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| PERSONAL INTERVIEW  1g,/17/60 :

SUBJECT: DR. J. W. BUTTS

"My own parf in this is simply this, "I returned from the Army
mdx about August 1st, 1919, and resumed by practice in Lelena,
Arkansas. In the middle of September my father called me to his
office and told me to get ready for;ﬁrouble because they had informatic
th%t some tronple.was going to occur sometim; in bctober between
the negroes and the whites, and to be ready. I was astounded on the
morning of October 1lst torecelve a telephone call from my brother
at approximately 7 o'clock telllng me that tr&ub%e had already
occurred at Hoop Spur and he was going down to Elaine oith e.grouﬁ
of other men, who had been deputized, and there they would search
the trains'and aid in guarding Elaine. I went down later in the day,
approximately 12 o clock, with Dr. W. R, Orr, and Dr. Aris Cox, and
Mr. Joel Higgins, We were very much afrald that we would have trouble
on the way down becaunekthe road, which was a dirt noad led through
a number of thickets, a very thlck,growth of cane on each side of the
public road, down from.ﬂnbash to Elaine. We got to Elaine, however,

: without any trouble and there we stayed until the nent afternoon --
the gfternoon of Vet, 2nd. Thene was no trouble in Elaine at any time,
while we were there, : We knew of the killing of Tappen, of Adkins,
the wounding of Proctor, gnd the killing of blinton Lee and the woundi
of W. K, Monroe., We that night formed a cordon around the town of
Elaine to repel any invaston which might come from the woods around
where we knew a world of negroes were. No incident hapoened ﬁurlng
the night, though I was scared as hell when several cows came
wandering through the ootton patch where I was stationed, and resisted
the impulse to shoot.  The next morning at. 7:15, about, Gov. Brough
came from Little Rock on a special train at the head of 500 U, S.
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troops, members of iZe 3ri Jivision., They deployed into the woods
and shortly afier tZs Zer’cyment one of the soldiers was killed,
two were wounded, ard ike scldiers immediately laid down a field of
fire oxd in Tront wiicc y~=vented. any further opposition. They
cqptured RArY Degroes, ani nndoubted%y kil%ed many negroes in the

woods who were resisii-g them, ; ro

Now cn vet. lsi, ke sfgernoon of Oct, lst, I saw O. S,
Bratton broughi from tre wlding of Bob'Carpente},'in chains,
to the Zelena train, w-ems == was guaried by L. R, Parmalee,
and he wes sezt frem £lsipe 4o Helehé, where he was put in the county

jail, Mr. E, C, Torac: siv:sed that thers be no violence' at Elaine, e

‘For that reeson Braiic: wes nbt killed by the members of the armed

forces at 2lasire bececse o= thouéht it would be a bad thing to stary

a disturbence in Zleize izsmlf. So we let Bratton go. Had any attenm;

. . . T L
basn made Lo hurt Breiaz 27 would certginly have succeeded, because

"by,this tize, the afiem—oz of OQt.ﬂlét,'there yege;approiimatcly

250 arnsg;ne: in Ile‘=e, £=° had we not listeded to Mr. Hornor's

- A :
advice Hdxwould ceri:ir 7 “ave kmmx had violence because we all felt
that he wes 0 bleme £ == insurfectibn, which was then gOihg‘on,
and which had Tesulsed iz i=e loss of life. There were no incidents
at all in Zlsirs, ncol7 wes shot, there Wes no shots fired, nobody
was harmed,iz Zlaine, ize = soners were simply brought in from the
woods aad coxfineé i=a-s, Thers was never any evidence of violence
and, so fer es I mow, 130 sttempt was made by thenmgroes 4o <invade
Elaine. The womez exd ::-  reniere svacuated on a train sometime
Oct. 1st. I lefi Zlsi-e - the afternoon of Oct. @nd, returned to

