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MEMPHIS
May 22, A. D., 1917

An account taken eole ly f rorn tbe Mernphis whi te dai ly  papera,  save that
we have added explanatory headings.

THE CRIME.
The brutal cr ime of the outrage and mur-

der of Antoinette Rappal by El l  Persons,
occurred early Monday morning, Apri l  30.

The Negro El l  Persons worked a plot of
sround on the Macon roadside, 300 yards
irom the scene of the murder. He ad-
mitted he had watched the l i t t le gir l  r ide
by morning after morning.-Herald, May 22.

THE ARREST.
He was twice arrested on suspicion and

twice released by Sherif f  Tate. He was f irst
arrested Thursday fol lowing his crime,
then again Friday.

lhe t iay fol lowing his second release he
was seized by W. H. Wilfong, uncle of the
gir l ,  turned over to John Sailors and held at
Binghamton.-The Press, May 22.

SWORN TESTIMONY OF THE SUPER-
STITIONS OF W. H. WILFONG.

This is to cert i fv that G. Hansen. the
psyehologist at 1120 Jackson avenue, IVIem-
phis, Tenn., came to me on Saturday morn-
ing, the f i f th (5th) day of May, 1917, with
DIr. Jacobi, the constable, in search for the
murderer of Antoinette Rappel. Mr. Hansen
described the scene of the Crime. also a little
log cabin, where he said the gui l ty one could
be found, and also gave a thorough descrip-
t ion of him. also his wife. before he ever saw
them, and insisted that we go there, which
we did.-Advertisement in Herald, June 3.

THIRD DEGREE AND "A LONG SIEGE
OF BEATING.' '

He was turned over to the countv iai ler
S,aturday. His freshly washed paiti and
snoes were found on the premises of his
nome.

Thp:qe facts were laid before Sherifr Tate,
and then followed the dramatic enactmeni
of third degree tactics to force a confession
Iiom the sEver.
^ ,il{ter a lo-ng siege of beating, the ofhcers
tr l 'Xl Stl.atea,v-

^."Thete's l iood on vour shoesl" shouted
UrtY. Detective Hoyle. 

-

* rne Negro broke down and confessed,-rreas, Mai 22.

THE LYNCHERS.
Every preparation, with the exception of

the presence of the prisoner, was made yes-
terday for the trial Friday in the first di-
vision, of the criminal court of El l  Persons
for the murder of Antoinette Rappal.

While the court was assemblins i ts ma-
chirrery, men who had come in automobiles
stood outside vowing vengeance of mob vio-
lence for the crime which has excited a whole
people, and with a bitterness born of wait-
ing and disappointment.

Lawyers, each protesting that for one
reason or another he was disquali f ied. were
appointed by Judge Puryear io defend the
Negro. The date, time of the trial, was
fixed for Friday morning at 10 o'clock.-
Com.mercial-Aypeal, May 22.

That the mob, which seems to be under
the supreme leadership of one man who is
unknown to the forces of the law. is deter-
mined to lynch the Negro is evident. It is
said that it has established a systematic
organization, and the fact that all members
can be communicated with in less than 20
minutes' time, tends to bear out this state-
ment. It is even rumored that thev have
elected a treasurer and assessed m6mbers
for funds necessary to pay expenses of men
who have been sent to Nashville to keep
corrstant watch on the Davidson county jail.
--C om.mer cinl-A ppe al, May 22.

Practically every passenger train entering
Shelby County from the north and east, it is
said, was stopped and searched Monday
morning by armed mobs bent upon finding
Ell Persons.-Ilcrald, May 22.

A Nashville telegram says that Deputy
Sheriffs R. B. Wilroy and G. E. Thomas
took the Negrg Ell Persons from the David-
son County jai l  at 3 o'clock Monday morn-
ing to bring him to Memphis.

They put him on a Louisville & Nashville
train going south, carrying him into Ala-
bama, thence back up the Frisco toward
Holly Springs.-Memphis Herald, May 22,
A.  M.

A special to the Herald. from Potts Camp,
Miss., thirteen miles southeast of Holly
Springs, stated that the two deputy sherifr-s
in charge of Ell Persons seemed to be sur-
prised when the fast Frisco train stopped
It a coal chute about a mile from P6tts
Camp, and about twenty-five men-part of
the Shelby avengers-climbed on a;d took
Ell Persons from them, One report is that
they were glow to give him up. but finally
did so.-Mern'phis Morning He-ralil, May 22.
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE COM.

