
THt ]  BURNINC OF J IM MC ILHERRON

AN N.  A .  A .  C.  P .  INVESTIGATION

By Walter F. lVhite, Assistant Secretury
afrHE fucts giren beloru ue.re secured by
r I l Ir .  Whtte u; i thin the week Jol lowing

the bu:t'nbtg of ilIcllherrort in interuiews
with a nunrbet of the cit izens of Esti l l
Spt'ittgs, largely white, btcluding tlLe pro-
prietors of sereroL stores, farmers and oth-
el 's. Th,e account is rtot o compilat ion, of
opirt iol ts, but is bused upon statements of
tnhabitants of the tou.'tt, sonLe of uhcnn uere
eyeuti t t tesses to the burning. Al l  of th.e ac-
trtutt ts of the bm'r ing uere giuen by ruhite
'people.

T H E  T O W N

Esti l l  Springs, the scene of the third with-
in nine months of Tennessee's burnings at
the stake, is si tuated about seventy-four
miles from Chattanooga, being midrvay be-
trveen thaL city and Nashvi l le. The town
iiself  has only trvo hundred inhabit:rnts;
s' i th the terr i tory within the radius of a
half-mile, about three hundred. Frankl in
County, in which Esti l l  Springs is located,
had a white populat ion of 1?,365 and 3,126
colored inhabitants in 1910, according to the
census. Esti l l  Springs is not incorporated
and, therefore, has no mayor or vi l lage
off icials. I t  is a small  sett lement located
midway between the larger and more pro-
gressive vi l lages of Decherd and Tul laho-
ma,  each hav ing  about  2 ,000 inhab i tan ts .
Winchester, f i f  teen miles f rom Esti l l
Springs, is the county seat.

Es t i l l  Spr ings  is  n rade up  o f  a  smal l  g roup
of houses and stores salhered about the

rai lway stat ion. The main street is only
three blocks long. Its few business estab-
Iishments are located on one side of this
street. There is one bank, the Bank of
Es t i l l  Spr ings ,  pure ly  loca l  in  na ture ;  a
barber shop, a drug store and five general
merchandise stores of the t1'pe indigenous
to small  rural communit ies in the South.
The sett lement's sole butcher left  on the day
that the investigator reached there, to rvork
in a nitrate factory in a nearby torvn as
the butcher trade of the community rvas
not  sumcien t  to  suppor t  h is  shop.  S in rp ly
stated, Esti l l  Springs is one of thousands
of small  sett lenients of i ts type, poorly lo-
cated from a geographic and economic
standpoint and $' i th l i t t le prospect of future
growth. I ts stat ic condit ion, natural ly,
tends to make the rninds of i ts inhabitants
narrow and provincial.  The people of the
surrounding' country ale falmers and be-
cause of the fai lure of t l ie cotton crop last
fal l ,  occasioned by an early frosl,  corn \\ ias
the oniy crop on rvhich they made noney.
Such of the people as .rvet 'e jnten' ierved
were leisurely of manner and slow of speech
and comprehension.

Paradoxical as i t  may seem, in the l ight
of the event which has put Esti l l  Springs
on the map in a kind of infamy of fame,
the sett lement seems to have a strong re-
l igious undercurrent. Small  as the comnru-
nity is, i t  has four rvhite churches, t lvo
Baptist,  one Methodist and one Carnpbel-
l i te. In addit ion, there are tu,o colored
churches, one a Baptist and the other ir
Methodist,  of rvhich latter the Rer..  G. W.
Lych was pastor. There is a local Red
Cross unit among the rvhite wonren rvhich
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lvas planning to inaugurate meet ings to

kn i t  f o r  t he  so l r l i e r s .  l n  t he  r v i ndo rvs  o f  a

number of  hot i tes,  the enrblenr of  the Na-

t ional  Food Conselvzr t ion Commission rvas

t i isplayed.  The son of  the propr ieto l  of

t he  on l y  ho te l  i s  l c c : r l  agen t  f o l ' t he  sa le  o f

Th r i f t  S tan ips .  The  t o \ \ ' n  pu rchased  i t s  a l -

lotment of  both the f i r ' -s t  anr l  second Lib-

e r t y  Loans .