Helena, ard kert in %o::z wth matters here in Helena, « At no time

was thers saver ary ®ct vi:_arce in Helena, there was never any

" evidence cf a mobt fcrming ;:'lynch'O;'S.:Brat%on or the negroes who

were ccafined %o the o7 -mil. 'The U, S. soldiers were in llelena,



/#3 J. W. BUTTS (PERS.INT.)
it is true, but at no time &id they have to repel a mob,

and this I must insist on,




INTERVIEW OF HENRY H. BERNARD
at 727 Highland Street, Helena, Ark.
Wednesday, December 7th, 1960
‘ by ,
Dr, J. W, Butts and Dorothy James

¥r. Berasrd:

Xy name is Henry H. Bernard, I am 69 yesrs.old. I was
living at Klaine in 1919. There hed been rumors that these was
golsg to be trouble., One night one of Charlie Bernerd's favorite
zeagzoes came in and he wanted to know where Mr, Charlie was, It
wes iamts and he had retired for the night, and we told him thet,
Fe salld tha$ he had been forced to join the oargsnization thet Sthey
k24 an! 1% was at that tine going on over in what was known as
tie "gusrtars” for the negroes, He seid he skipped out. He paid
his #10, but he wanted to come over end tell Mr, Charlie that there -
wms going to be trouble., S0 ws told him it wes too lste to gt him,
tist ws would tsll him sbout it in the morning, end we dedided to
&> evar to this church, which we did, THere was a cotton patch in
behind this church, end & men by the name of Buford snd I crawlead
tircagk the cotton and got under the church to see what was going
ca. Be could tell thers wes & white man in thers, ws could tell
ty kis volce, but we didn't know who he wes, and nsver did know.
T2ey ware telling esch ons to get rid of the"boss man", which meant
tiet each "bosa man" was to be killed by somebody thet lived on
te >lsce and they were to gst 30 many acres of lsand. 4ad slso, -
wixi s ws were under there, we heard thiAm say "What are those guards
doixng ocut thers?" And they s3eid,"Bome of them sre out thers and
tiey have your orders.” The orders, they seid, wers to kill anything
wiita, oven if it ws a white dog. We stayed under there quite a
wiles and we ocouldn't hear everything that was going on, s0 we crawled
back omt and went dack and we decided to osll the landowners, which
we €14, which were Mr, Will Ore§g, John D. Crow, K, P, Aldermen,
exd mrlie Bernard. ,

I remember Mr, Crajg said "This won't do, lLet's stop this, 1t'll
ruix our labor." In the meantims we welked out on the atreet and we
saw 8 light coming, and we went over to Charlie's house and waked him,
axd in the meantime W, K. Monroe drove up snd he fell out of the car
ard sald he was shot. We took him in the house and turned the lights
oz, end he had two or threes bird shot in his no#e snd his face somewhe:
Ciarlis ssid "I'm worrisd sbout Selly™, his wife, Bally and Si4 Stoaks
azd tis wifs, end Lamar Rogers' wifs, had come to Eslena to the Pioture
sdcw. W 4idn't know what to do - thers was nothing we could do, decau:

?ho-? there ﬂ'tﬁa'&e&gt% 3&3‘%;898’8&3‘1&?&3’1{{3"'833 %82 sho’
wp Mok, an old Model T Ford , and he said that he saw 8 Qdead
men lying in the road. After that we oslled eol)l the boys that hed been
ix e service, got them together and we ddcided we wouldn't do anythin
arxtil deylight., In the meantims, 8id Stoaks and his orowd came by

axd evidently they had dispersed because they didn't shoot at them.