ING LYNCHING.
The avengers passed throush Capleville

just before 3. o'clock this mornins wjth Ell
Persons, en route to the Macon road bridce.

He will be burned at the stake by diy-
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r  THE  CRIS IS

light.-Menrphis lllondng fIcrult|, N{ay 22. '

C i t y  f o l k  who  read  i n  t he  rno ln i ng  pape r
that  the rnob rvas assembied at  the Wolf  '

River bridge, flocked to the scene by thc'.
hundreds in automobi les.  I lefore ? o 'c lock '
the crowd was gleater  than i l  had been at
m idn igh t . -Co r t L tuc t  c i uL -AppcuL ,  Muy  2J . ' :

Prof .  E.  E.  Srni th of  Cerr t la l  l l igh School
asserted he was shockeC the morning of  the '
lynching to f ind f i f ty  boys absent.  Later  he
rvas informed the boys,  rv i th their  fathers or
r 'e lat ives,  had gone to wi tness the lynching
tr"vrs.-llsvald, May 27.

Scores of  parents sent  notes to school  by
their  ehi ldren yesterday asking that  they
Le excused so that  they mighl  wi tness the
l ynch ing  o f  E l l  Pe rsons ,  s l aye r  o I  An to i r r e t t e
Rappa l ]  Th i s  i n f o rma t i on ' came  to  t he  o f -
f ice of  the board of  educat ion to-day.

The chi ldren were not  excused.
County schools were dismissed eai ly  on

account of  examinat ions and hundleds of
t he  pup i l s  hu r r i ed  t o  t he  scene  o f  t he  l ynch -
ing.-Memphis Pres.s,  May 23.

THE ORGANIZED MOB.

News of  the capture rvas f lashed by te ie-
phone and te legraph to the surrounding
towns and country,  Wherever the nervs r i 'as
received armed men c l imbed into automo-
bi les and star ted towald a rendezvous ap-
pa ren t ' l y  known  t o ' a l l . -Q0171v71g7c iu l - . l p -
peul ,  May 22.

The  mob  t ha t  bu rned  E l l  Pe rson  was  \ \ o r .
derfu l ly  organized.  X{embers rvere in touch
w i t h  Nashv i l l e  and  a l l  su r t ' ound ing  coun t i es
arrd towns.

Leaders were designated by number ' . - -
Memph i s  P less ,  May  22  (P .  M . ) .

I t  is  said th is is  the f i rs t  t ime in the rec-
ord of  lynching that  the nrob lynched in thc
broad dayl ight ,  d id not  seek to h ide thei i '
i den t i t y  o l  wea r  masks . -Ne t ' s  S t i t n i l r r i .
May 22.

"  I r a f f i c  omce rs "  and  "po l i cemer r "  t u
n ra i n ta i n  "o tde r "  a t  t he  p l a i e  se l ec ted  f o r '
t he  execu t i on  o f  E l l  Pe rsons  by  Judge  Lyn r : h
were among the detai ' ls  which went to shorv
that  the crorvd of  avengel 's  rvas thoroughl-v
o rgan i zed  by  t he  " i nv i s i b i e  gove tnu ren t ' '
which has had th is case in charge.- I lcr l -
phis Nero.s Scinvi t rLr ' ,  P.  NI . ,  l lay 22.

PREPARATION.

I t  was l ike a hol iday on the l \ Iacon road
th i s  mo rn ing .  Hund reds  o f  n l en  and  somt '
women. too;  had spent the night  at  the
b r i dse ' ove r '  wh i ch  An to i ne t t e  Rappa l  r ode
or,  hZr b icvcle iust  befole hel  nrurder L lut
r nos t  o f  t he  w -a t che rs  had  gu t re  hon re  a l r d
s ta r t ed  t o  r e tu rn  ea r l y  t h i s  i no t  n i ng '  F t ' r t r r
eve l y  d i r ec t i on  t hey  ca I ) ) e ,  n l aJ r y  w i t h "u t
t r r ' ea i r f as t .  n l en  and  won le l r ,  su l ne  u l  t l l t l r r
r v i t h  t he i r  ch i l d l en ,  ga the led  by  hund leds . .

