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Henry Lowry, negro murderer,
was taken from officers on a train
at Sardls, Mlss., at 5 a.m. today by
a moh of heavily armed men who
are now .cmroute to Memphis in

‘automobiles, according to word rc.-
celved from Sardis thia morning.

* . The mob, it is sald, 'is taking
Lowry back. to. Wilson, Ark., near
where he shot and killed two
white persons on Dec. 25, and {is to
cross the Harahap bridge over the
Mississippl river her&. -~ .

TR

men spoks a word, apparently by

order.

“We’ve got 50 automobiles spot-

ted out along the road ‘between
here and Memphis, and when we

rgel to Memphis we ‘are going to

parade the-negro right thru Main
sf.. before wé cross-the bridge,”
the leader continued;

The train’s whistle was héard,
'and ‘at a command ' from. thelz
leader the meén ieft the hotel ant
followed him:to thedepot. On the

Parade Down Main $t. ~“Yplittorm they tormed in slngle

‘‘We are going to parade hix:
thru Main st,. when we pass thiru
Memphis,” the leader of the-mob
boasted at Sardis. *“Then we are
going to take him to Arkansas, and
thit will be the end of him.” |
~~9Itho the roads are in very bad
conditton..the mob is expected here
before noon. As the roads to the
Helena ferry are iropassable, there
is no other route by which they|
can cross the river.

Lowry, who escaped ficmediate-

AN v
. Disarm Officers.

Th$ moment the .train stopped
each/man drew a revolver and the

: o )

then they all drew thom at once.

Some of them had two guns,
None Wear Masks.

‘‘Several other negro passengers
got up and moved to the other end
of the coach when the mab enter-
ed. And those feildows were all
men, too—there wasn't & boy in
the crowd. None of them wore
masks.”

During his conversation at the
hotel the mob leader stated to
Marshal Johnson that he had been
appraised by & telegram from New
Orleans that the ofticers and the
negro were on that train.

Apparently nobody but the mar-
shal and the telegraph operator
knew the mob was {n Sardis.

leadér boarded the negro coachiy Députies Greer and Dixin came

t6llowed closely by the others. Not
a word was spoken.

Lowry was handcutffed to Dep-
uty Greer, who was asleep, while
Deputy Dixon stood guard.

Approaching them from behind,
the mob members seized the depu-

.1y atter the murders, fled to E1j‘les and disarmed them. One ot

i Pasy, Tex., where he was captured
| 1nst week. . Arkansas offieers werg
bringing him back "to stand trial.

Neputies Greer and Dixon -~left

Tprischier on tliindis Central Trala
No. 2.

Telis Plans to Marshal.

was due in Sardis at 4:56 this
morning, five or six muddy and
travel-stained automobiles«rolled
into the little town. Several men
alighted from cach auto, and went
to the Illinois Central depot.

"“We are here to take that negro
off the train and carry him back
to Wilson, Ark.,” the leader of the
"'mob said as he approached Night
| Marshal W. £. Johnson, "ind we
hope we wonr't have 10 cause any
trouble nere.”’ '

Behind him were about 16 grim
lnnd determined-looking men, none
ol whom said a word.

Marsha) Johns oninvited them
across the street to the Sardfs
hotel, to wait until the train av-
rived. and built a warm fire for
 thien,

“Our namees.

the mob leader

“continued as they sat around the
“fire, ‘are  Smith, Brown and
Jones

The sleader chatted with the.
ymarshal, hut none of the other

them took the handcuff keys from
Deputy Dixon's pocket and re-
Jeased Deputy Greer's wrist.

With the negro hetween them.

New. Orleans. last night with their (1he¥ filed out of the coach. leaving

the officers bebida.
T'nke Deputies Off Train.
Just as the train started off

! Thirty minutes betore (his train |88ain, the mob leader commanded

Condultor’ Sitton to stop it.” He
aid, .

Deputies Greer and Dixon ‘were
then made to leave the train, al-
tho they begged to be allowed to
yroceed to Memphis.

“No,” the mob leader said;
“you’ll stay here and wait for the
next train. It will be along at 6:39
o’clock.” . .

Waiting until the officers alight-
e¢d and the train pulled out., the
mob placed Lowry in-one of the
automobiles and departed. They
were driying northward when last
een. . )
’ “jt was the coolest job I ever
saw,” samid A. J. Camppbell, night
telegraph operator at the, depot,
who witnessed the scene thru one
of the coach windows.

