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178 THE CRISIS

reason that forgetting the investigations by
Negroes at Atlanta University they turned
to white institutions to encourage investi-
gation'  and neglected established and
worthy work is because if they are going
to cooperate with the dominant white South
and even with certain classes of Northern-
ers they cannot meet Negroes as men. The
propaganda that is so largely carried on
and the influence that is so often formed
through social intercourse must always, at
present, be offered with the Negro unrep-
resented and unheard.

There follows easily the habit of having
no patience with the man who does not
agree with the decisions of such boards.
The Negro who comes with his hat in his
hand and flatters and cajoles the philan-
thropist—that Negro gets money. If these
foundations raise, as they do in this re-
port, the cry of fraud they have themselves
to thank. They more than any other agency
have encouraged that kind of person. On
the other hand, the Negro who shows the
slightest independence of thought or char-
acter is apt to be read out of all possible
influence not only by the white South but
by the philanthropic North.

If philanthropic agencies could unite for
certain obvious great movements how
splendid it would be! Take, for instance,
the duplication of higher educational schools

which Mr. Jones repeatedly denounces and
which, undoubtedly, is a source of weak-
ness. The General Education Board could
settle the matter with the greatest ease.
Fet it offer in Atlanta an endowment of
$500,000 for a single Negro college, pro-
vided that there be but one college there
for- Negroes. The boards of the different
schools immediately would have something
to act upon. As it is nothing that they can
do individually would really better the sit-
uation. A new college formed by a federa-
tion of colored colleges in Atlanta, Marshall,
Texas, and elsewhere, would be easily pos-
sible if an endowment was in sight.

SUMMARY

Here, then, is the weakness and sinister
danger of Mr. Jones' report. It calls for
a union of philanthropic effort with no at-
tempt to make sure of the proper and just
lines along which this united effort should
work. It calls for cooperation with the
white South without insisting on the Negro
being represented by voice and vote in
such “ cooperation,” and it calls for a re-
casting of the educational program for
Negroes without insisting on leaving the
door of opportunity open for the develop-
ment of a thoroughly trained class of lead-
ers at the bottom, in the very beginnings of
education, as well as at the top.

National Association tor the Ad-
vancement of Colored People

THE BURNING AT DYERSBURGCG.
AN N. A. A. C. P. INVESTIGATION

ON Sunday, December 2, 1917, immedi-
ately after the adjournment of church
services, a human being was tortured and
burned at the stake in the heart of the
town of Dyersburg, Tenn. The victim was
a Negro man, thirty years old, who was ac-
cused of criminal assault on a white woman
of the county.
THE TOWN
Dyersburg, Tenn., is a prosperous town
of seventy-five hundred inhabitants, thirty
per cent of whom are Negroes. It is the
county seat of Dyer County, one of the
wealthy counties of the State of Tennes-
see, and it is situated in the center of the
county, which has a population of about

thirty thousand. It is seventy-six miles
north of Memphis, and two hundred miles
south of St. Louis.

There is a good white public school and
two colored public schools. The colored
public school is divided into two sections,
owing to the fact that some of the Negroes
live on one side of the town and some on
the other. The principal of the white school
is paid fifteen hundred dollars a year; the
principal of the colored school is paid one
thousand dollars a vear. There are six
white and five Negro churches. The prin-
cipal of the colored public school bears an
excellent reputation among the white peo-
ple. as do the ministers of the more estab-
lished Negro churches. There are five col-
ored physicians.




L
,

N. A. A. C. P. 179

While there are no immensely wealthy
citizens, there are a number of men in well-
to-do circumstances.  Several residences in
the town are worth from fifteen to twenty
thousand dollars

Two cotton compresses, a cotton oil mill,
several large lumber concerns, and a num-
her of other industries are carried on. The
main railroad which passes through the
town is the Illinols Central. There are
three banks, of which is national.
While sume of the colored people have fairly
comfortable homes, the Negro populace lives,
for the most part, in shacks and cabins,
which are not fit for the housing of animals.

The present Muayor, Mayor Evans Carne,
began the serving of his third term Jan-
unary, 1918 Under his administration, a
new lighting syvstem has been installed,
streets have been opened, graded, and paved,
and many other improvements have been
made. It is stated that Mayor Carne has
done more for the uplift of the town than
any other Mayor.