THE CALSE OF THE TROUBLE

About one n.r i le  f ronr the ra ihvay stat ion

o f  Es t i l l  Sp r i n r s ,  t he l e  l i ved  a  Neg ro  by

the  nan re  o f  J i n i  ] l c l l he r ron .  I { e  r es i ded
' " v i t h  h r s  t r o t i r e r ' .  seve la l  b ro the rs  z rnd  f a -

t he r ' ,  r v i r o  be r r t s  t he  l epu ta t i on  o f  l i e i ng

rveal thy " for  a Necr 'o."  as he orvns his orvn

land  and  i s  p t  ospe lous  i n  : r  sn r : r l l  r va l ' .  The

Mc l l he r l ons  do  no l  : r ppea l  t o  have  been

popu la r  v . r i t i r  t he  \ \ ] r i t ( ,  commun i t y .  They

rvere knorvn a- .  a fanr i ly  rvhich resented

"s l i g l , t s "  and  ' ' i n su l t s "  and  r vh i ch  d i d  no t

rv i l l ingly a l lorv i ts  nrc ' r .nbers to be imposed

upon  by  un f l i en t i l l '  l ' h i t e ' s .  Ho rveve r ,  t he re

appea rs  t o  have  been  no  se r i ous  t r oub le  be -

t rveen them and their  rvhi te neighbol 's  up

to the t inre of  the street  f ight  rvhich re-

sul ted in the shoot ing for  rvhich J int  X{c-
I l he r ron  r vas  l a t e l  bu rned  a t  t he  s take .  One
rvhi te rvonr:rn expressed in a local  phrase the
op in i on  o f  t he  f nn r i l l ' r vhen  she  sa i c l  t ha t
the Mcl lherron fami ly rvere "b ig-buggy niC-
gers,"  meaning that  they rvere prosperous

enough to have a ferv ar t ic les other than
bare necessi t ies,  among these being a larger
buggy than was conrmon in the sect ion.
Most of  the rvhi tes in the local i ty ,  i t  must
be explained,  rvere of  the poorer country
folk.

Jim Mcllherron bore the renutation in
E s t i l l  S p r i n g s  o f  b e i n g  a , , b a d  s o r t . "  I t
was gathered ft 'om renrarks made that this
implied that he shared the family charac-
terist ic already al luded to of resenting
"sl ighls" and "insults." In other words,
he was not what is termed "a good nig-
ger," which in certain portions of the South
heans a colored man or woman who is
.humble and submissive in the presence of

i te "superiors., '

with his own brother in which the lat te l  rvas

cut  wi th a kni fe rv ie lded by the fornrer ' .  For

t h i s  he  r vas  a r res ted  by  She r i f f  John  Rose ,

the sher i f f  of  Frankl in County.  At  the t inre

of  th is af fa i r ,  I Ic I lhei  ror l  th leatener l  to

"get"  the shel i f f  i f  he rvas e!el '  2 i1r 'este, l

again by that  of f jcer .  I t  is  an admit tet l  fact

in the conrmuni ty that  the sher i f f  rvas iLf la i r l
of  Mcl lherron.  Soon af ter  the t rouble rv i th

his brother,  Mcl iherron went to Incl iana-
pol is  rvhere he rvorked in an indust l ia l  p lant .
proceeding later  to Detroi t .  In Detroi t  he
had an at tack of  rheumat ism ant l  rv : rs forcet l

to letu ln to h is home short)y befolc t l ie
shoo t i ng .  H i s  hz r v i ng  l i ved  i n  t he  \ o r t h

tended  t o  i nc l ease  h i s  d i s f avo r  . ' r i t h  t he
l vh i t e  peop le  o f  t he  con rn run i t l ' , ; r s  he  s i i s

c red i t ed  w i t h  hav ing : rbso lbed  du l i ng  h i s
residence there certa in ic leas of  " indepent l -
ence" which rvere not  acceptable to the
wh i t e  c i t i zens  o f  t h i s  sma l l  r u rn l  con r -
muni ty.