“‘Not, a word waa spoken, except
by the leader, and every man seem-
ed to kno win advance Just what
he was supposed to do,” Campbelil
gald. ‘‘They didn’t draw their pis-
tols until the train arrived, and

to Memphis on the next train that
left Sayrdis., They gave Lowry's
overcoat, which the mob left be-
h:nd. to the .marshal as a souve-
nir.

Christmas Day Crime.

The mob did not return the
deputies’ revolvers,

On Christmas Day Lowry shot
and killed O. C. Cralg, 72, wealthy
planter residing near Wilson, Ark.,
and his daughter. He also wound-
ed his two sons, Richard and Hugh
Crulg.

The negro escaped o mob which
scoured the country for a week,
and fled to Ei Paso, where he was
located by means of letters which
bhe wrote to relatives in Wilson. He
was preparing to flee into Mexico.
El Paso police arrested Lowry and
held him until Arkansas officers
arrived to take him back.

%
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TAKEN EROMTHEM

Sheriff's Deputies Dixon
and Greer, of \ilson, Ark.,
who were bringing Henry
Lowry from New Orleans to-
day, told in the Peabody hotel.
lobby in Memphis how the
black was taken from them at
Sardis, Miss. ‘L'heif stories
follow:

"——0:—-—- *
Dixon’s Story
_Deputy Dixon in explaining how
the mob captured the negro, said:

"l was laylng on a seat just
across {rom him, and Deputy Greer
had just.tinished combing his hair
when the men rushed in  We took
turns about sleeping, you know.

“Three of them: grabbed Greer
and took his gun. One of them
slammed the door, which caused
me to rafse up., I was leaning on
my elbpw’ when three hig men
jumped on me My gun rolled un-
der me, and I though that they
would break my neck before they
got it

‘‘After they started out:with the
negro, Greer and I sat down, but
several of them came back and
told us to.come on and get off the
‘traln.  ‘You've got the negro,.let
us go on to Memphis,’ I sdid. ‘You
heard us, come on and get off this

o7 —raing - ong of -thre-leadery replied.

“I then; asked. for my gun back,
explaining they could ‘take the
shells out of {t. ‘No, you might

" have somé more shells,’ ove of
“the'leadere sald. We then got oft
the train and the men with the ne-
Eir]o headed north in an autome-

a.

“I could not identify any of
the men, They were not from Wil-
on." .

Deputy | Dixon says that he and
Deputy Greer were under orders
to'take the. prisoner to Little Rock.

Deputy; Dixon saws that he was
forced to''smuggie the negro out
of El Paso, Texas, as a lawyer re-
‘tained by. members of a negro
lodgas at Wilson employed a lawyer
to {ight the case.. The matter had
been taken up with the governors
of both Arkansas and Texas, and
evorys effért was being made to
pravent his being taken out of Tex-
HEN . ke

IERUTIES STORYL
0F HOW NEGAD

Mob Takes Slayer Of Two From Train
At Sardis; Carry Him 100
Miles By Auto.

RUMORED OTHERS WILL DI

While five of their number detou‘{)ed around Memphis
in a closed automobile with Henry Lowry, negro murderer,
who i3 to be lynched at Nodena, Ark.; tonight, other al-
leged members of the mob which togk him from officers
at Sardis, Miss., early this morning, came to Memphis and
dined at Hotel Peabody today. .

The alleged members of the mob were met at the
hotel by dozens of other men who came to Memphis from
nearby towns in Arkansas this morning. Nearly 100 of
them were gathered in the hotel lobby, laughing and talk-
ing and preparing to return to Arkansas tonight.

The five men who have Lowry passed Millington at
noon en route to Richardsdn’s Landing, Tenn., where they
are to cross the river on a ferry. Nodena, Ark., is just
opposite. .

" Reports received here indicdate that Lowry and three
or four other negroes—perhaps even more—are to be
lynched at Nodene tonight. The other negroes are al.
leged to have aided Lowry to escape to El Paso, Tex., after
‘he had killed two white persons and wounded two others
.at Nodena én Dec. 25.

