VOYAGE
OF

MADAME GODIN.

{GODIN DES ODONAIS TO M.DE LA CONDAMINE.

St Amand, Berry, 28th July 1773.

‘You require of me a narrative of the travels of my

puse along the Amazons River, the same route I
llowed after you. The rumours which have

lached your ears of the dangers to which she was
iposed, and which she alone of eight persons sur-
punted, augment your curiosity. Ihad resolved’
ever to speak of them again, so painful to me
pas the recollection of them ; but, as an old com-
anion in your travels, a distinction which I prize,
cannot refuse, in return for the interest you take
our welfare, and the marks of friendship you
ave shown me, to give you the satisfaction you

pqtiire.

. We landed at Ro%lxel]e on the 26th of June
ast, after a passage from Cayenne, effected in
ixty-five days, having left this last place on the
282
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as to solicit passports for
voured me “Iri:h x:’]t(“’n‘(";l ('[}l(‘v' . s
(:umm:m(lur w5 (‘Hh(:n‘, ,)“;;1;i-(é?-nm;]ld:m"“ from
France, addressed to the wo‘..'m.'nn; (?r" ]E O.l'tug:}l >
letter from M. I Abbé do Ia Ville, shich w0 &
you that my passports had l)em’l c'll: ‘llfliformml
forwarded to Para. I inquired r—nq‘\“‘)!;“}f“(l riss
the governor of that place \\;IIO (‘\A)( Jf}l ﬂll_'m o
tire ignorance of the fact ; I rep :"1*19%0'1 o«

<ok v epeated my letters

u.) M. Rouillé, who then was no longer ir)ﬂ > mi
nistry.  Since that time I 1‘(*11(*\\'le i
R é wed my letters
‘(.V-.i'\, year, four, _ilve, and even six times, for the
I‘T-ilupm(. ()f_()l)t:mml;: my passports, and constant}
without effect. Many of my letters were lost ())r
1ut:'}'<'vpt‘0(l, during the war, of which I th‘e ,lvsu
doun:*, from your having ceased to recoive)'m-'l
notwithstanding 1 regulz;rlv continuodzmyv ’C(;rr()":
?pm‘l(loncn. . At length, hearing casually “that M.
u? Comte (! Herouville was in the confidence of
1\][. (?u C])()ls‘..‘ul, I ventured, in 1765, to write to
the formvr of these noblemen, although I had not
th(‘,’ honour of being known to him, e;‘;plaininq, in
a few words, who I was, and entreating him to
1n.t(-1"cvde with the Duc de Choisexl for anc trans-
mission of my passports. To the kindness of this
nobleman z}lone can I attribute the success that
f»..»llnwc.d this step ; for, the tenth month from the
date of my letter to M. le Comte de Herouville,
I saw a decked galliot arrive at Cayenne, equip-

ped at Para by order of the Kixlg: of Portugal,

mmm.(\(l with thirty oars, and commanded by &
captain of the garison of Para, instrueted to bring
me to Para, thence transport me up the river as

h}gh as the first Spanish scttlement, to await there

till I returned with my family, and ultimately re-
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You moreover fi-
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bonduct me to Cayenne, all at the speeial charge
£ his Most Faithful Majesty; a liberality truly
oyal, and such as is little common among sove-
eigns.  We left Cayenne at the close of Novem-
er 1765, in order to take in property belonging
me at the fort of Oyapoc, where I resided.
ere 1 fell sick, and even dangerously so. M. de
Rebello, the captain; a knight of the order of
Christ, was so complaisant as to wait for me six
weeks. Finding at length that I still continued too
i1l to venture on the voyage, and fearful of abusing
the patience of this officer, I besought him to con-
tinue his route, and that he would permit me to
out some one on board, to whom I might intrust
my letters, and who might fill my place in taking
care of my family on its return. 1 cast my eyes
on Tristan D'Oreasaval, a person whom I had
llong known, and in whom I had confidence. The
sacket I intrusted to him contained the orders of
the Father-general of the Jesuits to the Provincial
bof Quito, and the Superior of the missions of
| Maynas, for furnishing the canoes and equipage
voyage of my spouse. The in-
structions I gave to Tristan were simply to deli-
ver those letters to the Superior, resident at La
the capital of the Spanish missions of

| Laguna,
om I entreated to forward my letters

§ Maynas, wh
' to Riobamba, in order that my wife might receive
ched by his Majes-

| information of the vessel despatc
| ty of Portugal, at the recommendation of the King

 of France, to bring her to Cayenne. Tristan was
further directed to wait an answer from Riobam-
i ba at Laguna. He sailed from Oyapoc on the
" 24th January 1766, and arrived at Loreto, the
2 4