Sha r i ng  popu la l '  d i s f avc , r '  r v i t h  l l c l l he r -
ron was the pastor  of  the I I . ' thodist  chur.c i r
i n  Es t i l l  Sp r i ngs ,  t he  Re r ' .  G .  W.  Lych .  I I c
had repeatedly advised the colo led pr :ople

to assert  their  r ight  to be f ree f lonr the
petty tyranny al leged to have been inrposet l
upon  t hem by  t he  wh i t e  peop le ,  assu l i ng

them that  they were n-rade of  the sanre c l : ry
and were as good as anybody else.

THE SHOOTING

On the af ternoon of  Fr iday,  Februar-y 8,
J im Mcl lherron went into a store in the

town and purchased f i f teen cents 'u 'or th of
candy.  In Est i l l  Spr ings i t  had been a habi t
of  an element of  younglvhi te men to " t 'ock"
Negroes in the community- i .  e. ,  th lor i ing
rocks or  other missi les at  them to m:rke

them run.  This had occasioned f requent

t i l ts  betrveen the races none of  rvhich,  how-
ever,  had previously been sel ious.  I Ic I lher-

ron had been the victim of one of these

"rockings" and had declared that  i f  ever
they got after him again, somebody was
going to get hurt. When the trouble started
on February 8, it was about five o'clock in
the afternoon, in the gloom of early night-
fall. It is probable that the Negro believed
that they were aft'er him again. He walked
down the street 

-lating 
this candy, going

past Tate & Dickens' store in front of
which he encouni,ered three young white
men, Pierce Rogers, Frank Tigert and Jesse
Tigert  by.  name,,  

'As 
Mcl lherron passed

them a remark was made bv one of the

1 1

'Mcl lherron 
was known to be a f ighter :

nd the possessor of an automatic revolver.:
Laws against "gun-toting" are observed in
he breacb, apparently, in this region.) He

s' therefore, classed as a dangerous man..
bother with. A l i t t le over a year before,

lynching, he became involverl in a fight
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young men about his eating the candy. The

others laughed and severai more remarks
rvere rnade. At this the Negro turned and

asked i f  they were talking about him.

Words fol lowed, becoming more and moie
heated, until threats began to be passgd

between them. One of the young men
started into the store whereupon Nlcl lher-
ron, apparently bel ieving, as one of our
rvhite informants said, that, they rvele pre-
paring to start a f ight, pul lei l  out his gun

and started shooting. Six shots were f ired,
two taking effe,: t  in each matr. Rogels died
in his tracks, Jesse Tigert dierl  about twenty
: l inutes later and Irrank Tigert r,r 'as carr ied
to the off ice of l j r .  O. L. Walker, Esti l l
Spr ings '  on ly  phys ic ia t t ,  rvhere  he  loce ived
niedical aid. ' fhe iatter rvi l l  recover, trs his

wounds are  no t  ser ious .
THE N'1.4.N }t L .\-T

In imed ia te l y  a f t e r  t he  shoo t i ng ,  \ l c l l he r -

ron,  in the at tendant exci tenrent ,  r ' : rn dorvn

the r 'oad leadiug torvard his hot le.  There

wirs no imrnedi i . r te pursui t  by thc rvhi tes.

Al thougl i  everybor ly kt te* that  he h:r t l  gr tne

to his home, the rvhi te people rvt r i tc t l  ant l

sent  a l l  the way to \ \ ' inchester ' ,  the cor, rn ly

sea t ,  some  f i f t een  n t i l e s  t l i s t an t ,  i L t  : r  cos t  o f

s i x t y  do l l a r s ,  t o  sccu rc  b l oo r l  hounds .  \ \ : hen

thesc  a r r i ved ,  t hey  succee r l e t l  i l  t l a ck i ng

h im  on l y  t Ls  f i l r -  l t s  h i s  ! t o t t r c ,  r vhe re  t hc

scent * ' r ts  lost .