‘ No Street Parade,

The mob leader announced al
Sardis, Miss., this morning that
Lowry would, be - paraded:thrun
Memphis streets and taken across
the Harahan bridge here, '

Police] immed,
roads entering
them from “bri

Deputy Sheriffs B. H. Dixon and

J. J. Greer, from whom the pris-
oner was taken by the mob at the
traln stopped -aud Sardis, Tlngled
‘with the crowd {i:thé hotel lobuy..
¢ . 1They were meét here By Sherift:

jately guarded alll’ ] 1-:0f {sslssi county,
o city to prevent]; 0 'wagito have accom-
ing’ the prisoner | ! Osgeola with the

14

here. The mob must have learnéd|
of this err route from Sardls, for sy |: None of:t
they neared Memphis Liowry:. wasllobby wauld

turned Gver to five men'in a:closedd miembers of tho‘md

car, who skirted the clty. ... |the train, but several.
The other men, “it is alleged,|ovaded the quéstion in a laughing

drove their autog”into Meniphis]nianner: - I

and went directly to the Peabody! Soma 6f the men wers. muddy

hotel, L and:appeared ;. toihe travel-stained

as the result-df n long 4utomobile
trip over muddy roads.

WILSON, Ark., Jan.
wholesale lynching at Nodena,
Ark., tonight appears probable.

- A'mob, which took Henry Low-

ry, negro murderer, off a train at
Sardis, Miss,,/this morning, s now

{en routé toiNodena with the pris-

oner, according to the best reports
vailable here. )

1t is rumored that Lowry will be
lynched tonight with twolother ne-
groes, now held-in jail, who ava
alleged to have 'shielded him ami
assisted In his escape to Kl Paso,
where he was captured.

There is also a rumor that an-
other negro, not now under arrest,
may be taken in tow, before -the
hour of the lynching,

Lmuch chance left for the officers.

The mob that bhas Lowry in
charge s now en route to Nodenk,
it is sald.

1t is rumored here that the mod
will skirt Memphis and croes the
Mississippi river in launches at
Richardgon’s Landing, Tenn., just
opposite Nodena, where the mur-
gera were committed on Chrigtmas

ay. .

Richardsaon's Janding is several
miles above Memphis in Tipton
county.

The mob will not bring Lowry]
thru the town of Wilsos. This
‘much is positive '

Sheriff’s Story

,.Jn his rcom at the Peabody ho-

| €1, Sherift Dwight H; Blackwood

ot Mississippi county, Ark,, said:;

“Nearly every man, woman atd\
thild in .our county wanted. the
neg{o-;];ynclxed., When public sen-
timent is that way, .- thero isn't

Of coyrse, we may belleve that the
negro ought to he killed for what
he did, but as officers it is our
duty to carry out the law.

“] .knew several days ago that
they had men at Texarkana, Hoxle
and Jonesboro and that we
wouldn't have a chance going that
way, 80 we took the only route left
open. We found later that they!
had men at New Orleans and wert
tipped oft when my men left that
place. I believe that there ere
some Arkansas men in the crowd,
but they didu’s let my men, #e0
them.’"

— .

26.—~Al!

Tries 1

[l
¢

BADRE
Make

NO

at Magm
Th:
negro n
three-qu
Mo

the neg
were B¢
who diy
of O.T
No

fact th
imagin:
of the !
Gasolin
out of {
In¢
Every £
pyre ur
flames
mob st
line, I
been re
M
night ¢
De

jails at
hundre
ings to
passibl
Eve
droppt

andad tl
towax
tained
did he
mercy
tempts
ashes
them :
haster
Kno
Tae
kickee
meml
Belfowr
fessed teo



e

WEDNESDAY

JARUARY 26, 1921,

_The

GOV. N'RAE ¥
EFFORT T0
MOB PLANS FO

Gov. McRae of Arkansastold The Pres ver long di
tance telephone this afternoon that he:hasinot ordere
state troops to proceed to Nodena, Ark; to preve:
.threatened lynchings there tonight. B :

. “T can’t get in touch with Sheriff Blackwood of that |
county, so I wouldn’t know who to send the

troops to,"”
Gov. McRae said. ““I understand that Sheriff Blackwood
is at the Peabody hotel in Memphis and I have tried to tele~
phone him there, but they 8ay he is not in his room. .

" “What's the sheriff dping in Memphis? Why dan’t
he on his job? 1It'sthe worst outrage in the world to puta
myn to. death without giving him a trial, and the sheriff

that county should be getting busy. He hasn't called
upon meé for dssistance. . E

*“They .had no business bringing that negro over the
route they took. They should have brought him thru
Arkansag and taken him direct to the penitenitairy at
Little Rock.

“I had heard that the negro was taken off a train
at Sardis, Miss., this morning, but I didn’t kmow they. werse
bringing him back to Arkansas.”

(g

THE MEMPHIS PRESS

Daily excopt Sunday by MEMPHIS PRESS CO. [lade-
':ill Politlcally; Fimanci

y, Commercially. Entered
at Momphin Poproffice as Secand-Claes Mail Mattér. |

Which Is the Better Way?
N 8 railrogd trainds a negro in the custody of officers ot the law.