LATION SCOTT

The Negro, who was burned at the stake
in Dyersburg on December 2, was named
Lation Scott. He also went by the name
of Ligon Scott.

He had been employed during the crop
season for about two years as the assistant
of a white man, who rented and farmed
a small section of a larger farm. This farm
was in the Fourth District, two miles north-
east of Dyersburg. The white farmer had
been previously employed as driver of an
express wagon; at the time of the crime
he was employed as freight handler at the
Dyersburg Depot.

It is assumed that the white farmer
thought he could make more money, after
Crop season was over, by working in town,
leaving the Negro to do the work on the
farm. The farmer was, himself, under
thirty years of age. His wife was twenty-
four. They had been married four years
and had two children, one of whom was the
barticular pet of Lation Scott.

The Negro was thirty years old, six feet
and one inch tall, and weighed one hundred
and fifty pounds. Accounts as to his intelli-
gence vary widely. One report asserts that

one

- he was almost half-witted. Others attribute
-t him the intelligence of the average coun-

try Negro. A man who knew him states

that his head not well formed. Mr.
States Miller, a white man who conducts a
hardware store on the south side of the
square in Dyersburg, and for whom he
worked on a farm for u year or more, says
that he regarded him as one with the aver-
age intelligence.  He also says that during
the time he worked for him no criminal or
dishonest tendencies munifested themselves.

He had the reputation of being a splendid
hand at general housework, or
“ spring-cleaning,” and a short time prior to
the erime, of which he is accused, had done
work of this sort for a prominent woman of
Dyersburg. She states that she was alone
in the house with him for two days. No
trouble, however, resulted.

In addition to farming and the doing of
odd jobs, he was a preacher. While some
claim that he was a Baptist, or Methodist,
Mr. John M. Tarrant, of the Dyer County
Exemption Board, states positively that he
was a Holy Roller. This sect is very strong
among the Negroes and poorer white peo-
ple in West Tennessee, and has been ex-
tremely active for the past few years. It
is more than possible that he was a Baptist,
and “ went over " to the Holy Rollers.

The emotionalism of this sect is extreme.
They claim the “ gift of tongues,” and make
a practice of going into trances. ‘They
jump, jerk, shout, sing, and do what 1is
known as a ‘‘ Holy Dance.” The white peo-
ple who belong to this sect are, for the most
part, inhabitants of the back country re-
gions. It is generally felt among the more
intelligent citizens that membership in the
sect unfits a person for steady work, and
effort is made to prevent reliable servants
from joining it.

It was reported that he was a victim of
an advanced case of syphillis. This story
was widely circulated and unquestionably
served to further inflame the passions of
the white men who were searching for him.
He was included in the selective draft. He
did not sign his name to his examination
blank, having made a mark instead. The
investigator for the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
visited the office of the Exemption Board
and found that he was not exempt, but had
passed the physical examination, and ex-
pected to be called for service at any time.
He had recently been to the office to in-
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quire when he would probably be. called.
At an earlier date, his employer had been
at the office for the purpose of making the
same inguiry, not wishing to lose the Ne-
gro’s services before his crops were laid by.

Surprised to find that he was not ex-
empt from service, as had been reported,
the representative of the National Associa-
tion repeated to the examining physician,
who was present at the time, the report
which had been accepted by the community,
asking if it were then not true that he was
in an advanced condition of venereal dis-
ease? The physician replied shortly that it
was not true, or he would not have passed
the physical examination.

THE CRIME

The family for whom Lation Scott worked
lived in a two-room box house. It is said
that he sometimes slept in one of the rooms.

During the day, while the farmer was in
town at work, he worked on the farm.
‘There was no one else on the place except
the wife of the farmer and their two small
children, both under four years of age.

On the day of November 22, when the
crime was committed, the wife of the farmer
was engaged in picking cotton bolls from
stalks, which had been brought in from the
field to be picked in the house.

Coming into the house, Scott approached
the woman, when she was standing with
her back turned, and threw a rope about
her neck. He then bound her and, it is
said, gagged her. He had either locked
the older child in the barn before coming
into the house, or else he went out and
did so after tieing the woman, so that
she could not escape. The report states
that she begged for her life. He granted
her plea on the condition that she would
not tell what had occurred. It is, also,
thought to be true that he granted her re-
quest because of his affection for the child.