]

| necessary for the
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f‘nn‘;t establishment belonging to Spain

e ging to Spain on ascend-
2 ver, in the month of July or Auo

the same year. i Tl
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Loreto is issi
eto 18 a mission establi
i : : establis
peloxv that of Pevas, since the period of Your e
N L S S e g
08 n the river in 1743 ; nay, both this ¢
the Portuguese mission of Savatinga, al ne
b gl e of Savatinga, above that
St Pablo, whi ‘h was before their last settl
up the river, have been f L i
V river, have been founded since my pass
descending in 1749. The better t ) I<-'-ﬂ§re
9. better to comprehe
i % : prehend
hat I now describe, it may be well you should
cast your eyes over the chart made by you of the
course azons 3 ) f
()u'lt e of the Amazons, or that of the province of
b i D S SR
. ] inserted in your Historical Journal of the
]{1)" ,llgn)tu the Equator. The Portuguese officer
/ o > 1 )! -, iy . N . ™ g %
: de l\eny,;]u, ter landing Tristan at Loreto.
returnec ot el s e -
o Fo Savatinga, in conformity to the orders
= 1:a( received of waiting there until Madame
10(“ sh ".u.' ¥ 1." - . ¥ J 3 2
i lin should arrive ; and Tristan, in lieu of re-
a Vi 3 . 7S
lairing to I',aguna, the capital of the Spanish mis
dgieeng . the ¢ sh mis-
sions, and there delivering his letters to the Supe-
rior, l{vzvetmg with a missionary Jesuit, called Fa
ther K b R s
5 r Yesquen, who was on his return to Quito, by
an unpardonable oversight, which had every ap
By o I RATE 7 e
pearance of a bad intent, delivered to his care the
acl it 4 e T™hi i §
packet of letters. This was addressed to Laguna,
sOn avs lournev fr e
ome day ' Journey from the spot where Tristan
roQ . afaad ' 1z H 1 : :
: as ; hu.r, instead of attending to this circumstance,
1e sent it fiv '€ e
h ,u}t‘ it izu: Inm(hed leagues beyond, to the o-
ther side of the Cordilleras, and himself remained
] rtuguese missions, carrying on trade
You will please to notice, thas, bes
;}xmlca which I had intrusted to him to d
o s W TR CPDRE e e s
tLr me, I l..“(l furnished him, in addition, with more
han sufficient to defray all expense in travelling
through the Spanis issions 5
gh the Spanish missions.

pose of
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In spite, however, of his bad conduct, a vague
rumour obtained circulation through the province
of Quito, and reached the ears of Madame Godin,
not only of letters addressed to her being on their
way in the custody of a Jesuit, but also, that, in
the uppermost missions of Portugal, a vessel equip-
ped by his Most Faithful Majesty had arrived to
transport her to Cayenne. Her brother, a monk
of ‘the order of Augustins, in conjunction with
“Father Terol, a provincin\ Dominican, exerted
themselves much to induce the Provincial of the
Jesuits to obtain these letters. The Jesuit who
eived them at length made his appearance, and
stated he had delivered them to another ; this
other being interrogated, replied, he had commit-
ted them to a third; but, notwithstanding the most
diligent inquiry, the letters never were found. With
respect to the arrival of the vessel, opinions dif-
fered, some giving credit to, while others disputed
the fact. To venture on a voyage of such length
without any certainty, and preparatory thereto to
arrange all family affairs, and part with her furni-
ture, was what Madame Godin could not, without
much risk and imprudence, resolve upon.  She
determined on the commendable medium of de-
spatching a faithful negro, who departed with some
Americans, but who, in consequence of obstacles,
was obliged to return. His mistress sent him for-
ward a second time with new instructions, and
means of surmounting the difficulties which had
prevented his progress before. More fortunate on
this second -trip, the negro reached Loreto, saw