The negro 1a belng taken to stand trlal for.the murder of two
peaple. He will be convicted and will be executed. In duc time he
will pay the proper penalty for his criine.

Armed men board the'train. From the officers of the law they
take the negro. ‘They put him into an automoblle apd carry him thru
parts of threo states to the scene of:the, crime. ith bravado it is
announced that he will be lynched at a certain hour.

The crime of which the negro is accused is atrocious. Such a
alayer ghould Biselt meet death as quickly as legal process will aliow.
There is no doubt but that he will quickly come (o legal death.

Another negro ‘committed a murder that is even more atrocious,
it ‘pousible, than the first. He is arrested at his home. There are
many people afound, some of them closa friends of the victim'e sor-
rowing family. There Is every opportunity for Jindge Lynch to claim
this second negro. But the second negro is today alive in a peniten-
tiary cell, awaiting thoe seemingly certain verdict of electrocution.

Which {s the better way? ’

PRICE THREE CENTS
R e

FINAL *

LATE MARKET REPORTS,

NI

URRIED TOWARD CRIME SCENE;
MOB MENBERS AT LOCAL HOTEL

. While five of their number detoured around Memphis
in a closed automobile with Henry Lowry, negro murderer,

leged members of the mob which took him from officers
at Sardis, Miss., early this morning, came to Memphis and
dined at Hotel Peabiody today.

£ The alleged members of the mob were met at the
hotel by dozens of other men who came to Memphis from
‘hearby towns in Arkansas this morning. Nearly 100 of
them were gathered in the hotel lobby, laughing and talk-
ing ard preparing to return t6 Arkansas tonight.

The five men who have Lowry passed Millington at
noon eqn route to Richardson’s Landing, Tenn., where they
ary T‘tc;.?cross, the river on a ferry. Nodena, Ark., is just
op e.

Reports-received lere indicate that Lowry and three
or four othér hegroes—perhaps even more—are to be
Iyfiched at Nodeng tonight. The other riegroes are al-
feged to have aided Lowry to escape to El Paso, Tex., after
he had killed two white persons and wounded two others
at Nodena on Dec. 25.

No Street Parade. J. J. Greer, from whom the pris-

who i8 to be lynched at Nodena, Avrk., tonight, other al- -

The mob leader announced at
Sardis, Mias,, this morning that
Lowry would be paraded thru
Memphis. streets and taken across
the Harahan bridge hors. .

Police fmmediately guarded all
roads entering the city to preveni
them from bringing the prisoner
here. The mob mnst have learnod
of this en route from Sardis, for &8
they neared Memphis Lowry was
turned over to five men in a cloged
car, who:skirted the city.

The dther men, ' it is alleged,

and went directly to the Peabody
hotel.

Deputy Sheriffs B, H. Dixon and

drove their autos into Memphls

oner was taken by the mob at the
train stopped at Sardis, miugled
with the crowd in the hotel lobby.
They were met here by Sherif?
Blackwood of Mississippl county.
Arkaneas, who wad to have accom-
panied them to Osceola with the
prisoner tonight.

" None of the men In the Peabody
lobby would admit that they were
moembers of the mob that boarded
the train, but several of them
ovaded the question in a laughing
manner,

Some of the,men wera ‘muddy
and appeared to be travel-stained
as the result of a long automobile
trip over muddy roads.
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FEED DRY LE

i

AVES 70 SLC
" FIRE WHEH CODKS

Tries to End. Life by Sw’a‘llowing Hot Coals
as Flames Eat Flesh From Legs.

' BADROADS, TIRED MOB SAVE OTHERS

' Make, Start for Imprisoned Blacks at Blythe-
ville and Marion, but Quit Quest.

BY RALPH RODDY.
) (Memphis Press Reporter.).
NODENA, Ark., Jan. 27.—*“Cap, I want to be buried

at Magnolia, Miss.”

These were the last words spoken by Henry Lowry,
negro murderer, who was burned at the stake last night,
three-quarters of a mile east of here.

More than 500 persons stood by and looked on while
the negro was slowly burned to a crisp. A few women
‘were scattered among the crowd of Arkansas planters,
who directed the grewsome: work of avenging the death
of O. T. Craig and his daughter, Mrs. C. O. Williamsopn.

Not once did the slayer beg for mercy despite the
fact that he suffered one of the most horrible deaths

imaginable.