Interview 17/7/60 - H. B. Bernmard Cont'a #2

At daylight we went to Hoop Spur, we were all loaded end ready,
end the Ameriocan lLsgion met us there, From there it started. With
ell of the ex-service men they formed platoons, and 8 men by thse
neme of Ames that lived on Sestion 14 rode up on his horse and he
says "Thers's s big gang over there in that cotton field."” We went
over there, and they $took to the woods, And he said "Thers's another
ons down this bayou,” said there were some 45 or 50. So we got in
the corn field and went down this bayou to flank the houss. When they
sew us, they got in this bayou. That's where Jimmis Tappan snd Ira
Proctor were shot., We saw at least 100,or mapbe 150,that were coming.
They were all lined up in a CompavyY FRo NT . They wers
coming to us, Almost everybody was out of sammunition. I orossed
this bayou. Dr, Parker drove up in his cer snd they put Jimmie Tappsn
and Ira Prootor in this ocar and they croesed back across the railroad
to @ house., I orossed this beyou end I sew soms 6 or 8 bodies in there,
dead ones, And we went on to this house, In the meentime there was
some mors people in Helena ocams in cars, I helped Vr, Parker with
Jimmie Teppan, his eysbells hed been punoctured with buckshot., in the
meantime the negroes orossed bdelow this house and got in the ocornfield,
end there were two or three leg orids out in this darn lot and s good
many of us went out there, I had @& high-powered rifle, & 250,3000
Savage that was very high-powmred. They got in this corn patch, but the
never did come out, dut occasionally oms would show himself, I got
in this corn orid, with Jim Austin and Isey Bernard, but my rifle barrs.l
wouldn't go through Ximx betwesn the logs, and I Sock my knifs and
whittled out & plsce, and when one would show himself, one of us would
get him, dut they never 4id sttack us fraom thers.

From this house they had a telephons there and they called Little

Rock and wanted them to send soms troops down there, and they were
~ told that they would, they'd cslled the Governor. Then they telephonsd

up there that they wers going to take Elaine, and we had all thess
cars up there from Blaine and we had to get them bdack, At that time
there wes a freight trein doing soms switohing there, and they took two
gondols cars and beocked them up there snd AzmaxgoixinxiisEsxeazE & bdbunch
of them got in these cars and went on baok to Xlsine. I rode with Mr,
Crow in his car,

That night quite a number of pesople from Mississippi ceme over,
they orossed the river and oame over there, and psopls from Helena, Ths
next morning they dbrought the troops in, and the Governor came with thenm
He went out with them to the dattle the next morning., That just about
ended it efter that,

Dxr, Butts: The night thet you heerd this talk in the church wes the
: night - This church was at Elaine, 18 that correct?

My, Barnard:t That's right., It wes in the negro quarters,
Dr, Butts: But it was the sams night the killing occurred at Eoop Spur?



- G S

‘uteIy U3 JJOo uUeyey sem Y JUIWY Y °Oy pIeUled *IN
spoanydes gom uojgeIg sIeYs wepy Lue easy nos oF 1933ng ;zq,

‘WIY 998 DYD IsAW y 3INQ ‘oI9YY
TOAO S8A 97 38U3 PISOY Y °TI® 38 UIY o908 3, UPIDP 7 ‘ON :DIBUISG ° Iy

LSUTSYO UT PeOITTSX oYy 03 FUIPTIN
@,I93uedIen QOg WOIJ POTIILO UO3YBag °g °0 P98 NnoL PIQ :1833ng °Xq

*3op ITUN © SR ST JT Tese‘saTuM
atysiue TITY 03 Puy °*ATIOUTISID I9YS PIewy oa ‘sef‘ypy :pXeuleg °*IN

Lu99680G ITSUY JO DTI 383, Of WoU; SUTTTES Sk o DUy EeULP e&rx

) ‘ueW PSTUM © SR Y 3943 SOICA -
STY WoXy TY®3 PIWO 1 °“WIY pIesy y ‘WY o8¢ 3 ,UPIP T :pPICUISF °IN

cgexnyo ey uy aew 3TUR © MEG MO . 1e33ng ;:a

*goInyo® 3eY3 UL uwosIed
23TUA cWOW goM 9ISy °‘uosyed oarqn SWOs - sem SIOYY 'uo- 1pIPUIeg °*IN