rec

and communicated with Tristan, and, returning,
acquainted Madame

Godin of the reality of the
2B
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report, and that Tristan was at Loreto. Upon th;
she determined on her journey, sold .paltp ol; tl“f
tu'rmture, but left the rest, as well as her hou -l‘el
Riobamba, a garden and estate at Guaslen S(;a d;
another property of ours between Galié and’ MI-“
guazo, to her brother-in-law. Some idea of t]d-
length of time which elapsed since the month I(;‘
September 1766, at which epoch the letters we0~
dehyered to the Jesuit, may be formed by cmm
puting how long the journey of the 1‘everendy fathlell-'
to th(f must have occupied, how much time woulﬁ
be lost in seeking the letters, in inquiry into the
fact of the rumour, in hesitating about what was
best to be done, and in the two journeys of t.iw n:xl-
gro to Loreto and back to Riobamba, the sale'alﬁ;)
of our effects, and the requisite preparations fox'l a
voyage of such length ; in fact, these prevented 11(-;~
setting out from Riobamba, forty leagues south of
Quito, before the 1st of October 1769. f
The arrival of the Portuguese vessel was ru-
moured at Guayaquil, and even as far as the shore
of the South Sea; for M. R., who reported him-
self to be a French physician, coming from Upper
Peru., and on his way to Panama and Porto Bello, in
the view of passing thence to Santo Domingo, Mar-
tinico, or, at any rate, to the Havannah, :nd from
that place to Europe, touching at Point St Helena
learnt there that a lady of Riobamba was on the
point of setting out for the Amazons river, and
embarking thence in a vessel equipped by the order
of his Portuguese Majesty, to take her to Cayenne.
This engaged him to change his route, and ascend-
ing the Guayaquil river, he proceeded to Riobam-
ba, to entreat Madame Godin fo grant him a pas-

sage, undertaking, in return, to watch ov
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er her
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 health, and show her every attention. At first she

L answered, that she had no authority to grant his

‘request ; but M. R. applying to her two brothers,
they represented to her so urgently that she might
have need of the assistance of a physician on €0

 long a voyage, that she at length consented to his

accompanying her. Her two brothers, who like-
wise were setting out for Europe, hesitated not an
instant to avail themselves of the opportunity which
now offered of hastening their arrival, the one at

' Rome, whither he was called by business relative

' to his order, the other in Spain, where his private
| affairs required his presence. ~The latter took
with him a son about nine or ten years of age,
whom he wished to educate in France. M. de
| Grandmaison, my father-in-law, went on before to
obtain every possible accommodation for his daugh-
ter on the road, to the point of embarkation be-
yond the Great Cordillera. He at first met with
obstacles from the president and captain-general of
' the province of Quito, for you, Sir, are aware that
the passage by the Amazons is forbidden by the
Spanish court; but these difficulties were soon
overcome. On my return from Carthagena, whi-
ther I had been despatched on matters relative to
40, I brought back with me a
_passport from the viceroy of Santa F&, Don Se-
b bastian de Eslava, authorizing our taking whatever
road we pleased ; and in consequence of the pro-
duction of this, the Spanish governor of the pro-
vince of Maynas and Omaguas, informed of the
approach of Madame Godin, politely sent to meet
o stored with refreshments, such as fruit,

L her a canoe
§ milk, &c. which reached her ata little distance from

our company in 17
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the town of On
f 1aguas 3 but to w nisf
\Y}lat a horrible situatio;1 was ?} . o Ty
fore that happy moment ! ' Shh 1? ?Ot e
of Riobamba with he : SR oo
e 1 her escort on the st of
ber 1769 ; and with these she reacl 4 e
the spot at which they were ko EC g ‘Lame]os,
e ilrbiane v ' to em ark, situate on
: yonasa, which empties itself i
the Pastaca, as this las 65,  Stribn
g Gm’l this Jast does into the Amazon
ndmaison, who preceded them L
on the way, found the vi tnein
o itng Y, found the village of Canelos well i
abited, and immediately embarked, conti &
his journey, to prepare ever t}(l' e
the transport of his d il . o
g 1is daughter at each stage of her
vy Pen :ea I;(}J,:v -th.at she was aceompanied by
S, rsici T
% mulatt()egl yx an, her negro, and three fe-
e s or Americans, he proceeded on to
g v guese missions. In the interval, how
. ) i
wife, i :Vn(:eﬁ his journey and the arrival of my
fatal’ i Z ~pox, an Europeau importation, more
o e Americans in this part than the plag
which is fortunately he Sk b e,
et s y here unknown, is to the peo-
N \;ﬂl]t, had caused the village of Canelos
g elhy abandoned by its population. They
l-emp(]iarll) lt ose f}rst at;t‘ackc(l by this distemper ir-
i émqy carried off, and had in consequence
OWI:l ].m(t al‘non.g the woods, where each had his
depal-tur(: serving as a country refreat. On her
e » my wife was escorted by thirty-one
o ,h,mn nnst..lves to carry herself and baggage
. A 2 S
by M (;v, VIu, that this road, the same pursued
muleq:ﬂe ;}al(lonada, is impracticable even for
2 b, t)alt those who are able effect the passage on
e 0, ut that others are carried. The Americans
advanecsfolted Ma(lame Godin, who were paid in
e, according to the bad custom in this coun-
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try, 2 custom founded on mistrust, at times but
too well founded, scarcely reached Canelos before
they retraced their steps, either from dread of the
air being infected, or from apprehension of being ob-
liged to embark,—amatter obnoxious in the extreme
| to individuals who had perhaps never seen a canoe
L in their lives but at a distance. Nay, such.ex:
cuses are possibly superfluous, for you well know
how often we are abandoned by them on our moun-
tains, on no pretence whatever. What, under such
circumstances, was to be done? Had my wife
been able to return, yet the desire of reaching the
vessel waiting her, together with her anxiety to
rejoin a husband from whom she had been parted
twenty years, Were incentives powerful enough to
in the peculiar circumstances in which