With the negro chained to a log, members

of the mob placed a small pile.of leaves around his feet.
Gasoline was then poured on the leaves, and the carrying
out of the death sentence was under way.

Inch by inch the negro was fairly cooked to death.
Every few miinutes fresh leaves were tossed on the funeral
pyre until the blaze had passed the negro’s waist. - As the
flames were eating away his abdomen, a member of the
mob stepped forward ard saturated the body with gaso-
line. It was then only a few minutes until the negro had

been reduced to asnes.

Muddy dirt roads held the lynchings in Arkansas last
night to one negro being toasted ‘to death.
 Desulatory efforts were made to reach the county
jails at Marion and Blytheville; Ark., early today, but the
hundreds of armed men who started out to-malse the lynch-
ings total an even half dozen were. balked by .the im-

passible roads,

Even after the flesh had
dropped away ‘from bis legs
and the flames were loaping
towadd his tace, Jowry Yre-
tnined consclousness, Not oncoe
did he whimper or beg for
merey. ,Once or twice he at-
tempted to pick up the hot
ashes in Wiis hands and thrast |
them in his nouth in order to
hasten death,

Knock Couals From Mouth,

Earh tipie the ashes  Wero ’
kicke:d out of his voach by n

- meinber of Aic mob,
Before death came LOWry con-
frssod to the killing. and implicat-

i{ for two days after

_fhave turnished

cd twa other negroes wlao asgisted
him to: make hig escape:to Texas.
The }wo: mentioned by :Lowry are
Morrjs"Jenkins, now in Jall at Ma-
rion, Ara., and J. T, Willfams, wio
is being held at Blythevilla, Wile
liams is =aid to have fed ‘the negro
¢ the klliing.
keeping Lim secreled in his cotton
patch; wille Jenkins is alleged tv
“hHim mopey. for
train tare to El Page, Tex.
One witnessing’ tlie scene might
have gasly pictured theinselves in
a courtroom. The "negro ‘waa
burned in a nawral amphitheater
betwesn two bluffsi- with the Mis-
siestppl on one elde and ‘x bhuge

OWRY :

ed
mat he

six-footer put the ques-
He condemned 1aan, while
wrote ‘the questions and
lown 40”2 note book. It
roeminded me-of a Jawyer and.court
reporter, . Otlier members of the .
mob crowded around, but not onca
did they attempt to interrogate the
negro, leaving this to the palr who '
ppeared to have been assigned
this duty. . '
Cries Out Appeal.

‘Words fail to describe the suf-
ferings of the negro. Iven after
his legs had been reduced to the
bones he continuned to talk with,
his. captors, answering-all ._ques-
tions put to him. Ag the gasoline
was poured over his chest and head
the negro eried out some appeal of
one of the many negro lodges of ;
which he was a member, '

Tt was the original intention of
the mob to take the negro to tha
Craig farm. However, the crowd’
sooh became so thick after leaving
Richardson’s Landing that It wax
mext to impossible to (ravel fur-
ther. The leaders then held a hur-
wied consultation and decided to
put him to death where they wera
'—teing within sight of the Craig
home.

The negro was burned almost
directly in front of the home of J.
T. Williams, who has confessed
that he kept the negro hid in his
cotton tield for two days after the
killing. Williams cooked meals
for the slayer and carried them
baclk and forth tg him, while scores
of armed men scoyted thiu the bot-
toms in search of him. Two ne-

mob at Williams® house, fled from
the scene as the men with the slay.

Vew. Lynching
Threatened If
~Sheriff Dies

was: telling " pagse Hunts for Man Who

Shot Officer in Mis-
S1SS1PPL.

A lynching probably will result
it Raymond Johnson, negro, whd
shot Deputy Sherift Waddel Gld-
bam of Tunica, Miss., {8 captured.

Oldham {8 at the Baptist Memo-
rlal hospital in a critical condition.
Interns say he has one chance out
of 10 to live. A posse i8 noéw
searching for the negro.

Oldham -was shot in the abdo-
men when he attempted to arrest
Johnson.

The officer was rushed to Mem-
phis and operated on. He began
slowly sinking, and was operited
on again teday, in an effost to
save his life.

Early today it was helieved that
the guilty negro had been cap-
tured at Helena, Ark., trying to ef-
fect an escape.

It was later.learned that the ne-
gro in custody was the wrong one
and he was released.