I n t ense  e r c i t emen t  p l eva i l e r l  i r t  t he  t o r i  n

i i s  news  o f  t he  shoo t i l t g  sp l ea , l .  I n  t h i s

c l . raot ic  st i t te of  et f f : t i t  s ,  t ro or le sect t ted to

knorv s,hat  to do : rnd l l r loats of  I5 'nchi t tg

b e g a n  t o  b e  m : r d e .  A  f e s ' o f  t h e . c o o l e t '

hea r l s  p l eaded  t ha t  t he  t ' r o r v i l  a i l o r v  t he

she r i f f  t o  han t l l e  t he  en t i l e  a fL r i r ' .  I i r r os  i ng

o f  t l i e  she l i f f ' s  f ea r  o f  t hc  Neg  l o ,  t l r c  cL r r s ' r l

g l ee te< l  t h i s  sugges t i on  u ' i t h  i t  t l e t  i s i v c

shou t ,  and  c r i es  o f  " Lv l ch  t l r c  n i gge r "  i r n -

swered th is p lea.  Plztns rvete lzr id to fornr

posses to catch l lc l lherron.  Wolc l  rvas sent

t o  She r i f f  Rose  a t  W inches te r ,  upon  l e '

ce i v i ns  r vh i ch  he  i n rmed ia te l y  l e f t  f o r  F l s t i l l

Sp r i ngs .

Shouts of  "Electrocut ion is  too good fo l

the danrncr l  n i : ' tger,"  "Lcl 's  l rurn t l r r :  b l ; r rk
-"  and others of  the sort  I 'ose th ic l i  anr l

fast .  I -ed by i ts  more radical  r , renrbers,  the

mob  soon  wo l ked  i t se l f  i n t o  a  f l enzy ;  a

f)osse w, ls formed ancl  set  or . r t  on the mrrp-

hun t .

\ I o : r n r vh i l e ,  i l l c l l he r ron  hac l  gone  t o  h i s

l  onre,  qatheled his ferv e lothcs : rnr l  p lo-

ceeded to the home of Lych, who aided hirn
in his flight. On two mules they set out
in the direction of McMinnville, in an at.
tempt to reach the Tennessee Central f,ag.;.
road where Mcllherron could get a train thrt
would take him to safety. The preacLei..
went a part of the way with Mcllherron
and then returned to his home in Prairir
Springs, a small settlement about twelve
miles from Esti l l  Springs. The news soon
spread that Rev. Lych had aided Mcilh"r-
ron in his flight and a part of the mob went
to Prairie Springs to "get" hirn for this.
Trvo members came upon him near his home.
One of them pointed his gun at the prbacher
and pul led the tr igger. The gun did not go
off,  antl  before he could f ire again, Lych
snatched the gun from his assai lant 's hands.
broke i t  and started towards the man with
the stock in his hands, when the other man
fited a charge into the preacher's breast.
kiUing him instantly.

The hunt for  Mcl lherron cont inued
t l r toughout Fr iday night ,  Saturday,  Sunday
and Monday,  large posses of  men scour ing
the surrounding county for  h im. Monday
night  he was located in a barn near l ,cwe1

C'ol l ins River,  just  beyond McMinnvi l le .

The barn rvas surrount lecl  and the possc
l , egan  f i r i ng  on  i t .  The  Neg ro  answerc r i

the f i re,  th is state of  af fa i rs cont inuing

th roughou t  Monday  n i gh t .  Du r i ng  t h i s  t ime
l lc l lherron succeeded in hold inp of f  the

clowd, whose nunbels were rapid ly aug-
rrrented,  when the nervs spread that  the

Negro had been located.  In the hundred

or more men in the posses were Deputy

Sher i f f  S.  J.  Byars and Pol icen.ran J.  NI .