make her, m t
she was placed, brave even greater obstacles.

In the village only two Indians remained free
from the contagion. These had no boat, but they
engaged to construct one and pilot it to the mis-
sion of Andoas, about twelve days journey below,
descending the river of Bobonaza, a distance of from
one hundred and forty to one hundred and fifty
leagues ; she paid them peforehand. The canoe
being finished, they all departed from Canelos.
After navigating the river two days, on the suc-
ceeding morning the pilots absconded ; the unfor-
tunate party embarked without any one to steer
the boat, and passed the day without accident.

they discovered a canoe in

The next day at noom : .
a small port adjoining 2 leaf-built hut, in which
was a native recovering from illness, who consent=

ed to pilot them. On the third day of his voyage,
while stooping over 0 recover the hat of Mr K.,
which had fallen into the water, the poor man fell
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;1ppv:u"ed to her of great length ; and how a female
S0 (leh('atul){ educated, and in such a state of want
and exhaustion, could support her distress, thoug
but half the time, appears most wonderful. She
assured me that she was ten days alone in the
wood, two awaiting death by the side of her bro-
thers, the other eight wandering at random. The
remembrance of the shocking'spectade she wit-
nessed, the horror incident on her solitude and
the darkness of night in a desert, the perpetual ap-
prehension of death, which every instant served
to augment, had such effect on her spirits as to
cause her hair to turn grey. On the second day’s
march, the distance necessarily inconsiderable, she
found water, and the succeeding day some wild
fruit and fresh eggs, of what bird she knew not,
but which, by her description, I conjecture to have
been a species of partridge.  These with the
greatest difficulty was she enabled to swallow, the
@sophagus, owing to the want of aliment, having
become so much parched and straitened ; but these
and other food she a(‘ci(lvnml]y met with, sufficed
to support her’skeleton frame. At length, and not
before it was indispensable, arrived the succour
designed for her by Providence.

Were it told in a romance that a female of deli-
cate habit, accustomed to all the comforts of life,
had been precipitated into a river ; that, after being
withdrawn when on the point of drowning, this
female, the eighth of a party, had penetrated ingo
unknown and pathless woods, and travelled in them
for weeks, not knowing whither she directed her
steps ; that, enduring huanger, thirst, and fatigue
to very exhaustion, she should have seen her two
brothers, far more robust than her, a nephew yet
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| a youth, three young women her servants, ax‘xd' a
E vr;unuj man, the domestic left by the p]lyslt"l?ln
" who had gone on before, all expir(? l.py her .‘il(ll.‘,
- and she yet survive ; that, after remaining by their
corpses two whole days and nights, in a country
abounding in tigers and numbers of dm!gf‘mns
serpents, without once seeing any of these animals
or reptiles, she should afterwards have s?rvngth
to rise, and continue her way, covered .w1th tat-
ters, through the same pathless wood f<‘)r eight days
together till she reached the banks of the Bobo-
nasa, the author would be (‘]mrg(-(l' \\'1t]| inconsis-
tency ; but the historian should paint facts toy his
reader, and this is nothing but the truth. The
truth of this marvellous tale is :lttest(fd .l»y o}'lgmal
letters in my hands, from many missionaries on
the Awmazons, who felt an interest in this event,

and by other proofs, as will'hr.- seen in the sequel
of this narrative. These misfortunes \‘vould‘hav("
been avoided altogether but for the mﬁdel‘ny of
Tristan, but for his neglect, instead .of stopping at
Loreto, of delivering, as instructed, in person, my
letters to the Superior at I@guna; with this pre-
caution, on his part, my \v'd.l- \\'ouldj as her father
had done, have found the village of Canelos peo-
pled with natives, and a canoe ready to convey her
forward. y - y