Indignation is at a tense pitch
In Tunica, wherc Oldham is a pop-
ular officer, »

Olihum’s brother ‘actoripxared.
‘him to Memphis and has heen at
his hedside continuounsly:

T —

er approached from the Tennesses
side of the river.
. Planned Other Lynchings,

It was deffnitely planned
yesterday to march on the:-
Jadls -at Blytheville and Ma-
rion: and get Willlams and
dpnkins- for lynching. Some
were also In favor of taking
-another neégro in the ‘Biythe-
:ville jail and four-more in the

‘Marion jail, and lynching all
em.

The almost impassable dirt
roads perhapes saved all these
- megroes from death. The mob
_‘wag tboitired to try to get
over them. | :
A ‘few members of tho
straggled into  Blytheville,

no
but

Jack cof leadership saved the lifeisociates.

Mob' Starts: After Others. 4
After they had atood by until
Lowry was teduced to -a charredi
masg, members of the mob headed
{Continued on Back Page.)

NEGRD LODGES

BLYTHEVILLE, Ark.. Jan. 27,
—There was considerable taik
hera today to start a campaigu (o
break up the various negro fra-
ternal Jodges thruout the state.
The death of O. T. Craig and his
daughter, Mrs. C. O. Willlamson.
and the Lurning at the stake of
Henry Lowry., confessed. negro
murderer, is blamed on the activ-
ity, of the negro lodge leaders.
Lowry was a prominent member
of several nogro lodges, and was
afded 10 escape to Texas by his as-
A mujority of 1he lodges
are said to have been organizbd by
smart eastern negroes for (he
double purpose of inciting the somu-
thern negro and for gotting what
money they could out of him.




(CONTINUED FROM NEWS STORY

ON PRECEDING PAGE.)

FEED DRY 'LEAVES T0 SLOW
FIRE WHICH COOKS LOWRY

Coniténued From Page 1}

in the dlrectlon of Osceola. It was
whispered that they would divide
at.-Osceola, one sqOad taking the
southbound traln for Marion,
vhere Jenkins was confined, and
the other squad golng to Blythe-
viile for Williams. The latter were
to travel in automobiles.

The-mob {alled to reach Osceola
in time to catch the southbound
train, and after riding back and
forth across the country for several
hours finally began to disperse and
g0 hame. It was evident that the
leaders were practically exhausted
from their long trip with Lowry,
who was taken away from Arkan-
sas officers at Sardis, Miss., early
Wednesday morning.
of the negro confined there. After
things settled down again at Node-
na, I hurried to Wilson and from
there to Blytheville.

Goes on to Biytheville.

Going up to Bilytheville, I ran
across Keuneth Rayner, who used
to pound a typewriter for Charley
Metcalf. Kenneth {8 how an hon-
est to goodness lawyer in Blythe-
viile, but had rushed dowu to No-
dena to witneas the burning of the
hegro

At Blytheyille Rayner and my-
sell Purrled to the new county
courthouse to see if the mob had
arrived. Scores of men weve hang-
ing around police headquarters
and in front of the eity jall. We
learned that members of the
Awmertean Legfon had been called
out:to assist in gusrding the pris-
oners,

Rayner telephoned olfticinls at
tho courthouse that he and I wers
coming over. He took thia pre-
caution in order that none of them
ivould shoot at us when wé start-
ed across the courthouse  lawn.

After a few quéstions we werel

finally admitted and told to go up-
stajrs,
Squads Guard Town.

Squads .of men were atationed
st points of 'vantage thruout. the
building. The prisoners were con-
fined fn the fail uext door, but a
glance showed that the guards
would be able to sweep the entire
hutiding with their bhigh-powered
rifley,

Men rushed thruout the build-
ing, guarding doors and flashing
lights in each other's face,  The
situation nppeared a bit ticklish,
and keveral times 1 wished that I

ing In darkness, it was impossible
to tell which were guards.

I -rethained in the courthouse
until around 1 o'clotk this mora-
ing, and Lhen left to secure some-
thing to eat and see if I could

started from Nodena. I remainsd
in a cafe.around the coruner from
the jail until atter 2 o'clock and.
when no signs of the mob were

Lack of Leadcr Saves Negro.
The only thing thaet saved -the
Willlama negro from mesting -the

leader. Several times it was
whispered around ‘“‘Como on, let's

teered to lead the attack.

The police chief then hurried
thru the city, warning those who
were standing around the varlous
stores and cafes that they had bet-
ter go bome. Other places were
cloged up to prevent the mob from
congregating. They 'could not
stand the cold weather long, and
{gradunally the erowd thinned out.
\ Says He Was Not Drunk.

irip from Texas, and even while
death was creeping over him, that

Craig and his daughter. Asked if
he was drunk, he replied in the
negaetive, but added that he had
taken a couple of drinks. .