43%
uyyeq @uM OYY SUOT30SIINSUT nrqz pesnes eASITSq NOL OD 3BUM - :83NT *X7

*J0 APUY Io49 T 38U NMIGPTP OU - ON :PISUISY °*IN
LITe83] SUTery Ul FUTIUFES Lue 9I0Y3 sep  tE9WEP SETH
*0¢e £fos pTnoa I»‘qo 1pIouTeg ° I

© zoWFY 38y 38 eujern
uy Surnrt N 'pznnxog *IN ‘Jtizuutxoxddc sTdosd fusw mofg . ;8330g °Xq

*3q9Tu oYy JO 3Isd IOTTIN
o432 ‘9u3Tu oYy Jo gIed LTaee oYY nr g 337 ‘ses 'nex - ON IpIeuIeg °JIN

€4 D,3WO) - pIvuisg °g *H - 09/L/21 MeTAZSIuT




Subject: J. M. Countiss, planter and land owner at Elaine

"] was 11 years old. At my father's store, below Elaine,
a car stopped on the norn1ng of Oct. lst This car was occupied
four negroes ani a many guns -= I remember this so well --
e uck in t e car. { father flagged them down and told them mot
to go to laine for there had been a klllln% the night before and
geog e in Elaine were excited and might hurt them. He advised them
urn back, &o over 1nto Missigsippi, and then on to Chiceago,
where they said they werefrom., One of the men said he was Dr.
Johnson, a dentist of Helena, and the other men were his brothers.
" On the 2nd of October, Dr, Johnson and his brothers were taken off
the train at Elaine, seitto Helena, and on the wa¥ ug to Helena
the¥ shot the white man in the back of the car with em, and were,
urn, killed b{ the men in the front seat. Dr, Johnson's
building on Walnut Streét in Helena was searched later that day
and 27 rifles with a large supply of ammunition were found."

NOTE: See acct. in Helena World, Oct. 2nd, 1919 - "Bulletin:

The building on Walnut Street owned by Dr A, B, Johnson

negro dentist killed by County Treasurer Amos Jarmen today dter
Xohnson had shot and killed Alderman O, R, Lilly, was surrounded
and searched this afternoon, More than a dozen 51 -power r1fles
and several cases of ammunition were found." elena World

Oct. 3rd, 1919 - number of rifles found changed from a dozen to 27.

v 4

NOTE: Above covers more than he knew from personal experience.



PERSONAL INTERVIEW
SIMJIECT:  Miss liazel lee, sister of Clinton Lee, killed Uct. lst, 191

"R.L., Brooks was with my brother at the time he was shot.
Brooks told me that after Jim Tappan was shot and Froctor was
wounded, Clinton cried like a baby and was still erying when they
Fot back into the car after carrying Tappsn to the McCoy house.
“hile the car was atanding still, but everyone was in the car,
the shot was fired which killed (linton." :

.ote: Migs Ime iz an emgloiee end has been for many years, of the
firm op~rated by R, L, Brooks, now deceaged,

PRRSONAL INTERVIFW

SURGECT:  J, R, Miles, hesd of the City Sanitation Dept., lelena, Ark
who states: ’

Thet he was with the first group of cars to get down to Hoop
Spur. As the bridﬁe on the Enbllc road had been torn up, they had
to make a detour which took them down the side of the road almost
in front of the McCoy House. They backed toward the tcloy house
to give other cars a chance to pass them. As they started to get
out, two shots were fired from a high-powered rifle about 200 yarde
=way. The ricochet from the second shot hit lee, who was sitting
on the left side of the car, under the left arm, and hevwas dead
~in a few minutes, The squad advanced toward the thicket, after

taking the body of Lee into the McCoy house., Near the "thicket, the{
#=re met by a volley which mortally wounded Tafpan and wounded Proctc
n the heard. Tagpan-was also carried to the McCoy house and
from there brought to Helena, where he died in the hospital.