When he had left the place the woman
ran out into the road, being apparently
not tied to the extent of not using her
limbs, and reported the occurrence to pas-
sers-by.

The news spread rapidly; parties of men
set out at once to apprehend the Negro.
From that day until the first of December,
when he was arrested, posses of enraged
white men hunted him through the country
with bloodhounds.

THE CRISIS

* For ten days he escaped detection, pass-
ing from house to house of colored friends
and taking his way through the country.
He could have gotten completely out of the
cdommunity in that time, but this does not
geem to have occurred to him.

Descriptions of the Negro were published
broadcast and a reward of two hundred
dollars was offered for his apprehension.
Feeling became very intense throughout
Dyer and the adjoining counties. It was
well known that if he were caught, he
would be lynched. There seems to have
been no question of this course on any
side.

He was recognized on the afternoon of
Saturday, December 1, by a section fore-
man near Jackson, a distance of forty-nine
miles from Dyersburg. He was arrested
by this foreman and turned over to Sheriff
Perry, of Madison County, of which Jackson
is the county seat. Sheriff Perry notified
Sheriff Bryant of Dyer County. Sheriff
Bryant went at once to Jackson.

From that place Sheriff Bryant took the
Negro to Union City, a town sixty-eight
miles north of Jackson, and a point much
used as a junction between Dyersburg and
other places. Here he was put in jail. The
following morning, when the Sheriff re-
turned home, he found that news of the
Negro's whereabouts was known, and dis-
patched Deputy-Sheriff Cope Pursell and
nightwatchman John Finney to Union City
for the Negro. They were accompanied
by Joe Curry, an undertaker, who owned
and drove the automobile in which they
made the trip, and Milton McGee, brother-
in-law of the Sheriff.

They took him from the Union City Jail,
which is a strong, substantial building, and
started through the country with him. It
is probable that some members of the mob
had left Dyersburg before the officers did.
The road which they took from Union City
leads direct to Dyersburg.

Definite news of the Negro’s whereabouts
seems to have spread rapidly. Automobiles

began pouring toward Union City and into
Dyersburg from the surrounding country.
Twenty-five or thirty cars, crowded with
men, went to meet the car of the officers,
in whose charge the Negro was placed,
with the purpose of getting possession of
him. Seven-passenger cars were seen car-
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rying twelve men,
ning boards.

The cars carrying the mob were left at
a safe point. The passengers hid in the
woods which bordered the voad. At a point
in the Obion River bottom, between the
towns of Trimble and Obion, they swarmed
out of the cane-brakes and took possession
of the Negro. One of the officers states
that it was very muddy at this point, and
that the automobile in which they were
riding was running slowly. 7

The Nearo was transferred to another
car; then the whole party raced toward
Dyersburg.

In the meantime, the public square of
Dyersburg had become packed with auto-
mobiles and people. As each car came in
sight the crowd surged toward it, in search
of the Negro.

A determination seems to have gotten
abroad among some citizens to give the
Negro a ‘“trial.” A list of twenty-five
or thirty names had been made, and the
citizens to whoni the names belonged were
asked to serve on a jury. Twelve agreed
to do so.

It was feared that the heated temper
of the crowd would not permit of even a
mob-trial. A prominent and popular citizen
was asked to address the crowd, asking
that the Negro should be given a trial.
He did so, speaking from a point near the
court house. It was agreed that this plan
should be carried out.

Thirty minutes later the car carrying
the Negro arrived in Dyersburg. Avoid-
ing the streets which led to the court house
from the north and east, along which the
¢rowd naturally expected the car to ar-
Tive, it circled westward and came up to
the south entrance of the court house.

THE ‘‘ TRIAL”

The Negro was carried into the court
T0om and the jury took its seat. The room
-8nd the entire building were packed with
People. Many stood on tables and backs of
benches,

-Mr. Davig Moss, manager of the Pheenix
Cotton 0j) Mill, a prominent citizen of the
town, acteq as spokesman.. He told the
Y8T0 to stand up. Scott stood up.