The negro laughed frequently
durlng his trip from Sardis, .-Miss.
A3 mombers of the mob told Jokes
to pasg away the time, the negro
smiled and laughed and secmed to
enjoy this as well as anyone in
the posse. He never once appeared
down-hearted, and his nerve held
jup to the list. -

{ Arrangements for three seven-
! passenger Cadillacs were made at
)rMemphi‘s before the posse started
to Sardis. These were used thru-
sout the trip from Sardis as far as
the Tennessee side of the river at
Richardson’s Landing. From there
’on. the roads were impassable for
an auto and the negro was trans-
forred to & wagon,
| Fats and Laughs.

Lowry was idating salted pea:
nuis as e nearéd the scene of his
ideath, When the posse stopped to
;eat, the negro.too, requested that
1o Lo fed, He ate a hearty meal
land laughed at the jokes of the
mob membets o few minutes be-
fore he was tied: to the stake.

it wan tha origihal intention ‘of
the mob to stage-the aflair-near

Lad rematned oulside with mem-{midn{ght. [t was planned-ta take

hers of the mob, - [ The guards in
the buliding werejunder instruc-
tiony ta shoot the minute that an
attempl wos mude o rush the jali
dpor, i

Danger of Shootng.

tall threo negroes to the -Cralg
plantation and burn them -at:'the
stake, However, a few details of
the plans nifscarried, and the lead-
ers found # advisable to dispose
‘1of Lowry bofore: starting attor the

lowever, I was mote afraid that {other two negroes, Willams and
they would siart shooling  cach|Jenkins,

other cven hefora the mob  ar-
vived. 'The majarity of them wers

8till May ‘Be Lynched. .
Tho Witllams and Jenkins ea-

a DIt excited, and yith the bulid-icaged desth last night, the géneral

hear anythfag of the mob whichl

Lowry maintained thruout the !

he did not know why he killed’

‘Wilson dand Blytheville,
palr- will be put to-desih’ 8!
they are ever brought to trial. It
is understood that mob. leaders
deemed. it inadvisable to’ attack
-the Blythaville Ja i
guarded, but that a plun had been
worked out -to.‘muddenly sweep.
down on the building. when they
#re -}east expected :und remiove
Willlams. .

The general impression here is
that an investigation ot the lynch-
ing will be ordered by the gover-
.nor, but it i3 expected to result
.inwnatght, as Sherift Blackwood |

seen, I finally went over to the ,himself has stated that ft appeared
hotel and “turned in." !to bhim that ‘every man, woman

‘and child in the county was deter-,
.mined tq have Lowry burned. H(\'
says that he did everything possi-

same fate as Lowry was lack of ajble to protect the slaver, but that;

the mob was so well, organized
that it was impossible to get him

Why Deputies Dctoured. .
! In explaining why his deputies:
‘detoured thru New Orleaus with,
their prigoner, the sheriff said that!
the mob had scouts posted all the
way from E! Paso; Tex., to Little
‘Rock.  He hoped to throw them]
‘oft the trafl by sending the pris-’
oner thru New Orleans, starting)
‘Him -on his way 24 houre before
.he was ncheduled to leave.
| Deputies Dixon and Greer would;
‘have stood no chance of retaining'
the negrp at Sardis, as scores of .
men were preseny and all jvere
heavily armed. The original plan
wasg to take the negro o6ff the train
:at or near Memphis, but at the.
-lost minute this plan was changed
for fear that Memphis authorities
-mfght attempt to interfere,

Lowry had a reputation for be-:

ing a peaceful negro In this sec-
tion. This was his second season
on the Craig plantation. No cause
can be discovered for the (tatall]
shooting Christmas Day, tho the’
‘general impressjon is that the re- |
gro was angered because Jow
prices of farm commodities had -
1wiped away his profits,
| Mardcrs Two..
] Lowry pursued a negro woman
1o the Cralg home, threatening to
rhoot her. When T. “Cralg!
stepped to the door to remonstrate’
vwith hint, Lowry shot him to
{death, and-then killed Mrs. C. O.
Willlamson:/when . she.rushed to
his side. . ‘Two -sons, Hugh and
‘Richard, -were ‘wounded by the ne-
gro. but ‘both recovered,

Lowry-escaped to-El Paso, Tex..
but was capiured: as he was about
‘4o cross juto “Méxido. He was be-}

go get him,” but no one Vomn-ll“eb’ back fnto Arkansas.

ing brought back’to Little Rock
for safekeeping, ‘wlen'.he wygs
taken away from the'lofficers

EX-POSTMASTER WILL
BE TRIED NEXT MONTH]

formerly .postmaster gt Neshoba
Tenn,, will' stand trial In federa
court in Feébruiry¥ on n-'charge o
embezzlement.  He ivas arrested;
nte resterday by fcederal ofticers.:
{¢ §s alleged he approprialed n
small ‘amount ‘of government
tunds,

i ¢ “Writes Friend.