~PERSONAL INTERVIEW

Subject: Charles W, Ctraub, gﬁaduate of the University of Virﬁinia
Law School, former Deputy Prosecuting Attorney of Phillips
County, Former Special Assistant to the Sderetary of Labor in the
Roogevelt and Trumaen administrations, and mow retired and living
at Helena, says: ~

"I was a 14 year old boy when I eccompanied my father, Sebbstien
Straub, to Chicago, where he engaged the services of a firm of
detectives to send a negro detective down to Helena to find out

ust what the union plans wers, since we hed heard rmmors of impendin

rouble. I wag present at the interview when it was decided that
this man from Chlcagg was to go to Kleine, join the Union and report
te l{ father. Rt this time, about the 18t of Sept., 1919, my father
was_the acting Sheriff of’anlliEs County due to the illness of
F, 7, Kitchens., This man from Chicago reported to my father that
the plen of the union was to kill a number of planters in the
Elaine vicinity on or about October 6th., They were assured bK
Robert L. Hill, the orgenizer, that he would see to it that the
United States Government would give to each member of the union

LO acres of land and a mule after the planters were killed (this
was in the detective's report). I saw and read the report of the
detective engaged to do this work and remeaber very well that I

saw it about the middle of September, 1919. After this report it
was arranged that should eny report of trouble come from Klaine

the telephone operator at Helena would notify a number of designated
citizens of Helena and agk them to report to the Acting Sheriff.
wthen the affair at Hoog Spur caused a premsture eruption of trouble,
these men were called tc the Court House, deputized, and sent to-
the Hoop Spur area to restore order._ Ouf of this groug Jim Teppaen
and Ciinton Lee were killed and Ira Proctor was wounded,

HCTE: Mr, Straub's story is further bornme out by the statement
of the oEerator on duty at Elaine that night (Sept. 30, 1919)
who says that she was not surprised when a call for help was put
through the exchange, for she had been warned by the District Super-
sor of the Compang to ge on the alert because trouble was brewing.
(ﬁrs. Ables, pers. Uomm,

JO-15—-(,0-



PERSCIIAL IMTERVIEY

SUBIRCT: J. R. Cappenter, former msyor cf Elsine, &-< & prominent
merchant end planter; of Fhillips vcoty, t=11s nme:

"I knew several wsecks before the riot tkat frcubie was brewing,
due to reports mede to me by some of the older regroes who did not
aoprove of the plot_e§alpst the plenters. There were, 2t the tinme,
only two small sawmills in Eleine -- a hoop =ill ari e siave mill.
At no time, to my positive knowledge, was ithere sny a:iempt made
by the sawmill hands to_keep their women folks frox dcizs any work
for the white people, I would have known of this kad It been so.
The negroes in the Elaine territory were alweys retZer :rosperous
and any planter who refused to mmke a setilem=eni or gitez a state-
ment of account to any of his tenants was a=2ver wom =7 nme,

During the riot, there was never a shot fired in Eleips, nor was

ANy Negro harmed or shot, so far as I know, exd i wss = the fighting
The geed mone¥ was never withheld froa esay tezazt n> m=iiear how

large his debt. In some cases there wag a% times cf Ls=v=st an
advance nmade in cash or groceries to be psid cut of ti= ==ed money,
which proved to be very satisfectory to beth plezter & fenent,

I believe that this whole thing was a money mskirzy s>Zeme thought

up by at least one white man and the organizer, Fobe=t Zill. "

[(j\ 15— (. (|, }" I.m/',\
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FSRS'TU” INTERVIEW
Subject: ¥. C. Ckavey, fc>me= Commander of the Kichard L. Kitchens

Fost, Americen lrgion, Helena, Arkansas, and now Super-

vigor of the Box Grop et t:e hicago Mill and lumber Company, West
llelena, states:

Thet be was assignsd to futy at the Court House and that
at no time wes eny effcrt mmée to lynch any prisoner. (see the
case of Hocre vs. Denpsey 7. S. Sup. Ct. 1923?). The utmost
order prevailsad in Ealera <:ww:ghout the two days of tension.