To return, it was on the e]g'ht‘h or ninth day
according to Madame Godin, _nit(-r luavmg. the
dreadful scene of the death of her companioris,
that she found herself on the banks o.f the Bobo-
nasa. At day-break she heard a noise at a}mut
two hundred paces from her. I.!(-r first emotxo'ns,
which were those of terror, om'asummlv]u-r to sn"lke
into the wood; but, after a moment’s reflection,
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satisfied that nnt_lxing.worse- could possibly befal
her, than to continue in her present state, and that
alarm was therefore childish, she proceeded to the
bank of the river, and perceived two native Ame-
ricans launching a boat into the stream. It is the
custom of these people, on their landing to pass
the night, to draw their canoce either wholly, or
partially on shore, as a security against accidents;
for, should it be left afloat, and the fastening tackle
break, it would be carried away by the current,
and leave the sleepers on shore in a truly helpless
state. The natives, perceiving Madame Godin,
advanced towards her, on which she conjured
them to transport her to Andoas. They had been
driven by the contagion prevalent at Canelos, to
withdraw with their wives to a hut they had at a
distance, and were then going to Andoas. They
received my wife on board with kindness truly
affectionate, showed every attention to her wants,
and conducted ker to that village. Here she might
have stopped some days to rest herself and recruit
her strength, (and well may it be conceived she
had great need of rest), but, indignant at the con-
duct of the missionary at whose mercy she was
left, and with whom for that reason she was ob-
liged to dissemble, she resolved on making no stay
at Andoas, nor would even have stopped a single
night had it been possible to aveid it.

A great revolution in the missions of Spanish
America dependent upon Lima, Quito, Charcas,
and Paraguay, founded and administered by the
Jesuits, for from one to two centuries, had re-
cently taken place. An unexpected order from
the court of Madrid expelled them from all their
colleges and missions ; they had in consequence
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' been every where arrested, put on board, and

transported to the Pope’s dominions. ~ This event,
however, had occasioned no more disturbance than
would have done the change of a village-rector.

‘In lieu of them, the secular clergy were substitut-

ed, of which class was the individual who officiat-
ed as missionary at Andoas, an individual whose
name I wish to banish from my memory. Ma-

* dame Godin, stripped of almost every thing, not

knowing otherwise how to testify her gratitude to
the two Americans who had saved her life, took
from her neck two chains of gold, such as are
usually worn in'this country, of about four ounces
weight, and gave one to each of them, whose ad-
miration at the richness of the present equalled
that they would have experienced had the heavens
opened before them; but the missionary, in her
very presence, took possession of the chains, and
gave the poor Americans in their room about three
or four yards of coarse cotton, such as is manufac-
tured in the country, and called Tucuyo. Conduct
thus infamous exasperated my wife to such a de-
gree, that she instantly demanded a canoe and men,
and the next day set out for Laguna. A female
American at Andaos made a cotton petticoat for
her, which she sent to pay for immediately on
reaching Laguna, and which she preserves with
care, with the soles of the shoes of her brothers,
converted by her into sandals—mournful tokens,
rendered dear to me as they are to herself !
While my wife was yet wandering in the woods,
her faithful negro, with a party of Americans from
Andoas, ascended the river. M. R. thinking more

of his own affairs than forwarding the boat which

should recal his benefactors to life, scarcely reached
2c
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ﬁt;;z; bg:rt(e) 111: a(gliggrte(’lr K;tlz}f}s companion and
73 . gro, on reaching
the hut where he left his mistress and her bro-
thers, traced them through the woods, in company
with his companions, until he ‘came to the spot
where their corpses laid, already putrid and uncog-
nizable. . At sight of these, persuaded that no one
had escaped death, the negro and his. companions
returned to the hut, collected what had been left
there, and again reached at Andoas before my
wife arrived there. The negro thence repaired to
M. R. at Omaguas, and delivered to him the pro-
perty of his mistress.  This man was not ignorant
that M. Grandmaison, who had reached Loreto,
awaited there with, impatience the arrival of his
children. = A letter in my possession even proves
that my father-in-law, informed that the negro
Joachim was at Omaguas, advised Tristan to. re-
pair thither and bring him forward ; but neither
Tristan nor M. R. thought fit to satisfy him, and
so far from complying with his request, M. R., of
his own accord, sent the negro back to, Quito,
keeping the property he had brought back with
him. .

