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about the little girl and she took charge of her. One or two

other ladies helped her. I never saw a prettier little gir1.

The woman had the baby at the hospital-' The nan cane

and got the child and said he wanted to take her outside to

see her rnother and the baby. As soon as he got out of the

hospital, he beat it. He took the child, nother,'and Little

gir1.

Several years later, trfus. Young got 
: 

call from a probation

officer in Little Rock. He wanted to lsrow sornething about

this little gir1. Well, my wife gave hirn all the inforrnation she

had. She didnrt lsrow what her rutme llas or who her people were.

A day or two later he ca1led back and said he had to have

more information about that child. l'lrs. Young saidr, rWell,

I told you everything I cou1d. Mlat is this all about?'r He

said that a very wealthy family in Little Roqk adopted the child

and they wanted to take a trip to Er.rope and take the Little

girl with thern. She had to have a passport and they needed

to lo:ow who she was. I dontt lsrow what they ever did,

ELAINE RIOT - SEPTEI\BER 29, 1919 -
:

I was at the Rotarv Club when it was annotncbd that there was

fighting taking place in Elaine. They busted r'p ah;'cltrb becatrse
1  

' -  
. . .  : ,

we didn't hrow what was going on down there-.i 
...",1 *,".i 

'

The next morning the Associate Press"ian fporn.yenp.lris, and
- , ,,_,1.. , .." ,.ll ,1, . . .-

a Corrnercial Appeal man came to my officb.; They'u'anted to go

dorain there. I had a new, big, passengel Buick''car. .,I d.idnrt

want to go by nryself, so I picked t.p two men - 
I.l. 

Parmelee and

rf the ornt'b;r'"f 
''ilr-"ri" 

in

.,f

,o



Helena and Pannelee was the city engineer

We started down there. Arotnd 01d Town we net a car coming

towards Helena. I lo:ew the car. It was 0.R. tilyrs big Hudson

car. In that car was Joseph trlyers, ed Will l'tfracle, Deputy U.S.

Ir,brshall, a colored driver, ffid. somebody else.

Lily had been ki1led. They hailed us down and told us that

between Wabash and Elaine 4 niggers ttrey had in their car had

attempted to ki1l them. They said Lily and the 4 niggers were

kil1ed and dunped out on the road. He said to be careful when

we passed there.

At Wabash ltdr. Allen decided he had bettel come back to Helena

because there night be trouble. There was trouble. idr. Parmelee

said that he was down there the day before and his wife was'a11

worried. They left me and the two nerJspaper correqnndents. We

went down there. We had to go off the side of the road into a

ditch to go around those 4 niggers lying in the road, chained

together. TWo of thern were very prominent niggers. One of

them was Dr. D.A. Johnson, who owned a three story building

occupied by the old McCarty Farrn l,lachinary 0o. That building

had been watched for some time because they knery that the niggers

were meeting there. After lrh. A1len cane back, they raided

that building and found it filled fu1l of high-powered rifles

and hundreds of rotnds of anrntrnition. So they were correct in

the suspicion that the niggers were using that building.
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We got to Elaine and went to the headquart""t, _ In the

meantime, a lot of soldiers from Canp Pike, (now Camp Robfurson in

Little RockJ, had arrived. We went to talk to the General and

Governor Brough came in then. The Generai said that they thrs,r

out men on the road leading into Elaine and t}at they were

promptly fired on. A couple of his men were killed and anottrer

was badly wounded. One was shot in a breast rrith a brass tap

from up the tree. They didn't have alnmnition, they shot hfun

with the tap. \

They told us that Governor Brough wanted to.come to Helena.

Governor Brough told us that rvtratever we didr, not to nake any

stops along the way for anything! ! If anybody nanted to stop

he would just have to wait. -That's what he toLd us.-

I had a pistol I recently bought because there had been a

lot of holdups in Helena. I put it in the side pocket and

couldn't find the darn thing.