I i : i in .  In the fusi lac le of  bul lets poured

into the b:rrn,  I \ {c l lherron \ { 'z ls  woundet l ,  one

r1 'e being shot  out .  l le  a lso received t rvo

l ,c id] '  wounds,  one in the at 'm and one in lhe

lcg.  Final ly ,  Mcl lherron's ammunit ion gave

out and,  weak f rom the loss of  b lood,  he

u'as forced to surrender when the barn was

rushed. When captured,  the t r iunrphant

nrenrbers of  the mob carr ied him into Mc-

l l innvi l le .  The feel ing against  h im was so

u-reat  that  an at tempt was made to lynch

him in the town of  McNl innvi l le ,  but  thc

ci t izens of  that  town refused to a l lorv a

l vnch ing  i n  t he i r  m ids t  and  we re  ab le  t 0

p|event i t  f rorn happening.  I \ Ic l lherron
rvas,  therefore,  p laced on Train No. 5,  et t

r , . t r t te to Est i l l  Spr ings,  rvhere he arr ived

a t  6 : ) 10  P .  M .  on  Tuesdav .
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'rHE CROWD

In  t i r r  n i . r l u r t i n re ,  ne rvs  o f  t he  cap tu re

sl i r ' . , : t { l  l ikc r r i ld  f i le  ant l  nren,  rvomen ant l

ch i l , l l en  s t a r t e , l  pou r i ng  i n t o  t he  t own  t o

a r r : L i t  l h c  : r t ' t ' j va l  o f  t he  v i c t im .  They  came

f lo: r '  u l l , l i r rs  of  f r f  t1 '  nr i )es,  coming f rom
( ' o^ l n ron t .  $ i nches te r ' .  Deche rd ,  Tu l l ahoma ,

] l c l l i n r r v i l l e  : r n i l  f t on r  t he  coun t r y  d i s t r i c t s .

I n  l , usg ies  an i l  au tomob i l es ,  on  f oo t ,  on

r l ru les.  t i rev ct 'orvt ler l  in to the l i t t le  set t le-

nrent ,  unt i l  i l  g 'as est inrated that  f rom 1,500

to 2.0()0 people u 'ere in the town. A high

sr; r t r - ,  ( , f  t ' r l i tenrent  prevai led as the t ime for-

t he  a l l i r ' ; r l  c , f  t h r  i l a i n  d re t r .  nea r .  Th rea t s

of  t i rc  ' .1 ' r l  ut  c  t , r  i r " ,  i t t f l ic tet l  rvere ntar le on

n l i n l ' s i , l e s .  R o r e s ,  e x c e ' l s i o r  a n d  o t h e r

in l lanrrr i rL l t :  matt ' t  i i i l  rvere gatherecl  in read-

iness for  t i re er ,ent ,  and i ron bars and pokets

rvere c,bta ined.  I lost  of  the crowd were

{r i } l r  : in , l  s i lent ,  } ru l  there were some lvho
' Iar . l 'her l  

and jokecl  in ant ic ipal ion of  the

comn)g  eVen t .

l ' in : i l1y,  the t la in drerv near.  I ' Ic l lherron

tr ' ; i , .  so weak upon an' ival ,  f rom the loss of

bioor i  r iue to. three u,ounds received in the

ba t t l < :  r v i t h  t he  posse ,  t ha t  he  was  unab le  t o

st : inLl  anr l  har l  to be carr ied to the spot

se lec te r l  f o r '  h i s  execu t i on .  The  i eade rs  o f

the nrob r lec: i r lec l  that  he should be lynched

or thc exzrct  spot  rvhere the shoot ing oc-
culrer l .  I le  rvas,  therefore,  carr ied to th is
place r ,vhele p l 'eparat ions for  the funeral
p1' re u 'e le nrade.  The cr ies of  the crowd
gle\ \ '  mol 'e and lnore vengeful  as the nto-
n ren t s  l r assed .

Just  as the al rangements had been com-
pleted,  a ferv of  the braver spir i ts  among
the rvonren of  the iorvn demancled that  the
Negt'o be not burned in the town itself, but
he taken out  a l i t t le  way in the country.
There rvere loucl  object ions to th is proposal
from the nou, uncontrollable mob. The
women insisted,  in spi te of  these object ions,
and f inal ly  j t  rvas decided to carry Mcl ther-
ron across the ra i l road into a smal l  c lump
of rvoods in front of the Campbellite church.
This rvas done and the mob transferred its
activities to the new execution ground.

The sel f -appointed leaders of  the mob by
this time had great difficulty in restrainirig
the wi l t l  furv of  the crowd. They were con-
stantly forcecl to appeal to them not to
strike Nlcllherron or to spit on him, but to
allow the affair to be a "perfectly orderly
l }nrching."  