At  8 o 'c lock there were 13,000 persons eath-
eled around rv i th end of  the br ' idse arr( l  t i1( '
Macon  r ' oad  i n  eve ry  d i r ec t i on  r vas  b l : t c l i
r v i t h  t h o s e  w h o  r . a m r  i r r  u u t r ' i : r t r d  L l t , , s . '
who  t l amped  on  f oo t .

Fo r  a  m i l e  and  a  ha l f  r - r p  t he  r< , l t d  t hc
au tos  we le  p . r cked  i n  an  end less  s t r i r r g  i r v  i )

o ' c l t c k .  1 ' hLse  on  f ooL  s t l usg l t t t l  i t t  a r r t l  r r t l l

of the car' .  Mothers carrying chi ldren 5gss-
gered f lom exhaustion as thc word sprJf i
that. the posse. bringirg Person had almGi
Ie?gfeg the.bridge. A-n old T1n 9lt  c.utcl iei
hob'uled and bemoaned the fate ttrat migii
l ieep hirn t ' r 'om .arr iving i  rr t ime.-I l Iemp'i f i j
f )r 'ess, May 22 (P. M.).

: r:. ' r'?Fes!lFr1':
. . - . . f f i . .- :-:

SUPPLIMENT

Conspicu^ous among t l ic  rnob,wer.e sevel .a l
vendels of  sandwiches rrnd _c-hewin_g gu; :
j Hl,::ii:;:: ff"";1y:' 

-. u em phis Nr*,s
At 9 o 'c lock Mrs.  Wood arr ived in n,

au to ,  wh i ch  ha l t ed  on  t he  l evee  i n  f r on t  o i
t he  c l owd .  A lmos t  a t  t he  same  t ime  ano the r
auto, in which the Negno lvas seated, ap-
peared on the br idge,

The master of  ceremonies -  ra ised his
hands  t o  command  s i l ence ,  and  announno . i
t ha t  t he  mo the r  o f  t he  murde rg4  e i r l  de l
s i led to make a sta lemel) t .  ' Ihe 

crowd
su rged  c l ose l  t o  ca t ch  he r  wo rds .  r vh i c f
proved to be audible for  a d istance t i t  aboui
5{J feet.

" I  wan t  t o  t hank  a l l  my  f r i ends  who  have
rvo rked  so  ha rd  i n  my  beha l f , "  she  sa id .
"Let  the Negro suf fer  as my l i t t le  g i r l  suf_
felecl ,  only 10 t imes worse."

"We ' i l  bu rn  h im , "  t he  c l owd  ye l l ed .
"Yes,  burn him on the spot  rvhere he

ki l led my l i t l le  g i r l , "  she said
The crowd yel led at  th is,  but  the leader.

expla ined that  the commit tee had decjded
to execute Pelsons in a c leared space on the
opposi te s ide of  the levee,  wher.e mor.e Deo-
ple could see.  Mrs.  Wood assented.-Corrr-
i  r r  t : rc ia l -  Appeal ,  May 23.' Ihe 

nrob went wi ld as the Negro,  heavi lv
shackled,  was l i f ted f rom the car and rvalked
into the f ie ld where a place had been c leared
for  h is execut ion.-Press,  l lay :2 i3.

THE "CONFESSION. ' '

Then came rvord that  the NeEro wanted
to nrake a confession and the crowd sulged
r r \ \ ' a y  f  r o l n  t he  t r ee  w i t h  t he  rope  and  ba rk
[o the road.  Around an auto on the rvest
r : r rd of  the bl idpe stood c lozens of  men rv i th
i  i f les and shotguns.

' fhe c lowd surged arount l  and fought fo l
a  v i e ' r t  o f  t . he  v i c t i n r .  M : r r . sha l  Sa i l t , r ' o l '
E inq-hamton pleaded wi th the c lou'c l  to be
o rde l l y .  Sz r i l o r ,  know ing  t he  de te r rn i na t i o t r
r , f  t he  mob ,  d i d  h i s  bes t  t o  p reven t  any  d i s -
o l de r  and  succeeded  i n  do ins  so .