¢ You know, Sir, that Laguna is not situate on
the Amazons, but some leagues up the Guallaga, a
tributary of the former river. ~Joachim, dismissed
by M. R., did not in course proceed to Laguna in
search. of his mistress, whom he imagined dead,
but returned to.Quito, and thus have we lost his
services.  You will certainly be far from guessing
the excuse of M. R. for sending away a faithful
servant,” who was so much wanted by us. ¢ I
was afraid, ” said he in answer to this inquiry,
“ that he would murder me, "—¢ What, " replied
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1, ¢ could have given birth to a suspicion of such
' intention in a man whose zeal and fidelity were so
" well known to you, and with whom you so long
had travelled ?  If you apprehended he might dis+
like you, from imputing the death of his mistress
| to your negligence, what prevented your sending
. him forward to M. Grandmaison, who exacted this
of you, and who was so nigh at hand? At least,
what hindered your putting him in prison ?  You
lodged with the governor of Omaguas, who would
. readily have complied, had you made him such a
request. ”

In the mean time, Madame Godin, with the
canoe and crew from Andoas, had reached Lagu-
na, where they were received with the greatest
politeness by Dr Romero, the new chief of the
missions, who, by his kind treatment during six
weeks that she remained with him, did much to-
wards reestablishing her health, but too much im-
paired, and making her forget her misfortunes.
The first care of this respectable character was, to
forward an express to the governor of Omaguas,
to inform him of the arrival of Madame Godin,
and the languid state of her health. Upon this
intelligence, M. R. could do no less, having pro-
mised to render her his services, than hasten to
join her, bringing with him four silver dis].u;s, a
silver saucepan, a velvet petticoat, one of Persx.ana,
and one of taffety, some linen, and other trifles,
belonging to her brothers as well as herse}f ; add-
ing, that all the rest were rotten, forgetting that

bracelets, snuff-boxes, and rosaries of gold, and
ear-rings set with emeralds, were not subject to

Yottenness, any more than various other effects.

« Had you,” said Madame Godin, “ had you
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brought back my negr

him what he ha(}l’ dzggozviltl:hr(r’)u]d ?lave gy
the hut. = But of whom Y property found in
il » Tespecting it, am I now

q 0 your ways, Sir; it is i S

that I can ever forget that, to o AR S
misfortunes and all my los’ses -yr(r):;,nleg(;wl? 2 fmy
ward as you may, I am det’ rmi e
make no part of my compan EIJmHEd oot
but too. much reason on he}‘) Si(}llt; b M}y "Vlfe s
sions' of M. Romero, to whom ,shl;t i ents
nothing, and who represented to herc Otllllladt li.fe'fgls0
abandoned M. R., his condition would be d’e lo; >
Zixe, zt]length overcame her repugnance, ar?d :::
he:.e her to consent he should yet continue with
¢ \menRMadame Godin was somewhat reecover-
°d, M. Romero wrote to M. Grandmaisen, in-
forming him that she was out of danger, and re-
questing him to despatch Tristan to accompany her
to the Portuguese vessel. He likewise wrote to
the governor, acquainting him that he had repre-
sented to Madame Godin, whose courage and pie-
ty he could never sufficiently admire, that she was
yet merely at the beginning of a long and tedious
voyage ; and that, though she had already travelled
upwards of four hundred leagues, she had yet four
or five times that distance to pass before she reach-
ed Cayenne ; that, but just relieved from the perils
of deaﬂ.l, she was about to incur fresh danger ;
concluding with offering, if she chose to returrT, tt;
cause he1: to be escorted back in perfect security
to her residence of Riobamba. To these he added,
that' Madame Godin replied, ¢ She was surprised
at his proposals ; that the Almighty had preserved
her when alone amid perils in which all her for=
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mer companions had perished ; that the first of her
wishes was to rejoin her husband ; that for this
purpose she had begun her journey ; and, were she
to cease to prosecute her intention, that she should
esteem herself guilty of counteracting the views of
Providence, and render useless the assistance she
had received from her two dear Americans and
their wives, as well as all the kindness for which
she was indebted to him, and for which God alone
could recompense them.” My wife was ever dear
to me, but sentiments like these add veneration to
tenderness.  Tristan failing to arrive when ex-
pected, M. Romero, wearied with waiting for him
in vain, equipped a canoe, and gave directions for
the transport of Madame Godin, without halting
any where, to the Portuguese vessel. Then it
was that the governor of Omaguas, knowing of her
coming, and that she was to stop 1o where by the
way, despatched a canoe to met her, loaded with
refreshments.