The s ister  of  one of  the men

s la i n  r vas  i n  t he  n ro l . r  l r r r l  h i r r l  t ) c (  on r ( ,  f r ' : r r t t i c

i n  h e r  p l e a s  t o  t l r t  r r t , n  t o  l e t  h r l  k i l l  t l ; c

Neg ro .  She  t . l e r r i i r r r l t r l  t l r l t  h t  be  k i l l e r l  j n -

n red ia te l y ,  noL  t o : r l l o . . r  h j n r  t o  l i v c  ano the r '

n l omen t .  I t  r vas  eV iL l e r r t  t h * t  su (  h  ; r  l r un i l t ne

th i ng  as  i ns t z rn t  t i r , : i t h  u ' ou l r i  l l o t  l l i l l o  i l p -

peased  t he  b l oo r l - t ) r i l s t  o f  t he  n ro l . ' .  i n  i t s

revengeful  nrood.

Tl lU f0 l t ' l ' t  l i i j
f ) n  r c ; r c h i n . '  t h e  s r , o r  L  ) . , , : r ' l r  f , r l  t l r v  I , r r l t r -

i ng ,  Mc l l he r ron  \ r as  cha rned  t o  a  i i i c ko l y

t r ee .  The  woo t l  an t i  u t l r e t  i r t t i a rnnu rb l e  n ra -

ter ia l  a l ready col l t 'c ter l  u ' : rs  s l i tLrr ' : r t t . i l  rv i th

coa l  o i l  an t l  p i l e r i  i r . ]  oLu r , l  ] r i s  f t ' r t .  
' l  

l r t  l i l e

r vas  no t  l i gh te t l  : r i  on ( r ' .  i r s  t l r c  l L r , ' . r ' , i  , . r ' r r s

de te rn r i ned  ' t o  l i : , r .  : r j r r i e  f i i n  \ \ ' i t l t  t l r c

dan rne t i  n i gge r "  ) r r , f o r t '  i r r ,  t l i e r l .  - \  t l l t ,  t  i r s

bu i l L  a  f e r v  f ee t  : r t r ' : r v  r u r r l  l hen  t h t ,  r i t , n t l i sh

to r t u re  began .  l j : r r s  o f  i l on ,  : r l i ou t  t l r t ,  , q i z - c

o f  an  o r t l i na r l '  pokc r ' .  l  r , r ' e  p l r r cc r l  i : r  t hc

f i r e  and  hea ted  t o  i l  l  t , 1  ho t  p j t ch .  . {  r r r en r -

be r  o f  t he  n i ob  t ook  i , t r e  c r f  t l i e . e  r L r t r l  n r l r r l c

as  i f  t o  bu t ' n  t he  \ r , t )  o  i r  t l r c  s i , l , ' .  l l c -

I l he t ' r on  se i ze r l  t l . r e  l r : u  : r n , l  r r .  i t  r l l s . j t , r ' l i e r l

f r o m  h i s  g r e r s p  a l l  o f  i h r :  i n s r , i r  o f  h i s  l r r r n r l

came  r v i t h  i t ,  son re .  u f  t hc r  sk i r r  r  o : r s t i ng

on the hot  i ron.  
' l 'he 

lu- f  u l  s tench of  b l r l t r -

i ng  l r uman  f l esh  t  os t  i n t o  t hc  i r  j r ' .  n r i ng l t ' r l
r v i t h  t h e  l u s t f u l  c r i c s  o f  t h e  n r o i , : r n r l  t h c

cu rses  o f  t he  su f f e l i ng  Neq l  o .  (  r ' i r s  o f

"Bu rn  t he  dan rne r l  houn , i . "  " I ' o ke  l r i s  e5 ' es

ou t , "  and  o the rs  o f  t he  k i n , l  c i l n r t :  i n  t l r i c k

confusion f lom thc nrol r .  ) Icn,  u 'or len and
chi ldren,  rvho rvele too f l r  i l  the lear ' .

su rged  f o l r va r , l  i n  an  a t t en rp t  t o  c : r t ch  s i gh t

of  and gloat  over the - .uf fe l ing of  the Net lo.