Sai lor  stood up in the cal  and beside hi rn
stood the Ne!. r 'o.  The murclerel  was ca' l tn,
but  h is eyes ro l led whi te,  for  the crorvd
scleamed when i t  saw hirn.

Leade rs  t r ' i ed  t o  ge t  s i l ence ,  and  f i na l l y
t hey  - succeeded .

"Pe l son  has  a  s t a temer r t  t o  make , "  shou t -
cd  Sa i l o r .  Ru t  t he  Neg ro  cou ld  l r o t  speaK
:rrrc l  the rnalsbal  spol ic  f r . i r  h i rn.- - l ' i 'e .ss,
- \ l : r y  22 -

THE BURNING.

"Bu rn  h i r n , "  s c reamed  a  woman .  "A ld
buln hi rn s lorv,"  shouted anothel  one.  The
c lowd  chee red . - I ' r ess ,  May  22 .

On one s ide was the road,  10 feei  aoove
lhe hol lorv into which the Negro ! /as
r l lap, ! , t rd l r : r r l  t  h l i in t  d to l r  loe; .  On the other
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fHE CRISIS SUPPLEI \TENT

t l r lc t '  s ides rvas a forest ,  the t rees black
wit . l )  thc f isures of  rnen who had c l imbed
int<.r  thenr for  bet ter  v iews.-P?"ess,  May 22,
I '. trI.' fen gai ions of  gasol ine was then poured
ove l  h i s  c l o th i ng  and  a  ma tch  app l i ed .
Wh i l e  t he  f i r e ,  s t a r t i ng  a t  h i s  f ee t ,  c rep t
s l o$ ' 15 '  t t i r | i 1 t  d  h i s  f ace  a  lO -yea r -o l d  Neg ro
l ,o l  rv i rs 1r l : rced on the other end of  the log-

" ' l 'akc a good look,  boy,"  someone to ld
hinr .  "We rvant  you to remember th is the
longes t  day  you  l i ve .  Th i s  i s  wha t  happens
to nigter-s rvho molest  whi te women."

.A l t huush  he  w r i t hed  i n  agony  Pe rsons
r r r ade  r r u  uu t c r y .  Wh i l e  t he  f l imes  we re  a t
thei l  height  several  hundred members of  the
lr ( )b ( ' r 'o \ \ 'ded about,  f ight ing for  b i ts  of  h is
r ' l o l h i r , g  and  t he  l ope .  Two  men  cu t  o f f  h i s
e a l '  l r r r , i  , : r l r i e d  t h e n r  a w a y  a s  s o u v e n i r s . -
\ lvnrphis . \eus Scint i tur ,  P.  NL, Nlay 22.

Th r l  i ough t  and  sc reamed  and  c ro r vded  t o
ge t  a  g l i n rpse  o f  h im  and  t he  mob  c l osed  i n
and struggled around the f i re as the f lames
I iared high and the smoke lo l led over their
l r e a ( l s .

' [ ' r i 'o  
of  them hacked of f  h is ears as he

l , L r I r r e i l ;  i r no the I  t r i ed  t o  cu t  o f f  a  t oe ,  bu t
t  l r r v  s t oppe t l  h i r n .

' l ' hey  
c ro r vded  i n  and  e rowded  ou t ,  so  t ha t

: r l l  r r r i gh t  see  t he  l - r u rn i ng  t r ody .  And  t hev
* 'e le st i l l  surging : r round i t  when the f lesh
had been burned f rom the bones and the
rv i thered f rame of  what was once a human
Le i r r g  Ja t  c rack l i ng  i n  t he  f l ames . -Memph i s
. / ' r  r .ss,  P.  !L,  NI : ry 22.

Persons went to h is death terr i f ied be
yo r rd  t he  power  o1 '  exp less i on .  H i s  an ima l
t - -vcs r ' r , l le( l  and shi f tet l  unceasing)y,  and he
f l e t l uen t l l '  mo i s tened  h i s  pa rched  l i p s ,
t t r r 'ough ivhich speech was scarcely audible,
Lut  he r l id  not  f f inch when led to the funeral
J)y l 'e nof  cry out  when the oi l  f lames surged
ove r  h i s  body .

