no  e ! i t l ence  r vas  f ound .

S ince  t l r c  l l n c l r i nss ,  n ro re  t ha t r  f i ve  hun -

r l l e c l  Neg rocs  ] r ; r l e  i e f t  t he  i n rn red ia te  v i c i n -

i t1 '  of  \ ' : r l r iost : r  i r lone : rnr l  nr : l t . t1 '  nrote have

esp lesse , i  t h r '  r l l t r . r n r i n r r i o r )  t hx t  t hey  t oo

u'ere goin!  to leale as soon a-.  they could

r l i s p o s e  o f  t h e i r ' l : r n d s  a n d  g a t h e r  t h e i r

crops.  This u 'holesa)e migrat ion occurrecl

; n  - sp i t e  o f  t h r ca t s  n rade  t ha t  an ] 'Neg ro

rvho : r t t en rp ted  t o  l ea l e  t he  sec t i on  * ' ou l d

thus shorv th: i t  he was inpl icated in the

murder of  Smith and rvould be deal t  rv i th

accordingly.  Hundreds of  acle-s of  unt i l led

land f lour ishing rv i th s,eeds ant i  c lozens of
' l c s e t t e r l  f u l r n - l r o u s e s  g i v e  t h e i r  o s n  n t u t e

test imony of  the Negroes'  at t i tude torvard

a conrt .uuni ty in rvhich lynching nrobs are

al lorver. l  to v is i t  veneeance upon nrembers

of  their  race.

Al l  of  the facts out l ined above,  inc luding
the names of  mob leaders and part ic ipants,
u,ere given in a r rcmorandunt p lesented by
the invest igator  on July 10 to Governor
Hugh M. Dorsey.  Governor Dorsey re-

ceived the informat ion gladly and has prom-

ised to take act ion on the evidence submit-
ted.  In a message addressed to the Georgia
legis lature on July 3,  1918, Governor Dorsey
denounced mob v io lence in strong terms,
saying:

"Mob v io lence shouid be suppressed, and
by  S ta te  au tho r i t i e s .

" I f  th is is  not  done, i t  is  very probable
that  Federal  intervent ion wi l l  not  be long
delayed."
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rninutes, Johnson's f ir ins ceased. A few
rnore bullets were fire(l into the house for
Sood measure as i t  was thoueht that the ces-
sation of f i r . ing might be a ruse on Jol inson,s