Now  tha t  t he  f i r s t  j l on  had  been  app l i ed ,

t he  l eade rs  began  eage l l l ' t o  t o l t L r l c  l I c -

I l he r ron .  N Ien  s t l ugg le r l  r r i t h  one  : r no thc r ' .

each  vy i ng  r v i t h , h i s  f e l l o r v ,  i n  a t t en rp t i n l

to force f rom the l ips of  t l . re Neglo son.re

sign of  weakening.  A rv ide i ron bnr ' ,  r 'ed-
hot ,  was placed on the r ight  s i r ie of  h is neck

When Mcl lherron drerv h is head away, an-

other bar was placed on the lef t  s i t le .  This

appeared to amuse the crorvcl  inrmensely

and approving shouts arose,  as the ' rvord

was passed back to those in the rear of
'what was going on.  Anothel  ro( l  was
heated and,  as Mcl lherron squirnred in
agony, thrust through the flesh of his thigh,
and a few minutes latel another through

the cal f  of  h is leg.  l leanwhi ie,  a larger '

bar had been heat ing,  and whi le those of

the mob close enough to see shoutecl in fiend-
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ish glee, this rvas taken and Mcllherron
was unsexed,

The unspeakable torture had now been go-

ing on for about twenty minutes and the
Negro .was mercifully getting weaker and
weaker. The mob seemed to be gbtting
worked up to a higher and higher state of
excitement. 'Ihe leaders racked their brains
for newer and more devi l ish u'ays of in-
flicting torture on the helpless victim.

The newspapers stated that Mcllherron
lost his nerve and cringed before the tor-
ture, but the testimony of persons who sarv
the burning is to the effect that this is
untrue. I t  seems inconceivable that any
person couid endure the arvful torture in-
f l icted, however great his porvers of resist-
ance to pain, and not lose his nelve. The
statements of onlookers are to the effect
that throughout the whole burning Jim l lc-
I lherron never cringed ancl never once beg-
ged for mercy. He rvas evidently able to
deny the mob the satisfaction of seeing his
nerve broken, a.I th.ough he l ' i t :ed f or l tal f  art.
ho tLr  u f te t '  thc  bu t ' t t i t tg  s la r te t l  Throughout
the rvhole affair i re cursecl those rvho tor-
t r r red  h im and a ln ros t  to  the  las t  b rea th

derided the attempts of the mob to break
his spir i t .  The only signs of the arvful
agony that he r.nust have suflered were gre
involuntary groans that escaped his l ips,
in spite of his efforts to check them, and the
wild look in his eyes as the torture became
more and more severe. At one t ime, hg
begged his torturers to shoot him, but this
request was received u' i th a cry of derision
at his vain hope to be put out of his misery.
His plea was answered with the rema: k,
"We ain't  half  through with you yet, ni ' .
ger."

By this t ime, however, some of the mem-
bers of the mob had, apparently, become
sickened at the sight and urged that the job
be f inished. Others in the rear of the crowd.
lvho had not been able to see al l  that took
place, objected and pushed forward to take
the places of sor.ne of those in front. l {av-
ing succeeded in this, they began to "do
their bit" in the execution. Final ly, one
man poured coal oi l  on the Negro's trousers
and shoes and l ishted the f ire aroun<l I Ic-
I lher lon 's  fee t .  Thc  f lames rose  rap id ly .
soon enve)op in , l  h in r ,  and in  a  fe rv  minu te :
1{c l lher ron  rvas  dear l .

:'Ii:--'.Wry

: ; i ! : .

sF ' :

GEORGE MCNEEL,  LYNCHED IN I I f  ONROE.  LA .  MARCH I6 .  1918.

T I IE  GRAND . IURY IOUND "NO INFORMATION SUFFICIE} iT  TO INDICT ' '  T I IE  I .YNCI IEAS,

BUT TI  TS POSTCARD WAS SOLD ON THE STREETS "TO WHITE PEOPLE' '  AT 25  CENTS EACI I .