Vote: Do we need mere inta=views of peoHle in llelena as to
sentinert & ectiors =7 people in llelena? fas there a mob? -



- INTERVIEW OF LYNN P. SMITH
- FRI., OCT. 28th, 1960 :
by Dr. J W. Butts and Dorothy James

Mr. Smith: , .

‘At -the time of the Elaine trouble I was living at Lundell - ‘
the postoffice was Lundell -- on Bee Bayou Plantation. Jos. C.
Meyers of Helena was interested in this plantation, and practically
evdary Sunday I would come to Helena. It was well-kndwn, or commozly
known, that there was trouble brewing among the negroes, not only
on the plantations, but in Helena. As well as I remember there was
a committee formed here, and Joe Meyers was one of the committee,
and they employed negro detectives - more than one. They had thea
at different times, in order to let one check on the other. Ths
reports from these detectives were -in writing, and were mailed %o
Jos, C. Meyers in the Solomon Building under a fictitious.nazz. (z
Sundays I would be up there, and I saw a good many of these reoorts.
They hadn't organized any below Mellwood, all of them were from
Mellwood on up to about Hoop Spur, or Wabash That was about the
territory they covered. There was a number of these planters slated
to be killed in these reports and they were notified, and sore of
the names of the negroes were known, as who was to klll who. Taey
wouldn't believe it. Then, I belleve, that was when these folks up
here quit spending any money because they couldn't make those folks
down there believe there was anything like that going on. I think
that was about the last - I don't think they had any detectives here
fo€ magbe two or three weeks, or ‘a month, before this trouble troke
ou .

. Dr. Butts: When did you know that the detectlves came down h.rn f.r«*”
- Approximately what time?

Mr. Smith: Dr. Butts, I would say that they had a man in here gggfé:k;

a year, before that, {ot not all the time. They had some;
a few, darkies here that gave 1nformation along all the time, but in
order to, what they thought, make it "stick",they got these detectives,
-to come in here and see what they could find out. And it all just
worked in together. There was trouble going on among ¥he negroes - it
was being agitated - and you could see - you didn't have to be a smar-t
man to see that thers was just a big change in the negroes no: only
down there but up here. There was just a big change in the negroes
attitude towards different people . That was the reason that gct the
Straubs interested because they were big furnlshlng merchants - thay
furnished negroes all over the country.

Dr, Bubtts: Is it true that only a small percentage of the negroces i:-
that area belonged to the union, as far as you know?

Mr. Smith: Yes. That is true. These 12, sentenced to death, were the
big leaders, you see, and they were agitating the other regroes

Dr. Butts: You all knew their names?

p
/



#2 Interview Lynn P. Smt:,

Mr. Smith:
Dr. Butts:
Adkins?
Mr. Smith:
Dr. Butts:
Mr. Smitk:

believe in this article it sars that

to shoot up
Dr. Butts:
Mr. Smith:

Yes, we knew tieir names before the insurrection.

Was the insurrectiom brought on prematurely, be?ore the
dey it was suprosed to start by the killing of W. A.

Yes., -~ _ '
Did you ail kncw'approgimately the date it was going to star

Tiat seys tlere oz Oct. 6th, and I think that's right.
It siariec a week before it was scheduled to start., I
bhese two officers stopped there
that church, doe='t it? '

Yes, 1% says tiai,

Well, of course, itai's false too, because they didn't know
thing about it. Those two officers, Charley Pratt and

Adkins, dida't k-ow a thing a-cut these reports.