'We left and got past those dead bodies in.the road where

the road paralled with the railroad tracks,,- It.wasnrt paved

or anything, just a dirt road. About a nile this side of Elaine
'.

the track crossed the road, so we had to sla.ck ,ry t_g cross over.
l : l

We11, as I got to this place f saw sevcral htndred niggers

along side the road. I didnrt know uhat they were doing or r^ilro

they were, so I put my foot on the gas and got over the road

as soon as possible. Then I was stopped by a soldier. I told

i{1
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hfun who we were and he passed us on. Later I foud out that
. '  

1 i . .  *  .  i '

these niggers had gathereil there. They wer.q lanocent and scared

of tJreir lives too. We got to Elaine *l p9t Co.r"tnot Brough. , ' '

and we brought him back that afternorrr'itt,. ;,,*i.'. '' *'
, ' n  I

The Covernor told r:s that they threw his gbrds out on the

road and they were fired on. Thqy gave thern oiders to shoot

everything that showed up and they took'nactrine guns out there

and lettsn have it.

covernor back that afternoon and stotrped'at t]re hotel and nade
' ,  .  ; . , fF ' '  .1;  r  

'  '

arrangements for hin. Then I went on to',the'courthouse. I
.  .  t .  :

brought the Oraplin who was with the Regiment. 'His name was

Sliney, Faribes Sliney of Boston. He 
"T.r? 

!1pic{ Irishnan.
.: .:',

He stayed at our house. He had to cone. hbre begglrse,two of his
, , . . . ,  , ,  , ,  ,  .  1 ' r .  

'

nen were dead and another one wowrded. .He had to make arrangements

; t , . . . . , , ' . ,  . '  
' , , ,  

,

1 4  .

Thenty-sorne-odd people were killed'f ithink. .I brought the

to take care of then. . ' . . . '  
, . . ,

That night some of the soldiers cqqe. on in tb Hel.ena and
t - ' 1 ' " " ' ' , '  *  

, 'guarded Helena. About 10:00 I heard p,ihpt'righi tp tfie street

fron us. of course that scared us 
"rr.l-.m; 

,ruo"duy I found
1  . . . r . - . .  ,

out that a nan rumed Prince was fooling with 
ta 

grrn dnd the' 

"'' 
.,it;i':.j;l":' ' :. t rt'i'u;"!,"i',,' .

thing went off. He scared the wtroLe to^n.:lii,:l:.:,i,.,; ' i ' 'rr..,.",-*-- -;:ti,l'r:r'1 
.i';i"" ' '

IVhile this Chaplin was at our tro*b,,,lrilnbilt p. down to

Elaine. He saw a big hoturd there. H6 
tid#ioin*t, 

so he askes

sonebody whose hound that was. T?rey aoiuttn#, j*urr:'that,s
j r  t  

. . . . , t - , :  . , . 1  i , ; l : . 1 , . -  
'

John Thomas's". He asked rvhere John rhoina3'ulas and thqp said
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he was dead. So he took the hor.rrd and in 
'tlrib 

or -three days, old
. ,,r'.--'i !'- ,.:-;..t. r.., ,,

John Thonas came in. Hetd been hidiag ciut in 
fle 

canebrake and

came back and got his hourd. So he took.thjs fel1or for a coon'  ' - t , . .

hunt and gave hirn another hound. t',.'.lsit,,l r'frr'':::'
.  . . . ,  .  i  i i , , J - .  

.

James A. Tappan was killed the night''before I went dorrn there;, . .

he and Trenton Lee. There had been a lotn 9f robberies at Elaine

Boxcar. In those days they had special'agents foi'railroads. A
' .  r '  1 , , -

special agent frorn Memphis cane dovm heie and wanted to go to
, - : \  t .  .

Elaine. 1Ve11, he went to the sherifffs'dfiice aia tney let hfun
'  r \  :  '  , :  : l

have a car and a trustee to drive it. ,Iheie was, this side of
' .

Elaine, a church uhere the niggras were hqt{]ag neetilgs. There

was. a little creek there. It was dry and lhe bridge was out, so

they went down across the creek. They stoppe.d for "sole reason and the

nigger gr:ard utro was watching for the church "cut'dotnn on then. They
: , . - l '  

- ' .  
:  

"  :

shot this agent who was out of the car-ana riaafed the car with bullets,

It was dark and of course they got'at^ray and gaugfrt a freight
r.

train into Helena and gave tJre alarm. , So the nocq My, a br-mdr
- '  " r ' l l l ; ,  

r l  *  : ' l i r  " { '  
'

of them who had been in t}le Army, the Guardr".{_eclclecl to go down
; 1 , ; ) ' ; : , : , j ' . I . , , .  ; ; : ' 1 , ' r :

there and see, We1l, we knew something uas wrong.
1.;l ' . '  i  . ' '  l

For seveial nights !b. Burkes, Editor,,of.thg HeLena Worl-d,
i{,:i,,$,:.r...,:,, *1.1fu;uj-...,,.; :

and myself, strolled by the Johnson buildirig. I{d take a look
; * , '  

,  
' ' ' . i  

t

and see if there was anything going on. rr So we knemt there was
' . i , ,  

: - : : .  
.

sornething in the air. r 
' ',"';i"' t 

, :;.t 
'

. i ;  . .  . .  .  i  , , , . i  . ,  1.