The Portuguese commander, M. de Rebello,
hearing of her approach, fitted out a pirogue, com-
manded by two of his men, and stored with pre-
visions, to meet her, which they did at the village
of Pevas. This officer, the better to fulfil the or-
ders of his master, with great labour, and by doub-
ling the number of oars, worlked his vessel up the
siver as high as the mission of Loreto, where he
received her on board. I learn from her, that
from that instant till she reached Oyapok, through-
out a course of nearly a thousand leagues, she

wanted for nothing to render her comfortable, not

even the nicest delicacies, and such as could not be

expected in the country ; wine and liquors which

she never uses, fish, game, &c. were supplied by
2¢c?
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two canoes which prece ; i
vernor of Para, 11131'e0v31(') : }.Z:f sg fi “lm: ik 5o
b sy e > had sent orders to the
tiet part of the stages at which they had to hal
wuihfaddmonal refreshments. i
or, i i
o wg: tr(l)Otm:tntlon, that the sufferings of my
4 : an end, and that one of her
thumbs was in a very bad state, owing to its being
wounded by thorns in the wood, which had n ?
yet been extricated, and which had not onl occz-
casioned an abscess, but had injured the )t’end’
and’even the bone itself. It was proposed to ta{)'n‘
qﬂ' the thumb, but, by dint of care and ferment;(:
tions, she had only the pain to undergo occasioned
by the extraction of two splinters at San Pablo
but.she entirely lost the use of the tendon Th(:
galliot continued its course to the fortress of Cu-
rupa about sixty leagues above Para. M. de
Martel, knight of the Order of Christ, and n;ajof
of the garrison of Para, arrived there the succeed-
ing (lay,. by order of the governor, to take com-
mand of the galliot, and conduct Madame Godin
to F.Ol‘t Oyapok. A little beyond the mouth of
the river, at a spot off the coast where the currents
are very violent, he lost one of his anchors ; and as
it would have been imprudent to venture with only
one, he sent a boat to Oyapok, to seek assistance,
w].uch was immediately forwarded. Hearing by
this means of the approach of Madame Gddzi:n, T
left Oyapok on board a galliot belonging to me, in
view of meeting her; and, on the fourth day of
my departure, fell in with her vessel opposite to
May:,ware. On board this vessel, after twenty
years’ absence, and a long endurance on either side
of alarms and misfortunes, I again met with a che-
rished wife, whom I had almost given over every

| extensive scene than Para.
of the illustrious French family of similar name. I

. of Oyapok gave

| Cape D’Orang

I were so well ca
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hope of seeing again. In her embraces I forgot
the loss of the fruits of our union, nay, I even con-
gratulated myself on their premature death, as it
saved them from the dreadful fate which. befel
their uncle in the wood of Canelos beneath their
mother’s eye, who certainly could never have sur-
vived the sight. We anchored at Oyapok the 22d
July 1770. I found in M. Murtel an officer as
much distinguished by his acquirements as by his
prepossessing exterior. He has acquaintance with
most of the languages of Europe, is an excellent

Latinist, and well calculated to shine on a more
He is a descendant

had the pleasure of his company for a fortnight at
Oyapok, whither M. de Fiedmont, governor of

| Cayenne, whom the commandant of Oyapok, ad-
vised of his arrival by express, immediately des-
patched in a boat with refreshments. We caused the