Dr. Butts:

Mr. Smith:
Dr. Butts:
Mr. Smith:
- Dr. Butts:
"Mr. Smith:

* Dr. Butts:

Mr. Smith:
Dr. Butts:
Mr. Smith:

up and put it in the ccmmissarr, and they did.
their guns wp

Dr. Butts:
to work for

Mr. Smith:

Dii ihey Xnow a:y?iizg.about the condition of the road down
Yo Elaize? Ther 2idn't know that this bridge was defective?

Undozbtedly iher &idm't. -

Dii you heve arr t-oxble on your farﬁ?

o, I didn't. g |

How many negroes did you have on that farm?

There were arowmd 30 families, I guess,

Ani rone €7 them iad aﬁy trouble, or got into any trouble?

No, they didz't. _

Did you ever hesr 1f any unarmed negro being killed?

When I got beck hame, I put a negro hostler on a horse, and
told him to notify every negro on the place to bring his gun

Evdry one of them brough:
there and put tlem in the.commissary. .

-

-,

Dié you ever m~w :£ any work stoppage down there due to the
fact that the pegr-es at EBlaine had forbiflden their womenfolk
the white pecple wder any condition? ;

Ke fcuns tais, Ip zere too, for instance, there were several
tines that a laly would lose, say, a washwoman or a cook,



#3 Interview with Lynn P. Smith
Mr. Smith - cont'd

and she would go down in colored town and say, 8 I want to get a
washwoman, do you know where-I can get ome, or a cook?" and they-
got to where some of them would say "I'm looking for the same thing."
That's when they knew very well that something was agitating the
negroes to stop them from working, for white peopde. One would stop
at a store where they used women window washers, negro women, (they
would get good money for it, and the men were getting bigger money
for working in timber, and cotton, ‘and the millss and so forth) and
some negro would come in the store and ask for "Mrs. Jones" - the negro
windowwasher, a thing unheard of previously. They never before asked
a white person about a negro as "Mr." or "MRs." :

Dr. Butts: To get back to this guestion of crop settlements -~ As a
rule did your tenants make a little money every year?

Mr. Smith: Yes, sir. Dr. Butts, as far ss I know, it was customary,
to make about 2¢ a pound on the cotton - about $10 a
bale. But they got the seed money - that was an unwritten law. The
ginner was to pay the tenant when he brought a bale of cotton in, to
give them the gin ticket and the money. And he would turn that gin
ticket,(and he had a copy) in, and he still got the seed money. The
gin ticket of course, went with the cottor and it came to the compress.
That is the gin ticket came to the compress.

Dr. Butfs: Did you know Robert L. Hill?
" M. Smith: No, I never did.

Dr. Butts: Did you know Ed Ware?

Mr. Smith: Yes, I knew him,

Dr. Butts: Do you believe it is true that he was offered 46¢ a pound
for his cotton and his landlord refused to let him sell it

for over 34¢7?

Mr. Smith: Well, Dr. Butts, at that time } don't believe there wa?d any
cotton sold that cheap. Of course, I wouldn't say what he
was offered, or whether he was offered anything, I know we settled at
the sale price, less about 2¢ a bale, and I think most of the farmers did
the same thing, You had this to contend with, if you beat your negroes,
§heyiknew right well who was paying more money and you just lost that
BlnlY.' »

Dr. Butts: Did you ever hear of any case of peonage down in that area?

Mr. Smith: There never was any peonage here.

Dr. Butts:. Did they ever made any attemps to get a settlement - a crop
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~ #4 - interview with Lynn P. Smith
Dr. Butts - cont'd
settlement? That you evor heard of?

Mr. Smith: Only thing'I ever heard of - they were always settled with.
) I never heard of anyone ever having any trouble getting
a settlement. :

Bnd of interview.

NCTE: The 'hcticie" referred to in foregoing interview was by 0. A.
Rogers, Jr., -and appeared in Arkansas Historical Quarterly,
Summer, 1960, issue.