They had got a Detective Scarbroug!r-''"e#'"ffi, il"'lr" reported

rise.' HJt*r't+i;i.: tttren these
' '  

,  n -  
i . i a . , , .

niggras killed this fellow, and after they got 4way and came back,
' , 4 " ' - r ,  t i a - ' ,  .  

i .

. ; . . ' * l { . ; ;  =  . . ' - : ' i : :  * ' .  
:-.*.rr ' ' ,1-,. ' fr; ' . +:,

.  . ; . ' .*L:; ; ; : ; j  r . l" i :r . :  
,  

.
'  i " , . , i i -  

,  t l  *,1,:  .
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this guard, Trenton Lee, Jiffiry Tappan and others started down

there. I forgot the other personf s rume. He used to work for

Tappan Hardware. --Ira Proctor-- He was wounded and never did get

over it. They were shot before they ever did get to Elaine. The

women and childred in Elaine went out to some farm west of Elaine

and held r-rp while the men armed theirsel-ves and was trying to

protect them. They appealed to the Covernor to send troops over

there but there werentt any state troopers in Arkansas. They

hadntt cone back. The U.S. Covernrnent sent tlvo or three Companies

over there. They had just gotten back from the 0regons. Ttrey'd

fought in the Oregons and this priest was ong of then.

A good nany years later, about 147, T was in Vienna with my

wife and other newspaper people. We went out to a party that

night, the christening of a new wine. Our Anbasgador was there

and the Premier of that cotntry and, several of the high officials.

A man came to me and said there was gentlenran down in the wine

celler, fil1ed with great casks of w'ine, u*ro wanted to see ne.

S, I went down there and this nan came lry and asked rne if

I was lth. Young" from Helena. I said yes. 'He 
laid that he was

General Fitz, connected there with the State @partnent, and a

Veteran of the Battle of Elaine. He said * ttt"t tine he was

a yoiing lieutenant out of West Poiat. He rys sent to Elaine to

try to stop that riot. He told me that they t$rew two guards out

on every road. When the niggers fired on flrem, they gave thern

orders to fire on anything they saw. They did.

o



The Riot was caused by a degenerate rrrhite 
fn, utrose

folks now live in Little Rock, and a nigger fron lGnsas

City, utro had lived off other niggers alL his tltq. Ihe

white manrs father was a lawyer and a shyster.r, ,

The niggers that were in the Armies cane back and had

savings stamps and Bond.s and things like that. Trris utrite

nan and nigger wanted them. They even gave theln'ar certificate

to speak in the halls of Congress for so nuch. ,Ttre nore

ya ltad, the more they'd give. And they told them that all
t '

they had to do was ki11 off the ruhite fo1ks, likg George

Blackburn and Cor-nrtiss, and all those people. They told

them to take the land and that the Govenrnerrt was,with

them. The poor ignorant niggers fe1l for it. .Especially the

,  . .  i

They took them up, tried them here, fld gent ttrem to the

penitentiary. There was a degenerate rdrite man hho was a

shystered. judge over there. He rnade a deal r.rith the Republican

Party to nake hirn a Federal Judge and he tuTed,ftem Loose.

They were sent there on charges of insighting'r"iioa *d :

murder.

These are facts. r even saw some of the certificates they

gave to the niggers to speak in the Ha1ls of Congress,

io
youlg ones. The o1d ones didntt.

KJ KLIIX KLAJ\

I had my run in with the Ku IOrx X3.an aLong lia ttre Z}t s ,

after the Elaine Riot.
o . j '
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People here were very nuch worried. rhey didnrt lnonr just
: : ; . , . .  Vt ; : i ' : ! . .

what was going to happen. They thought that i*':ttr" end of it,
. .._ j," / ,li:.
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