[{bat vou know baw Jt I= with the white

Wi, - T, Magkey Mempliilm% :

Safe in El Paso, Murderer

o e

4
Could Have Crossed Bor-
der to Mexico.
NODENA, Ark., Jan, 27.—The,

death of Henry Lowry can be at-
tributed directly 1o his.anxfety to

INTERCEPT LETTER

hear from home. A letter written
to a lodge member at Turrell, Ark., |
resulted in his capture at El Paso,
Tex, as he was preparing to cross;
the barder into Mexlico. .
Lowry directed the letter to:
Muorris Jenkins with. the request’
that he go to the home of J. T.
Williams, another mnegro, living,
near Wilson, Ark., and learn the.
whereabouts of his (Lowry's)!
wlre.. The Jenkins negro instead
of doiug as requested, wrote a lat-.
ter to Wiltjama. Tl letter was!
fgrereeried, “amd Bl Pago” WTHGlals:
‘were . gsked to arrest th ?}&Jler,
Ixtter- Lowry Wrote.
The letter to Jenkins follows:
Ar. Morrig Jenkine, Turrell, Ark.:
Deat I'rlend avd Brotber—It affords
me no small pleasure to write yon n few)
lines to let you bear from me. Thlx‘
leaves me very well lu health, and T
truly hope these feyy lines wili find
Ton and family well Aud dotnp well. g
Listen, T bave made it to the border
Jine, but I have not croxsed yet. | ha
TUn opt of money and-aui.tryfog to ’cﬂ
e 1 job to work some. Soon as I get
maoney cuongh T ain galog aver to Mex~
feo. tT costs mp $10 to cross over.
- Have you hedrd from my wife and
girl or Willlams? Write now and tell
me 2}l yon know nbont the matter, Xow
I ean’t_see nothlng (n the paper here
where T amn at. T am over n thoysand
ml:cs from you vow, and as soon ae I.
cet womce more mouey J n
further. 1 am now in Il ml"u‘ngl.n%eg.n
right on the horder, 80 von write ms
;l;‘l)l'lcc and Jet we. hear bow i1 every.
ng. *

Back vour letter to 8 M. Thomp-
#an, 1201 st Third st.. Bl Pacn, "'Pr;.
'll' you _hafo nat heard fram J, T. Wii-
itiams T would be glad for you to g
down there and eec him for me, T
dan’t want to put you to eo maweh e
hie. but vau know how ft is with me. |

can't tzke nn risk. wAnt to hear
from niy wife. 1 dou't know bow she
ir fairlug. 1 left her with a plenty.

peanle in n#ane ke this,

Now listerf, vou go up there for me.
I =il draw rou the road =0 you can't
ml»v:_ 1t withont sslink anyone the way
to Willlams® Louse, You &0 to his hoyse
nd get Blm to cArry ¥on where my
wifo i3 and tell her {n trrite fnst bow
f« eferything and what mhe In golnx
to-do and whot can whe do and see if
she ot her momey out of them 'war
Hampe.

Tell her I want her to get whete T can
write her. I waut her to come to tae
later. T will toll her lLow to vome
whon she gols an rhe can eome. B
the ‘tlme she getx ro she can cowe {

11" try o send_ber some money. It
takes $41 on:the Dallas traln for to
briog ler hern. :

I am got. & job that pays me $10 a!
month and board. ¥o I guess In a few
mouthy [ can eend ey mome mogey, Sa
will lay ont the roud to “‘Illfnm
bouse' from Wilson on the next aheot.

The negro then droew a  crude
plai of the voad from Wilson,
Ark.. o the home of Willlams,

.« The, letter "wag. signed “8. M..
Thompsou.”

A postecript vead: My malil
comes to my home, 12¢1 E. Third
8t..-Be sureito tell my wife any
time siie writes me from there mail
it to yor and you mail {t to me."”

The lettcr was written in pencil,
but the Ei Paso address had been
writton in with ink. The lotter
was posted Jan, 11.

—