- Axe you guilty or are you not guilty?”
Scott replied that he was guilty. In
NSWer to inquiry the jury responded that

People stood on the run-

Mr. Moss then turned
to the crowd aml spoke for six or eight
niinutes, importuning the men to be mod-
erate.  He asked them te remember that
it was Sunday, and stated that the reputa-
tion of the county was at stake. It is
reported by some that he then appealed to
the woman’s husband to prevent the mob
from burning the Negro. The woman’s
husband, however, did not respond to this
appeal. It is reported that it was his wish,
as well as the wish of the woman herself,
that the Negro be burned at the stake.
THE BURNING

Lation Scott was taken charge of at once
by leaders of the mob. who carried him to
a near-by vacant lot, the corner of which
aitjoins and which is
within a stone’s throw of two churches and
the residences of several ministers, as well
as of the Mayor of the town. [t is the
property, jointly, of several sisteys, promi-
nent women of Dyersburg. The court house
and the post office, attractive new build-
ings, are in sight of the spot.

The Negro was seated on the ground and
. buggy-auxle driven into the ground be-
tween his legs. His feet were chained to-
gether, with Jogging chains, and he was
tied with wire. A fire was built. Pokers
and flat-irons were procured and heated in
the fire. It was thirty minutes before they
were red-hot.

Reports of the torturing, which have been
generally accepted and have nol been con-
tradicted, are that the Negro's clothes and
skin were ripped from his body simultane-
ously with a knife. His self-appointed ex-
ecutors burned his eye-balls with red-hot
irons. When he opened his mouth to cry
for mercy a red-hot poker was rammed
down his gullet. In the same subtle way
he was robbed of his sexual organs. Red-
hot irons were placed on his feet, back,
and body, until a hideous stench of burning
human flesh filled the Sabbath air of Dyers-
burg, Tenn.

Thousands of people witnessed this scene.
They had to be pushed back from the stake
to swhich the Negro was chained. Roof-
toﬁs, second-story windows, and porch-tops
wéte filled with spectators. Children were
lifted to shoulders, that they might behold
the agony of the victim.

-A little distance away, in the public

it found him guilty.

the public s=quare,
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square, the best citizens of the county
supported the burning and torturing with
their near-by presence.

The Memphis, Tenn,,
says:

News-Scimitar

Not a single c¢ry for mercy was ever
uttered by Scott. His fortitude struck
even the mob workers as uncanny. No one
offered a plea for the Negro after he con-
fessed.

Not a domino hid a face. Everyone was
unmasked. Leaders were designated and
assigned their parts. Long before the mob
reached the city the public square was
choked with humanity. All waited pati-
ently. Women, with babies, made them-
selves comfortable.

At last the irons were hot.

‘ Have you anything to say?”

A meek voice mumbled inaudibly. The
Negro made a speech, but few caught the
portent.

A red streak shot out; a poker in a
brawny hand was boring out one of the
Negro’s eyes. The Negro bore the ordeal
with courage, only low moans escaping him.
Another poker was working like an auger
on the other orbit.

The smell of burning flesh permeated the
atmosphere, a pungent, sickening aroma
telling those who fuiled to get good vantage
points what their eyes could not see.
Smoothing irons were searing the flesh.

Swish. Once, twice, three times a red

hot iron dug gaping places in Lation Scott’s
back and sides.

“Fetch a hotter one.” somebody
The execution went on.

said.

S

.

_bing its fiery joint into the

) THE CRISIS

Now someone had another poker —jab-
ribs of the
doomed black.

Then rubbish was piled high about the

-agonized body, squirming beneath its load.

Someone struck the match—they say the

“husband of the assaulted woman applied it
_—and smoke began to curl upward into gy
blue sky. The flames gathered momentun;,

-engulfing the body.

The fire seemed tgo
groan, but it was Lation Scott.

More and more wood and rubbish were
fed the fire, but at three o'clock Lation
Scott was not dead. Life finally fled at
four o’clock.

The executioners departed, leaving only
the morb_id. Women, who had left theiy
dinners in the making, hastened home.
Children, who had tarried on the way home
from Sunday School, scurried away.

Women scarcely changed countenance s
the Negro’s back was ironed with the hot
brands. Even the executioners maintuined
their poise in the face of bloody creases left
by the irons—irons which some housewife
has been using.

Three and a half hours
to complete the execution.

DYERSBURG SENTIMENT

Public opinion in Dyersburg wnd Dyer
County seems to be divided into two groups.
One group considers that the Neoro pot
what he deserved. The other group feels
that he should have had a I3
ing.” Numbers of prominent Dyershure
citizens are of this second group. They
say they thought the Negro was going 1o

were  required

decent Ivnch-

DYERSBURG, TENN.
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be given a ‘“decent lyuching,” «nd thut
they constder the bhurnng and tortuninge o
disgruce to the commumty Ly this s
meant @ guick, quiet hanging, Wit no Jdis
play or torturing.