His c leath rvas almost  instantaneous.' l 'he 
Nelr ' ro drank deeo of  the f i rs t  sheet  of

f l a t r , o  a i , . l  smoke ,  and ' r ' e l axed  upon  h i s  he l l -
i s t - l  

" . . uch .  Whe r r  t he  bodv  had  been  bu rne t i
su f f r c i e r , t  t u  se t i s l ' y  t hc  l us i  < - r t ' t he  execu t i u r r -
€ ' l  s ,  ( r t r e  l na l l  i n  t he  c row t l  t ' u t  ou t  t he
Ney'r '<, 's  heal t ,  twu others t 'u t  of f  

'h is  
eals,

t t 'h i le : r r rcr thet '  h. rckc,d of f  h is heat l . -C, ,  t t t  t t t t  t ' -
r ' i u l " . ' l  t t t r r l ,  May  2 ; i .

The f larrres and smoke shot  h igh in lhe
air ' ,  : rnt l  the f renzied men cheered as their .
v i '  l . i r n  *  r ' i t he r l  i r r  agony  and  t hen  was  s t i l l cd
l I r  d e a t h _

' Ihe 
c lorvd looked on sr imly.  Many c i ty

\ vo r t e l r  pa l ed  t h rough  t hc  pa i r r t  on  t he i l
r l t eeks ,  and  t r o t  a  f e r v  o the rs  we r .e  s i c ke r re t l
Lv  t l r e  ghas t ' l y  s i sh t . - (  l , r r u  r t e r c tu l -A  ppe t t l .
l\l a v t;l

A wornan neal  me scleantet l  not  to use
gasol i r re,  "He' l l  burn too fast :  he ' l l  burn
too- fast , "  she cr . ied,  over and ovdr.  again,
and_others took up the shout.-PrCss, 

-May

23.  P .  t I .

SOUVENIRS
Two men darted in and with knives

sla-shed the Negro's ears f rom his head.
uther men fought' the crowd back to keep i t
r  roru fol lowine their exarnDle. j

The br ' ight f lantes caus"d by the. gasol i l le

gave \ \ ' : rv  to ( lcnse snioke t {hen the f lames
attacked the rnoist  rvood and the bodv of  the
v rc t i n t .  Desp i t e  t he  smoke  and  t he ' s i c ken -
i ng  sn re l l  o f  t he  bu rn i ng  f l esh  t he  t housands
s t i l l  s t l ugg led  t o  ge t  a  g l i n rpse .  l l en  he ld
o t h e r . n r e n  o n  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s .  W o m e n
he lpe t l  ho l d  each  o the r  up .

Thc'  Negro lay in the f larnes in the center ,
h i s  r r ' n i s  c i ossed  on  h i s  ches t .  I f  he  spoke ,
no one cvel  heart l  h int  above the shouts of
the cr .o l 'd.  He died quickly,  though 15 min-
utes later  erc i table Delsons st i l l  shouted
that  he l ived rvhen they saw the charred
remains move as does meat in a hot  f ry ing
pan.-  Pr-ess,  May 22.

Th tee  men ,  p resumab l y  members  o f  t he
mob  r vh i ch  Jynched  E l i  Pe rsons ,  d rove  up  i n
an  a r r t omob i l e  sho r t l l '  t r e f o t  e  1  o ' c l ock
Tues t l a r ' : r t  I l a ybu rn  bou leva rd  and  Bea le
avenuc  and  s toppe t l  be fo l e  a  c rowd  o l  Ne -
gr ' ( )es.

" ' I ' : r k r  t h i s  \ \ ' i t h  ou r  co r ) iD l i r nen t s . "  one  o f
t  he  au to ' s  u ( ' cupan t s  a t l t l  r essed  t he  g roup  o f
Negroes,  and in their  midst  fe i l  Persons'
head  and  one  o f  h i s  f ee t .' l 'he 

i ;oc ly had l - ieen dismernbered at  the
scene  o i  t he  l ynch ing  Pe rsons '  head  was
taken dorvn f rorn the post  near the br idge
on rr)T ie h i t  har. l  been placed short ly  af ter  the
l ynch i r r g .  ' l ' he  

men  r vho  b rough t  i t  t o  t o l vn
hu r r i ed l l '  d l ove  o f f  a f t e r  d ropp ing  t he i r
g rewson re  Du Ioen .