Portuguese vessel to undergo a repair, whichitmuch
wanted, and refitted it with sails to enable it to
stem the currents on its return. The commandant
M. Martel, moreover, a coast-
pilot, to accompany him to the frontiers. I offered
to go so far as his consort on board my galliot,
' but he would suffer me to proceed no farther than
e. I took my leave of him with
those feelings which the polite attention and noble
| behaviour of that officer and his generous nation
lculated to inspire in me, as well
as my wife, a conduct on the part of either, which
T was led to expect from what I had individually
expericnced on my former voyage.
. T should previously have told you that, when I
| descended the Amazons in 1749, with no other
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recommendati i
o mose(}?otlrgnd:o the not'lce of the P'Ol'!‘ug'uese
e remembrance of the intimation
aﬂ'oyde(l by you in 1743, that one of the com
panions of your travels would follow the sﬁnl-
way, I was received in all the Portuguese settl ;
ments, by the missionaries and commandant§ e;'
tffle forts, with the utmost courtesy. On pas;ixﬁr
San Pablo I purchased a canoe, in which .I“de?
scended the river to Fort Curapa, whence T wrote
:,10 the G{;oyemor of Grand Para, M. Francis Men-
o o ekt s
: L g from Curupa to Cayenne,
whitherI intended to repair direct. He favoured me
with so polite an answer, that I made no hesitation
of quitting my intended cruise and taking a longer
in order to thank him and pay him my 1'espebctsi
He received me with open arms, and insisted on
my making his house and table my own during a
week that I stopped with him ; nor would he suf-
fer me to depart before he set off himself for St.
Loui‘s de Marinhan, whither he was about to go
on his circuit. ~ After his departure, I remounted
the river to Curupa with my canoe, escorted by
one of greater dimensions, sent with me by the
anmndﬁmt of that fort on my voyage to Para, a
city which, as you have justly remarked, stands on
a large river, considered, but improperly, the right
arm of the Amazons, as the river of Para merely
communicates with the Amazons by a channel
hollowed by the tides, and called Tagipuru. At
Curupa I found waiting for me, by order of the
governor of Para, a large pirogue of fourteen oars,
commanded by a serjeant of the garrison, and des-
tined to carry me to Cayenne, whither 1 l‘epﬂi"‘*d
by Macapa, coasting along the left of the Amazens
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to its mouth, without, like you, making tour of the
. great island of Joanes, or Marajo. After similar
courtesies, unprovoked by express recommenda-
" tions, what had I not to expect, seeing his Most
. Faithful Majesty had condescended to issue pre-
| cise orders to expedite a vessel to the very fron-
| tiers of his dominions, for the purpose of receiving
my family on board, and transporting it to Cayenne?
To resume my narrative.—After taking leave of
| M. de Martel off Cape D’'Orange with those re-
. ciprocal salutes common with sailors, I returned to
Oyapok, and thence to Cayenne.
Here I was engaged in a lawsuit. Tristan de-

manded of me the wages I had promised him of
sixty livzes per month. I offered to pay him for
eighteen months, the utimost time the voyage could
have required, had he strictly followed his instrue-
tions. The sentence pronounced by the superior
council of Cayenne condemned him to render me
an account of from seven to eight thousand franks,
the value of effects I had committed .to his care,
deducting one thousand and eighty for the eighteen
months’s salary I had offered him ; but the wretel,
after dealing treacherously with me as he had
done, after causing the death of eight persons, in-
cluding the American who was drowned, and all
the misfortunes which befel my wife; in short,
after dissipating the whole of the effects I had in-
trusted with him, proved insolvent; and, for my
part, I judged it unnecessary to augment the losses
I had already sustained by having to support him
in prison.
.1 conceive, Sir, that I have now complied to
the full with your request. The narrative I have
given, by vecalling the mournful scenes I have'de-
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picted; has cost me infinite anguish. The lawsuit
with Tristan, and the illness of my wife on reach-
ing Cayenne, a consequence but too natural of the
sufferings she had undergone, did not admit of my
venturing to expose her earlier than the present
year (1773), to so long a voyage by sea. At pre-
sent she is, with her father, in the midst of my
family, by whom they have been tenderly received.
M. de Grandmaison had originally no intention of
proceeding to France, but merely meant, by his
voyage, to see his daughter safe on board the Por-
tuguese vessel ; but finding old age creep on apace,
and penetrated with the most lively grief at the
intelligence of the sad death of his children, he a-
bandoned all, and embarked with her, trusting the
care of his property to his other son-in-law, M.
Savula, who resides at Riobamba. For my wife,
however solicitous all about her to enliven her
spirits, she is constantly subject to melancholy,
her horrible misfortunes being ever present to her
imagination. How much did it cost me to obtain
from her the relations requisite for the judges in
the course of my lawsuit! I can even readily
conceive that, from delicacy, she has abstained
from entering into many details, the remembrance
of which she was anxious to lose, and which, knewn,
could but add to the pain I feel. Nay she was
even anxious that I should not prosecute Tristan,
compassionating even that wretch ; thus following
the gentle impulse of a heart inspired with the purest
benevolence, and the genuine principles of religion!

THE END.
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