The identity of the nwob feaders = hnown
Irom all aceounts,
they are citizens of doubtful reputation,
backed up for this occasion by the =enti-

aill over Dyer County.

ment of the community at large.

A prosperous citizen made the remark
that these men were no better than the
Negro.  He was threatened at once with
lynching, This remark has, however, been
made by others, as well as by the nan
threatened.

Street talk in Dyersbure on Monday had
not vet been touched by reflection  One
man, who had been out of town on Sumday.
was heard to say with pusto:
part about it was the burning.  Tiis hang-
ing kills too quick. If I'd heen bere I'd
have helped.”

Another commented: It was the big-
gest thing since Ringline Brothers™ Circus
came to town.”

“The bes.

A few people—mostiv women - <d: It
was terrible.”

Many citizens seem to have the vsychol-
ogy of having performed an unpleasant
duty. One citizen said: ** People here can
do a thing like that. and then forvet all
about it.”

LYNCHINGS AND MOB MURDERS, 1917
CCORDING to the Crisis records there
were 224 persons lynched and killed
by mob violence in the United States dur-
ing the year 1917. Of these 46 were lynch-
ings of persons accused of crime and mis-
demeanors. The record of the Negroes
killed follows:

Proctor, Ark., February 9—James Smith
(alias Coy Anderson), hanged; murder.

Hammond, La.,, February 28—Emma
Hooper, hanged; woundins a constable.

Meigs, Ga., March 2-—Linton
shot; assault upon a white girl.

Maysville, Ky., March 12—William San-
ders, hanged; robbery.

Dyersburg, Tenn., March 19—William
Thomas, hanged; shooting an officer.

Kissimmee, Fla., March 27—S. C. Gar-
ner, hanged; refusal to give up farm.

Pelham, Ga.,, March 28—Joe Nowling,
hanged; reason unknown.

Clinton,

Shreveport, La., May l---Henry Brooks,
~hetomtimacy with o white woman.

Fulton, Ky, May 20 Lawrence Demp-
seyv. hanged; wounding w vailroad watch
N,

Memphis, Tenun, May 22 -Efl Pecsons,
burned; rape and murder.

Columbia, Miss,, June 2—Van
hanged; murvder.

Holdenville, Okla., June 16—Henry Con-
ey, hanged; assault upon a white woman.

Courtney, Tex., June 21—Ben Harper,
hanged: he drove an automobile that ran
down and killed a white girl.
June 25—Elijah  Hays.
beaten to death; striking a white woman.

Cleveland, Fla., June 24—Shep Trent.
shot: attempt to attack a white woman.

Hayes.

Riesel,  Tex.,

Gualveston, Tex., June 25—Chester Saw-
ver, hanged; attacking a white woman.

Temple, Tex., June 29—Robert Jefferson,
shot; without provocation.

East St. Louis, I, July 2—175 colored
men. women, and children slain by mobs.

Orange, Tex., July 3—Gilbert Guidry,
hanged; charged with attempted rape.

Edgard, La., July 10-—Marcel Ruflin,
drowned; vagrancy.

Reform, Ala., July 16-—Unidentified Ne-
gro, hanged; petty theft.

Pickens County, Ala., July 25—Poe Hib-
bler, hanged; attempted assault upon a
white girl.

Elysian Fields, Tex., July 23—Unnamed.
hanged; entering a woman’s room.

Letchatchie, Ala., July 25— Will Powell
and Jesse Powell, hanged; insolence.

Amite, La., July 30—Dan Rout and Jerry
tout, hanged; murder.

Garland City, Okla.,, July 31—Arland
Avery, hanged; robbery.

Ashdown, Ark., August 9—Aaron Jimer-
son, hanged; attacking a constable.

Heathsville, Va., August 16—William
Page, hanged; attempted assault upon a
white girl.

Memphis, Tenn., August 17—Strickland,
hanged; reason unknown.

Marshall, Tex., August 22—Charles
Jones, hanged; entering room of a white
woman, . :

York, S. C.,, August 23—W:- T. Sims,
shot; opposing draft law.

Chester, Pa., Sept. 3—3 colored men
killed by mob. ’