Persons'  head had been shorn of  i ts  ears
and  e  po r t i on  o f  i t s  nose .  I t  r vas  t aken  i n
charge by county authol i t ies.-Memphis
Ne r r . , s  Sc i r i r l t a r ' .  I I ay  22  (P .  M . ) .

Wonren rv i th chi ldren in their  arms stan-
peded u ' i lh  sevelal  huuclred men in the rush
to l  souven i r s .  B i t s  o f  Pe rsons '  c l o t h i ng
r i ' e re  sna t ched  f r om h i s  bu rn i ng  body  and
the huge rope wi th which he was f i rs t  se-
cured rvas cut  into shreds.-Memphis Nezos
St i ' t t i i tu t ,  I ' .  \ ' I . ,  May 22.

AFTER THE BURNING.
.Thev  bu rned  h im  t oo  qu i ck ;  t hey  bu rned

hirn too c1uick,"  was the conipla int  on al l
s ides.  ' fhe universal  sent i rnent  seemed to
l r e  t ha t  t oo  much  aaso l i ne  had  been  used .

When  t he  f i l e  had  a l r r os t  d i ed  down  and
rro stre ich of  the imaginat ion could have.
uictured the charred mass in the midst  as
ihe remains of  a human being,  men and
part icular ly  women st i l l  s t ruggled to get
nea r  f o r  a  g l impse .

' l 'huusands lef t .  They rvr lked arrd twist-
ed and scrambled in . ind out  among pel 'haps
3,000 machines that  were palked so c lose
thzrt  d l ivers coul i l  not  l r love them i t t  some
(. : rses for  hours.

And : r l l  the lvay to Memphis those who
were leaving passed the c lowds which were
jus t  r on t i ng .

These bemoancd the fact  that  they were
too late,  but  seized on evel 'v  l i t t le  c loud of
smoke they saw as an indication that the
f i re was sf i l l  buln inR, that  son:e port ion of
the spectacle might  st i l l  be lef t  for  thet t r .
-Press, May 22.

"A Negro-automobi le dr iver  t ramed Burt
Ingram, i lose to the pyre,  unbalaneed- by
the exci iement,  caught up an Arner ican f lag '
a l ld,  waving i t  above his head, shouted:

I
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"We're all through here, boys. L€t's
ioin the Germans."' 

"He tore the flag to shreds and was im-
mediately grabbed by a crowd of white meit
who attempted.:to iush him to the dying
Lraze, wheie Persons' skeleton still hung.
Five policemen rescued him. He will be
io"n".i over to the Federal authorities."--
Memphis Herald, quoting St. Louis T'imes,
Nlay 24.

THE MAJESTY OF THE LAW.
Gov. T. C. Rye-Were you not fully and

dulv informed 
-of 

all the- facts in the Ell
Perions outrage and horrible murder of lit-
t le Antoinette Rappel?

Is it not a facl that you were asked to
send soldiers to Memphis to protect Ell Per-
sons so he could get d fair trial?

Did not Attorney-General Hunter Wilson
ask you for two companies of soldiers in the
tr ial?

Did not the two judges of the criminal
courts, David B. Puryear and T. W. Harsh,
fully represent to you the state of high
feeling here, the mob prospect, and ask you
for soldiers to protect?

Did not Mayor Ashcroft do practicaily
the same?

In all these terribly menacing conditions,
rvith these requests, these facts, the volume
of newspaper publ icat ions, too, why did you
not act to save Memphis and Shelby County
from what happened and what the law offh-
cials told you was prospective?-HeraLd,
May 27.

Everybody knows that Memphis was ter-
rorized and int imidated by the avengers for
days and nights preceding the f inal appre-
hension of EII Persons in another state, and
his return here to be burned at the stake.

The law was as powerless as if it had not
existed. Not a law officer went to the front
in the face of the situation to check it--not
one.-Daily Herald, May 25.

A request for troops to protect Ell Person,
Negro ax fiend, from a mob which had seized
him at Potts Camp, was wired last night to
Gov. Bilbo by the sheriff of Marshall
County.

Gov. Bilbo wired the sheriff to orsanize a
cit izens' posse, as the state troops 

-were 
in

the Federal service, and not under his con-
trol.-Memphis Press, May 22, P. M.

AFTER THOUGHT.

"We. clerqvmen of the City of Memphis'
met in' soleirir assembly, do hereby resolve
that we, as clergymen and citizens, confess
our derel ict ion of duty in not having warned
an inf lamed public opinion against.mob vio-
Ience, when it was apparent to every reader
of newsDaDers that preparatlons had Deen
made foi' lvnching the blute who had com-
mitted an rinspeakable svi1112."-p74ss, May

We burned a Negro at the stake yester-
dav.

Let us underscore the word "WE."
So if we are proud of it, let us be proud

of it toeether.
I f  we"are ashamed of i t ,  let us be ashamed.

of it together.

a

THE CRISIS SUPPLEMENT

foi  us.
It will be

make it.
Editorial

COLORED

Let's not be cowardly eI.et's not be cowardly enough to put it ofi..
onto someone else, claiming that w6 wer" 

-"j.
af

home attending to business.
It would be as senseless, to. pgt all the

blame on the man who made the brimstoil
for.the match tha! jgiPa the funeral pyl!
as it would to put it all upon the men rihi
participated in the lynching itself.

Public opinion burned Ell Person-the
stake yesterday.

Public opinion burned Ell Person-the
minister of the gospel, the lawyer, the doc_
tor, the newspaper editor, the man who talk-s
to others on the street corner or the streei
car-he shared in i t ,  that is he did unless
he protested and there were few protests.
The majority approved. The minorlty kept
silent, and silence gives consent

And so, to-day, when the reaction has
come and we shudder at the story of the man
who cut out the heart of the half-roasted
fiend, of the men who severed his head and
sped to town to throw it into the street, let
us stop and see what part we played in it.

And if we find that we den't approve of
i t  then let 's start creating a publ ic opinion
that will uphold the majesty of the law.

Let us resolve that we will put into office
only men who realize the responsibility they
are assuming.

Let us reiolve that when we are called
upon to sit  on a jury we won't shirk our
du ty  and le l  chron ic  ju ro rs  b r ing  in  a  ver -
dict that causes the public to have only con-
tempt for the law.

Ma.ny a lynching has been bred in the
courthouse.

Let's realize that as citizens who mav
Lnt societv's orotection we are members oiwant society's protection we are members o

that societv and must make it strons.that societyat socrety and must make rt strong.
lt cannot be weak for others and strong

as strong or as weak as WE

in the Memphis Press, May 23.

MEN LYNCHED BY YEARS
1885-19 16 .

1 8 8 5  . .  ? 8  1 9 0 2
1 8 8 6  . .  i t  1 9 0 3
1 8 8 7 . . : . . . . . .  8 0  1 9 0 4
1 8 8 8  . .  9 5  1 9 0 5
1 8 8 9  . .  9 5  1 9 0 6
1 8 9 0  . .  9 0  1 9 0 ?
1 8 9 1  . . . . . , . . .  1 2 1  1 9 0 8
1 8 9 2  . .  . .  . . . . .  1 5 5  1 9 0 9
1 8 9 3  . . . . . . . . .  1 5 4  1 9 1 0
1 8 9 4  . , . . . . . . .  1 3 4  1 9 1 1
1 8 9 5  . .  . . . . . . .  t t 2  1 9 1 2
1 8 9 6  . .  8 0  1 9 1 3
L 8 9 7  . . . .  . . . . .  r 2 2  L 9 t 4
1 8 9 8  . .  . . . . . .  .  1 0 2  1 9 1 5
1 8 9 9  . .  8 4  1 9 1 6
1 9 0 0  . . .  . . . . . .  1 0 7
1 9 0 1  . .  . . . . . . .  1 0 ?  T o t a l

R6

86

64
AO

93
?3

. . . . , ; . . .  6 5
63
63
79
69
80
55

. . . . . . . . 2 , 8 4 1
What are we gaing to do about thi,s rec'

ord? The ciuiiization of America is at
stake. The sincerity of Ciristianitg is chal'
lenged.

Interested persons mau write to RoA
Noslr,  Secretiry, T0 Fif th Auenue, New
York City,


